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Appendix 2 
Evidence for existing septic tank 

at 45 High Street, Pewsey 



Appendix 2 
Evidence of septic tank at 45 High Street, Pewsey

Photo to show manhole cover over existing double chamber septic tank at 45 High Street, Pewsey 
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Appendix 3: Assessment of septic tank serving 45 High Street against the small scale 
threshold criteria1 

For a septic tank to meet the small scale thresholds, all of the following conditions must be met: 

Threshold Threshold 
met 

Comment 

The drainage field is more than 50m from the 
designated site boundary (or sensitive interest 
feature) 

Yes 
The drainage field at 45 High Street is 
approximately 145m distant to the 
closest part of the River Avon SAC, 
which lies to the west. 

The drainage field is more than 40m from any 
surface water feature e.g. ditch, drain, watercourse, 
and 

Yes 
Google Maps shows that the River Avon 
SAC is the closest surface water feature 
to the proposal and lies approx. 145m 
away, to the west. 

The drainage field in an area with a slope no 
greater than 15%, and Yes 

The drainage field is in an area where the high-
water table groundwater depth is always at least 
2m below the surface, and 

Unlikely 
but not 
certain 

Information not available. 

The drainage field will not be subject to significant 
flooding, e.g. it is not in flood zone 2 or 3, and 

Yes The septic tank lies in flood zone 1 

There are no other known factors which would 
expedite the transport of phosphorus for example 
fissured geology, insufficient soil below the 
drainage pipes, known sewer flooding, conditions 
in the soil/geology that would cause 
remobilisation phosphorus, presence of 
mineshafts, etc. and 

Unlikely 
but not 
certain 

Information not available. 

To ensure that there is no significant in 
combination effect, the discharge to ground 
should be at least 200m from any other discharge 
to ground and 

No 
The septic tank lies within 200m of at 
least 1 other residential property (it is a 
shared tank). 

The percolation test has been performed of the 
proposed location of the drainage field with the 
resulting value lying within the required range 
under the Building Regulations 2010, which 
specify an average Vp value of between 12 & 100 

Unknown Information not available. 

 

Conclusion: the septic tank that serves 45 High Street does not meet all of the small scale thresholds and 
cannot therefore be considered a small scale private drainage. It is therefore appropriate to upgrade for 
purposes of offsetting the nutrient loading associated with the attached Air BnB.  

1 Taken from Somerset Council Interim Guidelines Quick Guide: Conditions that must be met to fulfil the Interim guidelines 
on small scale thresholds 


