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Summary 
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust to prepare a heritage 
statement in support of a planning application for the construction of a Diagnostic and Surgical Hub 
at Salisbury District Hospital, Odstock Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 8BJ. The site currently 
comprises the hospital helipad and part of a carpark, centred on OS NGR 415066 127264. 
The aims of this study were to assess the known and potential heritage resource within the site and 
the surrounding area, and to assess the likely impacts of the development proposals on this 
resource.  
 
The effect of the development proposals on the historic environment resource will be a material 
consideration in the determination of the planning application. This study has identified no overriding 
heritage constraints which are likely to prohibit development. 
 
This assessment has determined that the site lies within an area of archaeological potential, and that 
due to limited development within the site, preservation levels of any buried remains are likely to be 
good. Considerable Bronze Age and Iron Age material has been recorded in the surrounding 
landscape, and there is potential for associated remains, particularly of an agricultural nature to 
survive within the site. There is also some potential for Romano-British remains of a similar nature. 
The site is likely to have formed part of the agricultural hinterland to Britford from the Saxon period 
onwards. 
 
Whilst a WWII anti-aircraft battery is recorded by the Wiltshire and Swindon Historic Environment 
Record at the site boundary, this does not appear to be the accurate position for the feature. No 
evidence of the battery was identified during this assessment. Geophysical survey undertaken 
immediately east of the site has not identified any potential archaeological features. 
 
Due to a lack of previous archaeological investigations, the presence, location and significance of 
any buried heritage assets within the Site cannot currently be confirmed on the basis of the available 
information. Consultation with the Assistant County Archaeologist has suggested that due to the 
existing use of the site that further archaeological works can take place post-determination. A 
programme of controlled archaeological monitoring and recording where the machine excavation is 
guided by an attending archaeologist and provision is made for the excavation and recording of 
exposed features (also called strip, map and record) is proposed. The need for, scale, scope and 
nature of any further assessment should be agreed through consultation with the statutory 
authorities. 
 
This assessment has also considered the potential effects of the development on surrounding 
designated heritage assets, through the alteration of their settings. It was established that the 
proposal would not result in any harm to the significance of any Scheduled Monuments, Registered 
Park & Gardens, Conservation Areas or Listed Buildings within the landscape surrounding the site. 
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Diagnostic and Surgical Hub 
Salisbury District Hospital 

Heritage Statement 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust (the ‘Client’), 

to prepare a Heritage Statement for land at Salisbury District Hospital, Salisbury, Wiltshire, 
SP2 8BJ (hereafter ‘the Site’, Fig. 1), centred on NGR 415066 127264. 

1.1.2 The Heath, Education and Technology (HEAT) Project Salisbury aims to redevelop and 
optimise the facilities at Salisbury District Hospital to create a modern sustainable centre. 
The current aspect of this wider scheme involves the establishment of a Diagnostic and 
Surgical Hub (DASH) building on the eastern side of the hospital campus. 

1.1.3 This report follows the production of three previous assessments of the whole hospital 
complex and possible areas of expansion, undertaken by Wessex Archaeology in 2019. 
These comprised an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Wessex Archaeology 
2019a), a Built Heritage Assessment (Wessex Archaeology 2019b) and a Setting 
Assessment (Wessex Archaeology 2019c). 

1.1.4 This study will inform an outline planning application for the redevelopment of the Site as a 
Diagnostic and Surgical Hub, to be submitted to Wiltshire Council. 

1.2 The Site 
1.2.1 The Site (Photos 1-4) is a rectangular parcel of land encompassing approximately 1.07 ha, 

situated at the south-eastern edge of the Salisbury District Hospital campus. It is formed of 
the helipad, the surrounding grassed area, an access track, a storage area for containers, 
and the southernmost part of Car Parks 8 and 9 and the northern edge of Car Park 10.  

