Forest Farm Outline Planning Application – PL/2026/04823
Bremhill Parish Council cannot support this application to build 600 houses at Forest Farm until there is a link road from the A4 to the A350 at Lackham. The purpose of that link road in the Local Plan was to take vehicles from the proposed developments on the south and south east of Chippenham to main employment area at Bumper’s Farm, to the town’s only large supermarkets and to the A4, A420 and A350 for outward travel to Bristol and Swindon and beyond.  Without that link road these vehicles will travel through Chippenham along routes which are already congested at peak times. Vehicles travelling east will increase the traffic on the A4 towards Calne. The result of this increase in vehicles on already busy roads will mean more vehicles avoiding it by using the rural roads in Bremhill Parish. These are roads already in need of repair and any further increase in traffic will degrade them further. It is noted that the traffic modelling did not include the impact on Stanley Lane. Neither does it mention the development for 150 houses on Stanley Lane that will add to the number of vehicles moving in and out of this area. Both applications need to consider what improvements are required at the junction of Stanley Lane and London Road to improve safety and traffic flow. Vehicles already queue at this junction at school finishing times. The impact of the likely increase of traffic on Bremhill Parish roads is not consistent with the Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2026 Strategy SO3 (To reduce the impact of traffic on People’s quality of life and Wiltshire’s built and natural environment) and SO4 (To minimise traffic delays…..) both of which are used as evidence in the Transport Environmental Chapter.
Comments and Observations
 Landscape. This development on a green field site will be visible from Bencroft Hill by day and night. The application acknowledges it will take 15 years for the natural vegetation to have grown sufficiently to soften the views. The impact on the landscape must be mitigated by appropriate lighting, the retention and/or restoration of natural vegetation, and the careful siting of taller buildings so they do not dominate the surrounding rural landscape. 
Flood Risk. This area has surface water flooding at times of heavy rainfall as does the adjoining area of Bremhill Parish – see attached map. 
Groundwork and Construction Traffic. Bremhill Parish has suffered from heavily laden HGV transiting the parish with materials from groundwork on construction sites. This has damaged already fragile road surfaces. The Detailed Site Waste Management Plan needs to address this issue.
Housing Types. The proposal lacks detail on the housing mix with its broad allocation of 360 Market Housing and 240 Affordable Home Ownership and gives no indication of house sizes. 
Conditions
In view of the above Bremhill Parish Council requests the following conditions are applied to this application should it be approved:
1. The highway repairs to Stanley Lane must be addressed before any development takes place.
2. The traffic impact on Stanley Lane be assessed using the same criteria as that used for the assessment already completed for the A4 and London Road.
3. No construction or groundwork vehicles or deliveries to the site to come through Bremhill Parish.
4. Any buildings of more than 2 storeys to be in the centre and not on the periphery of the site.
5.  All the proposals to reinstate the natural vegetation must be met in full
6. The surface water mitigation plans must ensure there is no increase in surface water flooding in Bremhill Parish. 
7. External lighting on roads and building to be keep to the minimum required for safety and to reduce light spillage on the surrounding rural environment through use of down lighters.  
8. No lit facades that can be seen from adjoining rural communities
9. BPC to have sight of the Detailed Site Waste Management Plan
 


