DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT – 13 Wilcot Green, Wilcot, SN9 5NN
This design and access statement is prepared in connection with the planning and listed building application for alterations to 13 Wilcot Green, SN9 5NN, which is listed Grade II.
Wilcot is a small settlement made up of two small distinct areas of development;  firstly, the buildings centred around Wilcot Manor and church, and the second being the planned area of estate worker cottages centring around Wilcot Green, with development now extending northwards along Alton Road.     It is on the north east side of Wilcot Green that the application site lies.
13 Wilcot dates from the eighteenth century and, together with 12 Wilcot, is thought to have been one of the earliest cottages constructed west of Alton Road, with both properties facing the green.
13 Wilcot Green is within the Wilcot conservation area and the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.     It is a detached originally two bay property constructed of brick with the  south wall built of greensand rubble with a brick gable under a thatched roof.      There are two 20th century lean-to conservatories on the south sides and a 20th century two storey brick extension with a flat roof on the north east side.     An early photograph, in the Historic Assessment by Dorothy Treasure, and included with the application, shows a central entrance door on the west side.    The north wall of the property was moved further north when the entrance door was repositioned and the new stairs were installed.
The Historic Assessment describes the development of 13 Wilcot since 1773 and also provides details regarding the fireplace in the original ground floor room, former bread oven, and advice about safe reconstruction.   The chimney stack and main beam in the ground floor front room have been supported with acrow props since the applicant bought the property, and Dorothy Treasure has advised on reconstruction.     This Historic Statement forms part of this application.
Apart from providing safe support for this fireplace, the only change to the original fabric proposed in the application is forming an opening to the left of the fireplace between the proposed kitchen and the new extension, where there is a large vertical cracks in the greensand rubble where the bread oven was removed in about 1800.
The existing 20th century rear extension is currently a kitchen on the ground floor and a bedroom on the first floor.     The ground floor room will become a sitting room and will be extended on the south side and new windows installed on the north and south sides.     The two conservatories, which will be removed to construct the new single storey extension, are poorly constructed and in bad condition and do not justify repair.     


PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY LEAN-TO EXTENSION
The proposed extension will form a dining room at the north east side and a utility room next to the proposed kitchen on the south side.     The external walls will be clad with black painted boarding and roofed at 25 degrees with natural slate.
The appearance from the Alton Road on the west side, would match the lean-to on the south side of number 12, also clad with black painted boarding under a natural slate roof.
EXISTING LEAN-TO SIDE EXTENSIONS IN WILCOT
Many Wilcot properties have side lean-to extensions, varying in width from 2.5m to 5m, in particular the Ashlar and slate pairs of former workers cottages on the east of Alton Road and all the other 14 cottages to the west of the unmade road on the west side of Wilcot Green.
A number of the houses round the green have been given approval for the construction of rear two storey extensions, but the extension to number 13 will be single storey and modest, and apart from the front lean-to, will not be visible from the Alton Road or elsewhere in the village.
CHIMNEY STACK
Chimney stacks on thatched properties have to be raised to 1.8m above the height of the ridge, to comply with the building regulations.     The chimney to the south end of the proposed kitchen extends to 900mm above the ridge, and terminates in three courses of corbels and flaunching.     The existing corbels will be removed and the chimney stack raised, corbels reinstated, and provided with a new 300mm high terracotto pot, so the top of the pot is 1.8m above ridge level.       The applicant has obtained bricks which are shown in an attached photograph which will be used for raising the chimney stack.
NEW GARAGE
The applicant has a classic car which he keeps in a rented garage away from Wilcot.      He would like to store this and work on it on site and the application also includes the construction of a new garage in the north east corner of the site.     This garage will replace the original dilapidated garage on the site, but will be further east and further north and set back from the position of the applicant’s old garage and from the existing small brick garden shed, which be retained.     There will be room for two cars at the front, west end, of the garage and a workshop at the back to the east with a door to the  garden.       The new garage will be timber framed and clad with black painted tanalised boarding, like the extension to the house, but roofed with dark grey onduline.     A number of properties in Wilcot have existing or new garages and outbuildings.     The new garage on the south side of number 14/15 Wilcot, is wider than that proposed at number 13, since it includes a shed, but is also clad with black painted boarding.
TREES TO BE FELLED
There are a number of large, diseased trees on the east side of the garden at number 13.   The applicant obtained permission to fell these on 14/01/2025 – PL/2024/11001 – and these will be felled shortly and before any building work is undertaken at No. 13.   
VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
The drive at number 13 will remain in its existing position, but will be extended further east up to the front of the new garage.       The pedestrian access to number 13 dates from when the front entrance and porch were in the centre of the front.     This front path will be retained in its existing position.  