1.2.2 Salisbury District Hospital, which encompasses approximately 21 ha, lies on the west side 
of Odstock Road. The hospital is surrounded by agricultural land, with the exception of Oak 
Tree Field Caravan Site to the north-east. The Britford Park and Ride bus station for 
Salisbury lies 400 m to the north-east of the Hospital and Britford village is beyond. The 
villages of Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham lie between 900 m and 2 km to the south and 
south-east of the Hospital. 

1.2.3 The Site slopes gently from an elevation of between 87 m in the south to around 81.5 m 
aOD. The hospital as a whole occupies the summit of a hill and sits on the eastern side of 
the river valley associated with the Avon.  

1.2.4 The underlying bedrock geology throughout the Site is mapped as the Culver Formation 
Chalk. No superficial geological deposits are recorded (British Geological Survey, Geology 
of Britain Viewer).  
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1.3 Development proposals 
1.3.1 The proposed development will comprise the removal of the current helipad and car park 

surfaces, and construction of the DASH building which occupies a lower ground, ground 
and part first floors. The footprint of the building will lie within the central and northern part 
of the Site, with car parking to the south, a plant compound in the southeastern corner and 
landscaping/ gardens along the northern and eastern boundary. 

1.4 Scope and Aims  
1.4.1 This assessment was requested by the Client in order to determine, as far as is possible 

from existing information, the nature, extent and significance of the historic environment 
resource within the Site and its environs, and to provide an initial assessment of the potential 
impact of development on the heritage assets that embody that significance. 

1.4.2 The specific aims of this assessment are to:  

 outline the known and potential heritage assets within the Site based on a review of 
existing information within a defined study area; 

 assess the significance of known and potential heritage assets through weighted 
consideration of their valued components; 

 assess the potential impact of development or other land changes on the significance 
of the heritage assets and their setting; and 

 make recommendations for strategies to mitigate potential adverse impacts arising 
from the proposed development. 

 
Photo 1: View north across staff car park (northern portion of the Site) 
 



 
Diagnostic and Surgical Hub, Salisbury District Hospital 

Heritage Statement 
 

3 
Doc ref 218342.1 

Issue 8, July 2026 
 

 

 
Photo 2: View south-east across the helipad, noting altered slope  
 
 
 

 
Photo 3: Current site entrance, looking south  
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2 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 There is national legislation and guidance relating to the protection of, and proposed 

development on or near, important archaeological sites or historical buildings within 
planning regulations as defined under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. In addition, local authorities are responsible for the protection of the historic 
environment within the planning system. 

2.1.2 The following section summarises the main components of the national and local planning 
and legislative framework governing the treatment of the historic environment within the 
planning process. Further detail is presented in Appendix 2. 

2.2 Designated heritage assets 
2.2.1 A designated heritage asset is defined in NPPF Annex 2 as: 

‘A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, 
Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under 
the relevant legislation.’ 

2.2.2 Statutory protection is provided to certain classes of designated heritage asset under the 
following legislation: 

 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990;  

 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979; and  

 Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 

2.2.3 The Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 makes provision for the 
compilation of a register of gardens and other land (parks and gardens, and battlefields). 
This duty was given to the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England (then 
English Heritage, now Historic England) under the National Heritage Act 1983. 

2.2.4 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World 
Heritage Committee inscribes World Heritage Sites for their Outstanding Universal Value 
(OUV); ‘cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to transcend national 
boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future generations of all 
humanity’. The United Kingdom is a signatory of the UNESCO Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and National Heritage 1972. England protects its World 
Heritage Sites and their settings, through the statutory designation process and through the 
planning system. 

2.2.5 Further information regarding heritage designations is provided in Appendix 2. 

2.3 National Planning Policy Framework 
2.3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in December 2024 and 

sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be 
applied. 
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2.3.2 Section 16 of the NPPF, entitled Conserving and enhancing the historic environment, sets 
out the principal national guidance on the importance, management and safeguarding of 
heritage assets within the planning process. 

