RE: PL/2026/01867 Land adjacent to A345 HIGH POST, Salisbury

ADVISABILITY OF ALLOWING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SITE FOR A DRONE MANUFACTURER TO BE LOCATED ON A LIGHTLY SECURED SITE IN OPEN COUNTRYSIDE IN THE LIGHT OF CURRENT HOSTILE THREATS

Many respected national media outlets are widely reporting the clearly stated recent threats from senior Russian officials. These are specifically levelled at establishments that produce armaments supplied by the UK to Ukraine. As manufacturer of the Nyan drone, as recently reported as being used by Ukraine, Callen Lenz are potentially one of those establishment targets.

As such this gives us great concern for this lightly secured proposed development in an open countryside setting.

In view of these threats the Woodford Valley Joint Parish Councils seriously question the advisability of this development even further and in particular the wisdom of it being allowed to be located adjacent to an existing defence pyrotechnic manufacturer who surely must themselves now also be under threat.

Has Wiltshire Council considered this aspect and sought advice from central Government on this matter? What do our local MP's think ? 

We have previously suggested that a possible alternative site is within the security cordon of Boscombe Down on land previously proposed in the policies of the previous Salisbury District Council administration. 

Why was this not explored when looking for suitable sites as outlined in the application? Similarly why was Porton Down summarily dismissed as a suitable location due to its restrictions when those restrictions included a high security environment and a requirement to be a defence company. Surely both of these locations would be more suitable than a site next to a main road and a hotel. Why are either of these sites not now being considered?

We also note the very recent publication of the revised NPPF. We would like to point out additionally that in respect of NPPF Policy S5 this scheme is not well related to any settlement, doesn’t rely on a rural location and relies almost entirely on private car access leading to carbon impacts and therefore is at odds with S5 and Wiltshire Council’s declared Climate Emergency.
