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1.0  Introduction 
1.1  This information supports a 28 day prior notification application for a proposed excavation of 
an earthbank slurry and irrigation store at Little Langford Farm, Little Langford, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP3 4NP. 
 
1.2  Little Langford Farm has a 220 cow dairy herd, with followers and 561Ha of cropped land. 
 
1.3  The new earthbank store is necessary to be able to store and manage the slurry storage at Little 
Langford Farm and provide irrigation to crops through the summer months.  At least 6 months 
storage is recommended by the Environment Agency and to enable the efficient spreading of slurry 
fertiliser on adjacent arable and silage fields.  The proposal is in line with DEFRA and Natural 
England’s recommendations for slurry storage.    
 
1.4  The application is made by NGW & PA Helyer, Little Langford Farm, Little Langford, 
Wiltshire, SP3 3NP. 
 
2.0  The proposal 
2.1  The proposal is for the excavation of an earthbank slurry and irrigation store on an arable field 
site, adjacent to the arable crop fields, to the south west of the dairy buildings.    
 
3.0  Siting the proposed lagoon  
3.1 The proposed site selection is based on a number of factors, that are favourable for the 
environment, efficient farm operations and the effective use a distribution of farm slurry as a 
fertiliser. 
 
3.2  The siting of the proposed earthbank slurry and irrigation store at Little Langford Farm is 
appropriate, as the proposed siting is in an arable field on the dairy farm, close to where arable crops 
are grown and require liquid slurry applications as fertiliser to grow and irrigate the farms crops.  
The earthbank slurry and irrigation store will enable the farm to be more drought resilient.  The site 
is well screened and is not visible to the public from any highways or rights of way.  
 
Figure 1.  Location Plan 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3  The proposed slurry and irrigation store will be constructed to SSAFO regulation standards and 
designed to the recommendations for lined lagoons in CIRIA report C759b.  The slurry storage will 
enable the farm to have over 6 months storage and improve the flexibility of the application of the 
manure to the farms crops and make the farm more drought resilient. Siting it close to the farm’s 

 



 

 

arable crop fields will enable more efficient and timely applications to the crops during the growing 
season and enable liquid applications during periods of drought.  This will help improve nutrient 
management on the farm while also protecting natural habitats and the habitats of species. 
  
3.4  The proposed site is close enough to the farms arable and silage fields, which will allow 
effective and efficient spreading of the liquid fertiliser.   Access to the proposed lagoon is via the 
excellent farm access roadways and avoids farm machinery travelling on public roads. 
 
3.5  Having the store adjacent to these fields in liquid form, will allow the slurry to be more 
efficiently spread by an umbilical system, using a direct injection system to apply slurry directly to 
the soil.  The storage of the slurry adjacent to arable and silage fields, will enable the slurry to be 
pumped by an umbilical system and be injected directly into the soil, by a slurry tanker with an 
injector, as is recommended by DEFRA.  Slurry injection reduces the emissions compared to 
spreading slurry by spreaders by 97% (pg 81 Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
‘The Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the prevention of Water Air and Soil (NI) 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/code-good-agricultural-practice-cogap ). Slurry injection 
also has the benefit of the ability to apply slurry fertiliser at the time when it is required by the crop, 
improving utilisation of the slurry fertiliser and made at times of drought stress.  
 
3.6  The site of the proposed slurry lagoon is more than 400m from the curtilage of a protected 
building, thus being appropriate for a permitted development application.  Paragraph A.1 of 
Schedule 2, Part 6, Class A of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
(England) Order 2015 (as amended).   
 
4.0  Archaeology 
4.1  Archaeology has been considered for the site and there are no heritage assets close to the 
location of the proposed slurry lagoon.  A previous (withdrawn planning application PL 2025 
005566) in the adjacent field was commented on by Roland Smith, Assistant County Archaeologist 
for Wiltshire Council and stated ‘that a review of Wiltshire’s Historic Environment Record (HER) 
shows no known heritage assets close to the location of the proposed new slurry lagoon. On 
balance, I consider that it would not be proportionate to recommend an archaeological response to 
this proposal. No further action is therefore required as regards the buried archaeological heritage 
in relation to this planning application’. 
 