2.3.3 The aim of NPPF Section 16 is to ensure that Local Planning Authorities, developers and 
owners of heritage assets adopt a consistent and holistic approach to their conservation 
and to reduce complexity in planning policy relating to proposals that affect them.  

2.3.4 To summarise, government guidance provides a framework which: 

 recognises that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource; 

 requires applicants to provide proportionate information on the significance of heritage 
assets affected by the proposals and an impact assessment of the proposed 
development on that significance;  

 takes into account the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of 
heritage assets and their setting; 

 places weight on the conservation of designated heritage assets, in line with their 
significance; and  

 requires developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any 
heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their 
importance and impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) 
publicly accessible. 

2.3.5 A selection of excerpts from NPPF Section 16: Conserving and enhancing the historic 
environment is presented in Appendix 2. 

2.3.6 Further additional guidance intended to accompany the NPPF is provided in the Planning 
Practice Guidance (PPG) web-based resource1. 

2.4 Local planning policy and guidance 
2.4.1 The Site is located in the local authority of Wiltshire Council. The Wiltshire Core Strategy 

Development Plan Document ('the plan') was formally adopted on 20 January 2015. The 
plan provides an overarching planning policy framework for Wiltshire for the period up to 
2026.  

2.4.2 Local planning policies that relate to the historic environment and may be relevant to the 
proposed development are presented in Appendix 2. 

 
 
 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
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3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 The methodology employed during this assessment was based upon relevant professional 

guidance, including the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for 
historic environment desk-based assessment (CIfA 2014, revised 2020).  

3.1.2 The previous Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment, Built Heritage Assessment and 
Setting Assessment (Wessex Archaeology 2019a-c) involved archival research, desk-
based assessment and observational site surveys to provide a comprehensive resource 
about the archaeological and historic development of the wider hospital site. These three 
assessments have been used as the primary source of background information for this 
report, with a focus on the historical and archaeological resource of the current Site.  

3.1.3 In order to inform this report, an updated search of the Wiltshire and Swindon Historic 
Environment Record (WSHER) was undertaken. This was based on a Study Area within a 
1 km radius of the Site boundary. The recorded historic environment resource within the 
Study Area was considered in order to identify the heritage assets likely to be impacted by 
the development and provide context for the assessment of their significance. Prior to the 
June revision of this report a further request was sent to the WSHER who provided details 
on a single new event record within the Study Area. 

3.2 Site visit 
3.2.1 The site was visited on 3 July 2025. Weather conditions were clear and bright, with good 

visibility. A fieldwork record comprising digital photography is held in the project archive. 

3.2.2 The aim of the Site visit was to assess the general aspect, character, condition and setting 
of the Site and to identify any prior impacts not evident from secondary sources. The Site 
visit also sought to ascertain if the Site contained any previously unidentified features of 
archaeological, architectural or historic interest. 

3.3 Significance 
3.3.1 Significance (for heritage policy) is defined in NPPF Annex 2 as: 

‘The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. 
The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives 
not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. For World 
Heritage Sites, the cultural value described within each site’s Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value forms part of its significance.’ 

3.3.2 The interests as listed in the NPPF are further defined in Historic England’s (2019) 
Statements of Heritage Significance: analysing significance in heritage assets. These are:  

 Archaeological Interest: there will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it 
holds, or potentially holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert 
investigation at some point;  

 Architectural and Artistic Interest: these are interests in the design and general 
aesthetics of a place. They can arise from conscious design or fortuitously from the 
way the heritage asset has evolved. More specifically, architectural interest is an 
interest in the art or science of the design, construction, craftsmanship and decoration 
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of buildings and structures of all types. Artistic interest is an interest in other human 
creative skill, like sculpture; and  

 Historic Interest: An interest in past lives and events (including prehistoric). Heritage 
assets can illustrate or be associated with them. Heritage assets with historic interest 
not only provide a material record of our nation's history but can also provide meaning 
for communities derived from their collective experience of a place and can symbolise 
wider values such as faith and cultural identity.  

