
 
 
 
Council Planning Consultation Response 
 
ECOLOGY 
Officer name:  Elizabeth Burrows, Senior Ecologist 
Date:  05/08/2026 
Application No:   
 

PL/2026/03469 
Proposal:  

 

Conversion of outbuilding to annexe 
Site Address:   
 

Sparrow Farm, Fowlswick Lane, Lanhill, Chippenham, SN14 6LX 
Case Officer: Isobella Wise 

 
Recommendations: 

  

 No Comment 
  Support 
X No objection  
 Condition (no objection subject to conditions) 
 Objection - further information required 
    Objection in principle 
    HRA. 

 
Thank you for your consultation on the above application. I have reviewed the submitted documents against 
OS maps, aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-
statutory designated sites and existing records of protected species.  
 
Information considered: 
 
Sparrow Farm, Wiltshire, Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA).  (Ellendale Environmental, 23rd March 2026). 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
The location of the barn is not confirmed on any of the submitted plans. However, assuming that the 
application relates to the barn identified in Figure 1 of the Preliminary Roost Assessment, significant impacts 
on biodiversity are not anticipated. Adherence to the precautionary measures and enhancement 
recommendations set out in Section 4.2 of the report is encouraged and would be welcomed. 
 
Biodiversity Net Gain  
  
From 12 February 2024 Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) became mandatory under Schedule 7A of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021). Based on the 
information available the biodiversity gain planning condition is not considered to apply to this application as 
the development meets the following criteria and is therefore below the de minimis threshold, meaning the 
development:  

o does not impact an onsite priority habitat (a habitat specified in a list published under section 41 of 
the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006); and  

o impacts less than 25 square metres of onsite habitat that has biodiversity value greater than zero and 
less than 5 metres in length of onsite linear habitat (as defined in the statutory metric).  

 
Note to case officer: you should be satisfied that the proposals meet the above criteria and act accordingly. 
Further information will be required from the applicant prior to determination in the event the application is 
considered to be subject to mandatory biodiversity net gain. 
Topic Headings - Hierarchical order of matters to be dealt with.  Delete those not required. 
 
CONDITIONS:  
 



 
 
Informative: 
General Protected Species 
The applicant should note that under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) it is an offence to disturb or harm any 
protected species including for example, breeding birds and reptiles. The protection offered to some species 
such as bats, extends beyond the individual animals to the places they use for shelter or resting. Please note 
that this consent does not override the statutory protection afforded to any such species.  In the event that 
your proposals could potentially affect a protected species you should seek the advice of a suitably qualified 
and experienced ecologist and consider the need for a licence from Natural England prior to commencing 
works. Please see Natural England’s website for further information on protected species. 
 
Sign off by WC Ecologist will only be given once ALL outstanding information has been submitted and agreed sufficient. 
Ecologist Date 

Elizabeth Burrows 05/08/2026 

 
 


