DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT
A planning application for the conversion of the former Royal Mail Delivery/Sorting Office and the sub-Post Office to an enlarged sub-Post Office, B1 Business Unit on the south side of the ground floor, a 2-bedroom flat on the first floor and a 1 bedroom studio flat in the attic was approved on 17th January 2019 as application 18/10563/FUL.
Work was begun in June 2021 to remove the area of the business unit that occupied the north west part of the building and form a kitchen and a WC for the post office staff and a storage area.     Also to remove the first floor storage area, kitchen and WCs that was previously used by the post office and was to become the new first floor flat.
Application PL/2021/11221, dated 21ST January 2022, approved the provision of bins and one cycle storage locker per permitted bedroom in the new flats, as condition 5, drawing 514/16 Rev M.        Condition 6 approved the site plan showing the location of the bins and the cycle storage lockers also shown in drawing 514.16 Rev M – shown in this application on drawing 610/02.
This application also covered alterations to fenestration on the south and west elevations.
This proposal also includes the provision of a small roof terrace on the first floor.     The idea of a roof terrace was previously discussed with the previous case officer, Helena Carney.       She considered that the proposal could result in overlooking or the perception of overlooking due to the proposed roof terrace above the existing post office.    She also thought that a roof terrace extending over the whole of the roof above the post office shop would have a detrimental impact upon the visual amenity, character and appearance of the conservation area.    Therefore the proposed roof terrace is considerably smaller than that previously considered.
I am attaching a photograph of the roof above the post office taken from eye level 8m east north east on the paving in front of the post office.         This shows that that the proposed roof terrace would not be visible from that position.      I am also attaching a photograph of the existing parapet wall which the proposed railings would be fixed to.      The railings would extend 600mm above the top of the parapet wall and would be difficult to see from the ground 
Cycle stores, which can contain two bicycles each, are shown on the topographical survey drawing called Existing Ground Floor Plan, drawing 610/02.




