 DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT
 The Willows, 89 High Street, Pewsey, SN9 5QS
The Willows at 89 High Street in Pewsey has a thatched roof at the east and west sides and at the south end projecting up to the main road, interlocking clay tiles on a rear extension and Eternit slate roofing on a 20 degree pitched rear roof.
The condition of the thatch is poor and in urgent need of rethatching.    The owner, Sarah Warry, has contacted many local thatchers in the last three years regarding replacing the thatched roofs, but nobody is prepared to undertake it because of the impossibility of providing scaffolding, since the Pewsey-Burbage road is very busy and erecting scaffolding at the south end is not viable, half the road would have to be closed and traffic lights would have to be installed.
This application is for replacing the thatched roofs with plain clay roofing tiles on the south, east and west sides and replacing the 20 degree rear pitched roof with Sandtoft 20/20 interlocking clay tiles in the same colour to match the new plain clay roofing tiles.      
The east and south thatched roof is 60 degrees, but the west thatched roof is only 35 degrees at the lowest part of the slope and has a serious moss build up, so the roof construction would have to be altered if new thatch were considered.    The attic areas are all accessible and the roof structure is in good condition, and feasible for reroofing with plain clay tiles, but the shallow roof on the north side was repitched, following the 1937 alterations and the need to provide a further staircase in the north hall.     The Historical Statement, prepared by Dorothy Treasure and now held at the Wiltshire Buildings Record, states that the roof was originally a short, one storey lean-to construction.   The new roof was essentially strutted off the original roof.   The wall plate had to be raised in order to give the new roof sufficient height.   Struts were inserted above the old wall plate, so that a new, secondary wall plate could rest higher.   Struts were also inserted above the old rafters, which connect to new intermediate rafters.
The original plan was to apply for approval to reroof thatched areas with natural slates.   However, the existing rafters, although largely sound, are all quite uneven and would require much more intervention than for laying plain clay tiles.
The Willows is within the Pewsey Conservation Area, and is considered a significant unlisted building.      However, it has been considerably altered externally and particularly internally, over the years.     
The pedestrian entrance to The Willows is at the south end and there is a vehicle access at the north side, continuing on from Walnut Close.    No alterations to these are proposed.      There are no other alterations proposed to the building apart from to the thatched roofs and to the Eternit slate rear roof.

