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1. Introduction 

1.1. Background 

1.1.1. In November 2025, Wessex Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Ross Tunbridge 

to undertake a Preliminary Roost Assessment of Ridgefield Farm, located to the 

southwest of Gastard village in Wiltshire.  

1.1.2. The PRA assessed building 1 – Ridgefield Farm to have a CONFIRMED bat roost 

based on ~200 droppings found in the attic space of the building as well as a 

high number of potential roost features (PRFs).  

1.1.3. Based on the findings of the PRA, three bat emergence surveys of the building 

were required to confirm the presence or likely absence of bats using the 

structure to roost. These surveys took place in May and June 2026. 

1.1.4. The purpose of this report was to: 

• To confirm the presence or likely absence of bats on Site 

• To confirm which species of bat and in what number are present 

• Confirm how bats are using the Site  

1.2. Site Description 

1.2.1. Ridgefield Farm and its grounds, hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’, measured 

approximately 3.3ha and was situated on Green Road, which ran to the north 

of the Site (approximate OS grid reference: ST 87619 67772), see Figures 1 & 2 

below. 

1.2.2. The planning reference for this project is tbc. 

1.2.3. The Site was comprised of a two-storey family home, gardens and surrounding 

land. 

1.2.4. The buildings on Site were building 1 – Ridgefield Farm. 

1.2.5. At the time of writing, the proposed developments and alterations to the Site 

were as follows: 

• Extend on the ground and first floor eastern elevation. 

1.2.6. All ecological surveys are led by Ecologists who are members of the Chartered 

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) at the 

appropriate level. By joining the CIEEM staff sign up to a professional code of 

conduct. 
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2. Personnel  

2.1. Desk study and report writing  

2.1.1. Joseph Dean is an ecologist who leads preliminary roost assessments, supports 

bat emergence surveys and has experience with a range of field survey 

techniques. He is an experienced bat surveyor who works as an accredited 

agent under the Natural England Class 2 Licence 2025-86241-CL18-BAT. 

2.2. Preliminary roost assessment  

2.2.1. Daniel Ahern is an experienced ecologist with a wide skills base gained in both 

the private and public sectors. He has been technical lead on large capital 

projects for regulators, government and utilities. Daniel has led freshwater & 

terrestrial ecology teams and has a robust understanding of current legislation 

and monitoring requirements. He currently holds NE licences for bats (level 2), 

white-clawed crayfish & GCN. Daniel has held SNH and NPWS licences for fresh-

water pearl mussel and white-clawed crayfish in addition in addition to NE 

licences for Luronium natans. 

2.2.2. Samuel Horner is an assistant ecologist who supports preliminary roost 

assessments, has experience supporting and completing bat surveys. He is an 

accredited agent under the Natural England Class 2 Licence 2020-44508-CLS-

CLS. 

2.3. Bat emergence surveys 

2.3.1. The bat emergence surveys were conducted by experienced bat surveyors 

Kerry Miller, Lisa MacCready, Vicky Long, Thomas Mason, and William Mason. 

3. Planning and Legislation 

3.1. Planning policies 

3.1.1. This report is prepared with reference to the National Planning Policy 

Framework 2024. 

3.2. Legislation 

3.2.1. The following legislation informed the survey approach and considerations. 

Further details regarding specific legislation relevant to this project can be 

found in Appendix 3. 

• European Habitats Directive 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

• The Conservation of Habitat and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 
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Appendix 2 – Relevant legislation 

Bats 

All bats in the UK are protected by law. They are protected under the Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and European law under The Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

This means it is an offence to: 

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat 

• Deliberately disturb a bat 

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat  

• Possess or control a bat 

• Transport a bat 

• Sell or exchange a bat 

• Offer for sale or exchange any bat, alive or dead, or any part of a bat. 

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat occupying a structure or place used for 

shelter or protection, 

• Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any structure or place used for 

shelter or protection by bats. 

Disturbance of animals includes disturbance which is likely to impair their ability to 

survive, breed or reproduce, rear or nurture their young, migrate or hibernate. It also 

includes any disturbance likely to affect significantly the local distribution or 

abundance of the species. Consequently, attention should be given to dealing with 

the modification or development of an area if aspects of it are deemed important to 

bats, such as flight corridors and foraging areas. 

Subject to receiving planning approval, it may be necessary to apply for and obtain 

a European Protected Species Licence (EPSL) from Natural England under the 

conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) (Amendments) 2017 Regulations, to legally allow 

the proposed works to take place.  

If a licence is required, no building works on the building must take place until an EPSL 

has been issued.  

 

Relevant link: 

Bats and the law - Advice - Bat Conservation Trust 

 

 

 

 



Ridgefield Farm BESR 17 19th June 2026 

Ross Tunbridge 

Birds 

All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected by law under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

This means it is an offence to: 

• Intentionally kill, injure or take wild birds 

• Intentionally take, damage or destroy a wild bird’s nest while it is being used or 

built 

• Intentionally take or destroy a wild bird’s egg 

• Possess, control or transport live or dead wild birds, or parts of them, or their eggs 

• Sell wild birds or put them on display for sale 

• Use prohibited methods to kill or take wild birds  

Birds under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) have 

extra legal protection and it is an offence to: 

• Disturb them while they are nesting, building a nest, in or near a nest that contains 

their young 

• Disturb their dependent young 

 

Relevant link: 

Wild birds: protection and licences - GOV.UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




