Dear Teresa, 
Thank you for your email below. The Parish Council has raised a query as to the extent of the cumulative assessment; after consulting the TA (Transport Assessment) which is in the public domain, I can confirm the following have been considered (see TA, 8.3.1);

1. Phase 1 – 500 residential dwellings, employment and land for a 2FE primary school (planning reference: PL/2023/11188).
1. Land South of Snarlton Farm (planning ref: PL/2023/07097) – 300 residential dwellings.
1. Land North of A3102 (planning red: PL PL/2024/10345) – 295 residential dwellings.
1. Land East of Spa Road, Melksham (planning ref: 14/10461/OUT) – 450 residential dwellings, adjusted to 345 dwellings to allow for completions at the time of the traffic surveys. 
1. Land South of The Spa, Melksham (planning ref: 16/01123/OUT) – 235 residential dwellings adjusted to 99 dwellings to allow for completions at the time of the traffic surveys

The TA for Blackmore Farm, Melksham Phase 2 traffic analysis does not take into account the Lidl development adjacent to Eastern Way. This is probably due to the fact that the TA for Melksham Phase 2 is dated 06/05/26 whilst the TA for Lidl (PL/2026/02458) was uploaded to the planning portal on 15/04/26. After consulting the trip generation from the Lidl TA, the highest week-day peak period is PM with 111 vehicles arriving to site (see table 5.3). The additional traffic of 111 vehicles would equate to an extra vehicle on Eastern Way to one every 32 seconds. The junction modelling undertaken for accumulative traffic for the Phase 2 development for Eastern Way roundabout illustrates for 2031 scenario, that the highest RFC is AM and PM peak for Sandridge Common Eastbound 0.86. It is considered that the addition traffic from the Lidl development will not adversely affect the performance of this roundabout. Given the accumulative traffic analysis undertaken, it is considered that a new roundabout for PL/2026/02966 – Land East of Blackmore Farm is not required. 

The reference to Ashton Park development was an error on the part of the colleague dealing with the Blackmore application, and I apologise that this reference was inadvertently included in the response.  Notwithstanding this, as TA, 8.3.1 (see above regarding cumulative assessment) details in full the accumulative sites incorporated into the traffic analysis undertaken. 

The comment regarding the A3102 Lowbourne arm of the Sandridge Road/Forest Road/Club Access junction as having an RFC of 0.86 in the 2031 proposed and committed development scenario, was a reference to junction with the highest RFC. The unction analysis employed by the transport consultant, is based upon a linear regression model incorporating a deterministic methodology and a stochastic approach.  RFC determined by such a model, when approaching 0.85 can fluctuate slightly and the junction could be at capacity during peak periods. It is considered this would only be a short time duration and given the location of Sandridge Road/Forest Road/Club Access junction, a slightly revised junction (given the slight RFC increase) would not be likely to introduce noticeable congestion change at this junction. 

With regard to Eastern Way, I can confirm that the only vehicle access will be via Sandridge Common, drawing ITB12069-GA-006 Rev E as detailed in the highways response under proposed site access. 

I have noted that the route of the bypass crosses part of the development site. The Local plan having been withdrawn along with its proposed Melksham bypass safeguarding policy, the bypass route shown on the Council website therefore carries very little weight in the planning balance. There is no allocated funding for it. I am continuing to discuss internally including with the team responsible for the bypass scheme whether in these circumstances the development should address and consider the bypass.  

Thank you for writing and I trust this response goes some way to clarifying the highway position on 26/02966. 
Kind regards, 
Mark Wiltshire

Mark Wiltshire MIHE        
Principal Transport and Development Manager  
Highways Development Management
