Design and Access Statement
Proposed Buggy Storage Facility 
Ogbourne Downs Golf Club.
Ogbourne St George.

Introduction:
This Supporting Statement is submitted in support of the Club’s application for the construction of a new buggy storage facility within the existing built footprint of the property.  The proposal forms part of the Club’s wider strategy to modernise its operational infrastructure, transition to cleaner technologies, and enhance long‑term environmental sustainability.

The new structure will accommodate an upgraded fleet of electric golf buggies and planned to incorporate roof‑mounted solar generation to support on‑site charging.  The proposal does not extend beyond the current developed area and has been designed to integrate sensitively with the surrounding setting.

Background and Need:
The Club currently has a number of petrol‑powered buggies, which are stored in an open environment that no longer meets operational requirements.  As part of the Club’s commitment to reducing carbon emissions, improving air quality, and minimising noise across the course, the intention is to transition fully to electric buggies.

To support this transition, a modern, secure, and weather‑resilient storage and charging facility is required.  There is no existing structure that can efficiently house the new electric fleet with charging facilities.

Description of the Proposal:
The proposal seeks permission for a purpose‑built buggy storage facility that:
A. Sits entirely within the existing site.
B. Provides safe, organised storage for the Club’s electric buggy fleet.
C. Will incorporate rooftop solar panels to generate renewable energy for charging individual buggies.
D. Improves operational efficiency, security, and accessibility for staff and members.
E. Use materials and finish that complement the existing buildings and wider landscape character.

The accompanying plans illustrate the scale, layout, and design of the proposed structure.


Environmental and Sustainability Benefits:
The proposal delivers clear and measurable environmental gains:
A. Reduction in Carbon Emissions
B. Transitioning from petrol to electric buggies will significantly reduce on‑site emissions.  This aligns with national and local policy objectives to support low‑carbon transport and reduce reliance on fossil fuels.

Renewable Energy Generation:
The installation of solar panels on the roof will allow the Club to generate clean electricity on site. This will:
A. Reduce grid dependency.
B. Lower operational energy costs.
C. Provide a sustainable charging solution for the new fleet.
D. Support the Club’s long‑term carbon‑reduction strategy.

Noise and Air Quality Improvements:
Electric buggies operate quietly and produce no exhaust fumes, improving the experience for members, visitors, and neighbouring properties.

Protection of Landscape and Ecology:
As the proposal remains within the existing footprint, there is no loss of green space, no impact on habitats, and no change to the visual openness of the site.

Design and Visual Impact:
The proposed structure has been designed to be modest in scale and sympathetic to its surroundings.  Key considerations include:
A. Retaining the existing footprint to avoid landscape intrusion
B. Using materials consistent with nearby buildings
C. Ensuring the height and massing remain unobtrusive
D. Positioning solar panels to minimise glare and visual impact

Given these measures, the proposal is expected to have negligible visual impact on the wider area.

Access and Highways Considerations:
The proposal does not alter existing access arrangements. The number of buggies in operation will remain broadly consistent with current levels, and no additional traffic movements are anticipated.  The development therefore has no adverse impact on local highways or parking provision.

Compliance with Planning Policy
The proposal aligns with key principles of national and local planning policy, including:
A. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) objectives relating to sustainable development, renewable energy, and efficient use of land.
B. Local plan policies supporting environmental enhancement, carbon reduction, and improvements to recreational facilities.
C. Policies encouraging the upgrading of existing infrastructure where this improves sustainability and community benefit.

Conclusion
The proposed buggy storage facility represents a positive, forward‑looking investment in the Club’s infrastructure. It:
· Remains entirely within the existing developed footprint
· Enables the transition to a fully electric buggy fleet
· Incorporates renewable energy generation
· Enhances environmental performance and member experience
· Has no adverse impact on landscape, ecology, or local highways

For these reasons, the Club respectfully requests that the application be supported and planning permission granted.

