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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY

	Officer name:
	Niall Machin

	Date:
	11.08.26

	Application number:
	PL/2026/03381

	Proposal:
	Discharge of conditions 3,8,10,13,14,16,19 for planning approval for change of use of land to a traveller’s caravan site

	Site address:
	Land at Lopcombe Corner, Salisbury, Wiltshire

	Case officer:
	Joe Richardson




Recommendations:
	
	No Comment

	 
	Support

	X
	No objection 

	
	Condition (no objection subject to conditions)

	
	Objection - further information required

	
	   Objection in principle

	
	   HRA completed




Thank you for consulting Ecology, I have reviewed the application and supporting documents against OS Maps and aerial photography of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory sites and existing records of protected species. 

The following submitted documentation was reviewed to inform this response:

· CEMP Arbtech 24.05.26 
· Ecological Mitigation, Enhancement and Management Plan, Arbtech 24.05.26

Condition 8 CEMP states:

Prior to the commencement of development or works, including ground works/excavation, site clearance, and boundary treatment works, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The CEMP shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase, including but not limited to: 
a. Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection areas and details of physical means of protection; 
b. Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds; 
c. Mitigation strategies related to ecological receptors; 
d. Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors, including details of when a licensed ecologist shall be present on site.
 e. Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and ecologist). 
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved CEMP.

Comments. The CEMP is considered appropriate.

Condition 13 states:

No development or removal of trees or shrubs shall take place until full details of a Wildlife Protection and Enhancement Scheme have been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. These details shall include:
a. Details of proposed measures that will be taken to manage the site for biodiversity, including retention of grassland and woodland features, 
b. Management proposals to enhance calcareous grassland features 
c. Quantification of biodiversity net gain provision including a plan showing the location(s) and type(s) of feature(s) to enhance the site for reptiles, nesting birds, invertebrates and hedgehog.

We note that whilst the text refers in places to ‘an annual hay cut’ for the calcareous grassland, the detail in table 3.1 specifies 2 cuts – one in spring and one in late summer/early autumn. This 2 cut approach is considered appropriate and the plan states that the arisings are removed.

Bat boxes. There appears to be some confusing text about bat boxes to ‘be included during construction as intergrade bat boxes within the walls’ – when the boxes will be attached to trees. This should be clarified. The features proposed are considered acceptable and the location of features (bird and bat boxes) are shown on Plan in Appendix 3.

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 


	Ecologist
	Date
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