3.3.3 This assessment was also informed by the advice published by Historic England in the 
document entitled Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment: 
historic environment good practice advice in planning note 2 (2015). 

3.4 Assumptions and limitations 
3.4.1 Data used to compile this report consists of secondary information derived from a variety of 

sources, only some of which have been directly examined for the purposes of this study. 
The assumption is made that this data, as well as that derived from other secondary 
sources, is reasonably accurate.  

3.4.2 The records held by the WSHER are not a record of all surviving heritage assets, but a 
record of the discovery of a wide range of archaeological and historical components of the 
historic environment. The information held within it is not complete and does not preclude 
the subsequent discovery of further elements of the historic environment that are, at 
present, unknown. 

3.5 Copyright 
3.5.1 This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright (e.g., Ordnance 

Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the intellectual property of third 
parties, which Wessex Archaeology are able to provide for limited reproduction under the 
terms of our own copyright licences, but for which copyright itself is non-transferable by 
Wessex Archaeology. Users remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic dissemination of the report. 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BASELINE 

4.1 Introduction 
4.1.1 The following section summarises the archaeological and historical development of the site 

and surrounding area in order to better understand the significance of the identified heritage 
assets. 

4.1.2 The relatively high level of previous investigations in the locality, combined with detailed 
knowledge pertaining to the historical development of Salisbury and the hospital site, means 
that the archaeological and historical potential across the Study Area is comparatively well 
understood. 

4.2 Designated heritage assets 
4.2.1 Designated heritage assets located within the Study Area are depicted in Figure 2, and 

discussed in greater detail in Section 6. 

4.2.2 There are no designated heritage assets within the Site. The following designated heritage 
assets lie within the Study Area: 
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 Woodbury Ancient Villages Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1005652), 450 m north of 
the Site 

 Grade II* Registered Park & Garden Longford Castle (NHLE 1000424), 720 m to the 
east of the Site 

 Five Grade II Listed Buildings in the east and south-east of the Study Area 

4.3 Previous studies 
4.3.1 No records of any previous intrusive archaeological investigations within the Site have been 

identified during the preparation of this assessment. 

4.3.2 As part of previous iterations of this project , Wessex Archaeology carried out a gradiometer 
survey in agricultural land immediately east of the Site in 2026 (Figure 5). The magnetic 
gradiometer survey detected several pits across the site. They were interpreted as probable 
chalk extraction pits or possible bomb craters.  

4.3.3  possible former footpath or routeway was visible crossing the site from the south-west to 
north-east. The report stated that whilst its southern end followed the mapped public right 
of way, its northern end diverged from this. It concluded that it may have been an earlier 
phase of footpath for accessing the possible chalk extraction pits. Other origins such as a 
natural gully were also considered possible. 

4.3.4 The remaining features detected were striations in the underlying chalk deposits thought to 
be geological in origin, and modern features including an unofficial footpath in the north-
east and small bits of ferrous waste across the site. 

4.3.5 Within the wider surrounding Study Area, a number of archaeological investigations have 
been undertaken, including large areas of geophysical survey, trial trench evaluations, 
excavations and watching briefs. With one exception, these were all located to the north of 
the Site. Where relevant, the results of these investigations are discussed in further detail 
in Section 4.4, and the discovered features illustrated in Figures 3-4 

4.3.6 Between 1992 and 1995, a study of the archaeological implications for the bypass proposals 
for the village of Melbury Abbas was undertaken by AC Archaeology (EWI11084). The study 
was expanded to include the upgrading of the C13, improvements to the A350 and new 
village bypasses adjacent to the A350. The study included and proposed desk-based 
assessment, detailed walk-over survey, excavation of boreholes, geotechnical trial pits and 
trenches, and geophysical surveys along the route. 