Figure 2.  Wiltshire Council Archaeological sites  - Little Langford Farm
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5.0  Source Protection Zones 
5.1  The site lies outside of any source protection zones 
 
6.0  DEFRA, Environment Agency and Natural England recommendations and slurry 
infrastructure grant 
6.1  The earthbank store will be used in conjunction with the existing farm store, which is located 
close to the farm buildings.  The site is within the Hampshire River Avon Catchment.  The farm has 
a FACTS qualified Agronomist to provide a farm specific Nutrient Management Plan and ensure 
that the farm adheres to Farming Rules for Water and that nutrient neutrality is achieved. The 
Environment Agency will be notified before construction of the slurry store and design and 
construction agreed, including a leak detection system.  The slurry store will be built to SSAFO 
standards and the design as recommended in the CIRIA C759b report.   
 
Figure 3.  Diagram illustrating leak detection system for the slurry lagoon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2  The Environment Agency are recommending and promoting at least 6 months storage and is a 
requirement in order to qualify for existing or future Slurry Infrastructure grant schemes. 
 
6.3  Little Langford Farm has applied for the DEFRA Slurry Infrastructure Grant.  Extracts from the 
Slurry Infrastructure Grant information for local authorities, below explain the need for 6 months 
slurry storage and that the additional slurry storage will help improve water quality and reduce 
nitrogen, phosporous and sediment pollution: 
 
6.4  What the government is doing to tackle nutrient pollution: 

 The government is taking coordinated action to reduce the environmental impact of farming 
on protected sites while supporting thriving farm businesses. 

 Defra has recently consulted on Environment Act 2021 targets to improve water quality. This 
included proposed targets to substantially reduce nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment pollution 



 

 

from agriculture and a target to reduce phosphorus from treated wastewater, to deliver 
significant improvements to the water environment. The UK also has legally binding targets 
to reduce ammonia emissions and nitrogen deposition on sensitive habitats.  

6.5  Why the government is introducing slurry storage grants: 

 The Slurry Infrastructure grant is one step to help farmers improve nutrient management on 
farms while also protecting natural habitats and the habitats of species. 

 The government set out the Agricultural Transition Plan in November 2020. This included 
proposals for a new slurry investment scheme alongside other measures. The first round of the 
renamed Slurry Infrastructure grant was launched in autumn 2022.  

 Defra decided to make grant funding available specifically for slurry storage, alongside the 
other actions the government is taking to tackle nutrient pollution, in recognition of the scale 
of the problem nationally. The government needs sufficient speed and scale in take up, to help 
delivery of forthcoming Environment Act 2021 targets. 

 Improvements to slurry storage will help to deliver the target to halt the decline in species by 
2030 through reducing run off and leaching and improving air quality. This can benefit 
freshwater and terrestrial species. 

6.6  Defra has consulted Natural England and the Environment Agency on the grant. When 
considered in combination with the other steps government is taking, they concluded that the grant 
is: 

 an appropriate step for the Secretary of State to take 

 likely to play a role in incrementally improving the condition of protected sites 

 likely to play a role in avoiding the deterioration of habitats 

 likely to help secure a better future for many farm businesses 

 

7.0  Conclusion 
 
7.1  The proposed Earthbank Slurry Store is in line with DEFRA and Natural England’s 
recommendations.  The slurry and irrigation store will comply with the Environment Agency 
requirements and comply with Farming Rules for Water and be SSAFO compliant.  There is an 
agricultural need for the proposed slurry storage and the site selected is the most appropriate for the 
effective and efficient operation of the farm.  The store will help make the farm more drought 
resilient.  The proposed is well screened and have minimal visual impact.  The proposal will result in 
environmental benefits of reduced ground water pollution and a lower carbon footprint for the farm, 
by reducing reliance on artificial fertiliser and more efficient use of slurry fertiliser.  The proposed 
site is more than 400m from the curtilage of a protected building and the proposal is appropriate for 
a permitted development application, as detailed in  paragraph A.1 of Schedule 2, Part 6, Class A of 
the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 
amended). 


