ROOKS NEST FARMHOUSE, CHIPPENHAM                                                                                                         DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT including statement of Heritage Significance.
Background to the application
The Grade 2 listed Rooks Nest Farmhouse is situated on Forest Lane, and for almost 300 years was in agricultural use. In the early 1980s this use ceased, and its surrounding farmland was developed for the Pewsham housing estate. The farmhouse itself was then sold for residential use, and has since been in several ownerships. Refurbishment and minor changes to the house have occurred throughout this period.
The particular features of the building that justify its designation as a listed building
The original Rooks Nest Farmhouse is understood to have been built in 1690, with the front wing added in 1740. The original building is two and the front wing three storey. The house is built of brick, which is understood to have been rendered or re rendered in the early 1900s. The roof covering is clay pantiles, and the windows are a mixture of timber vertically sliding and casement windows.
The building is a fine example of a 17th century farmhouse which retains almost all of its original features- not always the case with agricultural buildings. It is in the simple form of two adjoining ranges- the 1670 and 1740 ones, with smaller scale attachments. It is likely that the building was always rendered, so with the original windows presents a fine appearance. Internally, most of the original timber structure supporting floors, roof etc. is still present and visible.
The building’s setting
It is fortunate that a good sized plot of land amounting to approximately 0.08 HA still surrounds the farmhouse and this, together with large trees and other landscaping obscures the fact that it is surrounded by a housing estate. The approach to the building from this estate brings the farmhouse slowly and charmingly into view- a welcome contrast with the adjacent architecture.
Assessment of the impact of the works that are applied for
Prior to cessation of the agricultural use, there were several substantial single story agricultural sheds to the rear of the farmhouse as shown on the arial photograph included in the documents.. These buildings were demolished and most of the land they were on now forms part of the adjacent housing estate. 
These sheds were accessed from a drive which still gives access to the house. At the end of this drive there is now a tarmacadam hard standing. It is proposed to construct a single storey garage on this hard standing, which would be adjacent to where the now demolished sheds were situated. This garage would be a timber framed building under a clay pantile roof matching that on the farmhouse.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is currently an unattractive timber fence separating the hard standing from the garden of the house. It is proposed to remove this fence, so that the new building will form an attractive Western boundary to the garden. To that end windows and a door will form part of the Eastern elevation of the garage. These are similar to the windows on the farmhouse.
It is therefore argued that the effect of the works on the listed farmhouse would be positive.




