
 

 
 
 
Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response 
 
ECOLOGY 
 
Officer name:  Jessica Cracknell 

Date:  21/09/2026 

Application Number:   
 

PL/2026/04981 

  Proposal:     
 

Erection of a detached carriage house for purposes ancillary to the residential use 
of Fox Cottage 

Site Address:   
 

Fox Cottage, Hatchett Hill, Lower Chute, Andover, SP11 9DU 

Case Officer: Joe Leesam 

 
Recommendations: 

  

 No Comment 

  Support 

 No objection  

X Condition (no objection subject to conditions) 

 Objection - further information required 

    Objection in principle 

X    HRA. 

 

Thank you for your consultation on the above application. I have reviewed the submitted documents against 
OS maps, aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-
statutory designated sites and existing records of protected species.  
 
The following submitted documentation was reviewed to inform this response:   

• Planning Statement. 07 August 2026. Brimble Lea; 
 
River Test Catchment 
Solent Protected Sites - Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Chichester and Langstone 
Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site, Portsmouth Harbour (SPA) and Ramsar 
site, Solent and Southampton Water (SPA) and Ramsar site.    
  
This development falls within the catchment of the River Test which drains into the Solent Protected Sites 
and has potential to cause adverse effects alone or in combination with other developments through 
discharge of nitrogen in wastewater. Appropriate Assessment must be carried out by the relevant Competent 
Authority (the LPA) to determine the potential significant effects and the suitability of any measures proposed 
to avoid or mitigate those effects.   
 
A test of likely significance has been conducted by the relevant Competent Authority (Wiltshire Council). This 
assessment determined that given the nature of the development, the absence of any increase in overnight 
accommodation and water supply or drainage installation within this development, there will be no 
mechanism for effect on the River Test Catchment. The Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA) has 
concluded that the application is not likely to have significant impacts on the River Test Catchment and the 
proposal is screened out of Appropriate Assessment. 
 
Priority Habitat Deciduous Woodland 
Priority Habitat Deciduous Woodland lies approximately 8m southwest of the application site. In accordance 
with Core Policy 50, development proposals must demonstrate how they protect features of nature 
conservation and geological value as part of the design rationale. There is an expectation that such features 
shall be retained, buffered, and managed favourably in order to maintain their ecological value, connectivity 



 
 
and functionality in the long-term. Where it has been demonstrated that such features cannot be retained, 
removal or damage shall only be acceptable in circumstances where the anticipated ecological impacts have 
been mitigated as far as possible and appropriate compensatory measures can be secured to ensure no net 
loss of the local biodiversity resource. 
 
Biodiversity Net Gain  
From 12 February 2024 Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) became mandatory under Schedule 7A of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021). Based on the 
information available the biodiversity gain planning condition is not considered to apply to this application as 
the development meets the following criteria;  

• does not impact a priority habitat (a habitat specified in a list published under section 41 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006); and  

• where the site area within the red line boundary is 0.2 hectares or below.  
 
Note to case officer: you should be satisfied that the proposals meet the above criteria and act accordingly. 
Further information will be required from the applicant prior to determination in the event the application is 
considered to be subject to mandatory biodiversity net gain.  
 
Core Policy 50 
Core Policy 50 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy requires all development to demonstrate no net loss of 
biodiversity and to seek opportunities to enhance biodiversity. The NPPF also encourages applications to 
deliver measurable net gains (para 186 d). It is anticipated that all developments will deliver no net loss of 
biodiversity. For this application, biodiversity measures should focus on delivering continued ecological 
functionality for bats, swifts and hedgehog.  
 
Integrated features are generally maintenance-free and seek to benefit a target species/s or group/s and 
should demonstrate viability in terms of position on the building, location and clustering in accordance 
with relevant guidance and the additional features. The locations of these features must be provided on site 
plan/elevation drawings (see condition below) and will become an enforceable part of the planning 
permission.  Locations should be chosen in consultation with a professional ecologist to ensure they are 
appropriately positioned, and the following details must be provided: location, number, type (include 
make/model, if appropriate) and positioning (height, aspect, surrounding habitat, as applicable). Bird/bat 
boxes will continue to be available for birds/bats for the lifetime of the development. 
 
CONDITIONS:  
  

1. Ecological Enhancements 
 
Prior to the commencement of any works, including vegetation removal and demolition, details of the number, 
design and locations of ecological enhancement features including bat boxes and bird boxes, shall be 
submitted to the Local Authority for approval. The approved details shall be implemented for the lifetime of 
the development and before completion  of the final works.   
  
REASON: To provide mitigation /enhancement for biodiversity.  
 

2. Lighting 
 
All lighting provided on site shall be in accordance with the appropriate Environmental Zone standards set 
out by the Institute of Lighting Engineers in their publication GN01:2021, ‘Guidance for the Reduction of 
Obtrusive Light’ (ILP, 2021), and Guidance note GN08/23 “Bats and artificial lighting at night”, issued by the 
Bat Conservation Trust and Institution of Lighting Professionals.    
 
REASON: In the interests of the amenities of the area and to minimize impacts on biodiversity caused by 
light spillage to areas above and outside the development site.  
 
INFORMATIVES: 
 
Protected Species 



 
 
The applicant should note that under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) it is an offence to disturb or harm any 
protected species including for example, breeding birds and reptiles. The protection offered to some species 
such as bats, extends beyond the individual animals to the places they use for shelter or resting. Please note 
that this consent does not override the statutory protection afforded to any such species.  In the event that 
your proposals could potentially affect a protected species you should seek the advice of a suitably qualified 
and experienced ecologist and consider the need for a licence from Natural England prior to commencing 
works. Please see Natural England’s website for further information on protected species. 
 
Final sign off – all matters addressed: 

Ecologist Date 

Jessica Cracknell 21/09/2026 

 
 