4.3.7 Since the production of the previous Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Wessex 
Archaeology 2019a) which outlines the details of previous investigations in the area, a 
geophysical survey (EWI9584) was undertaken, followed by a 25-trench evaluation and 
Ground Penetrating Radar survey (EWI9710) at Rowbarrow, 750 m north of the Site. The 
investigations recorded features of Bronze Age, Iron Age, Saxon and medieval date. A 
further geophysical survey, which did not locate any features of archaeological interest, was 
also undertaken 800 m north of the Site (EWI11057).  

4.4 Archaeological and historical context 
Prehistoric (970,000 BC–AD 43) 

4.4.1 Well-preserved evidence of late Lower/early Middle Palaeolithic human activity has been 
recovered from within Pleistocene deposits 350 m north of the Site (MWI9689). The 
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Palaeolithic archaeology was shallowly buried, with artefact-bearing deposits located 
immediately beneath the plough soil. Lower/early Middle Palaeolithic archaeology was 
recovered from throughout the Pleistocene sequence, including refitting material and a 
bovid bone with impact notches and an embedded flint chip. 

4.4.2 Neolithic activity was encountered to the 540-900 m north-west of the Site (MWI9874, 
MWI9876). The remains included a large enclosure, two postholes and several pits. 
Artefacts were sparse but included Peterborough Ware pottery, flints and a polished axe 
which places the feature to the Middle to Late Neolithic periods.  

4.4.3 A Bronze Age burial site was discovered 800m to the north of the Site, which included a 
grave containing disturbed or redeposited human bones, and a round barrow containing a 
probable urned cremation burial. The round barrow subsequently became the focus for 
Middle Bronze Age inhumation burials, with four graves being arranged around its western 
side (MWI75643, MWI74240, MWI74238, MWI74239, MWI9708, MWI75452, MWI75453, 
MWI75454, MWI7455, MWI9799). At least one additional Bronze Age barrow was 
discovered to the east of the cemetery, along with a number of ring ditches that were not 
excavated (MWI77089), also likely to represent barrows. Further barrows are also known 
to have existed within proximity of Great Woodbury (MWI8369 and MWI8370). Evidently, 
the northern part of the Study Area was well-utilised for Bronze Age funerary practices. 

4.4.4 Elsewhere in the Study Area, large assemblages of flints and pottery (MWI9708, MWI0712, 
MWI9881, MWI9888) are recorded. The closest to the Site is a large assemblage of Bronze 
Age flints found in the topsoil approximately 420 m north-east of the Site. 

4.4.5 The Scheduled Little Woodbury settlement (NHLE: 1005652, MWI9895), 510 m north of the 
Site was in use during the Early-Middle Iron Age. The settlement was enclosed by a large 
ditch designed for defensive purposes, with evidence of buildings, granary structures, pits 
and smelting. The adjacent Great Woodbury Iron Age Hillfort (NHLE 1005652, MWI9894) 
725 m north-west of the Site is thought to have developed next to (and possibly replaced) 
the earlier Little Woodbury. A geophysical survey of Great Woodbury and the surrounding 
farmland recorded extensive archaeological remains recorded. The survey found the hillfort 
is surrounded by a ditch some 6 m wide and encloses an area of 4.3 ha with apparent north-
west and south-east entrances. Within the surrounding area, extensive linear features may 
be contemporary with the hillfort or form part of later agricultural activity (MWI74665). 

4.4.6 The Bronze Age mortuary site identified to the north of Little Woodbury saw further use 
during the Iron Age period, including at least nine inhumation burials dated to the Early Iron 
Age, a possible enclosure ditch, pits associated with quarrying and clusters of postholes 
indicative of settlement (MWI75457-5, MWI74241-2), located 815 m north of the Site.  

4.4.7 There are a large number of cropmarks identified through aerial photography within the 
Study Area that have not been subject to any intrusive investigation. While a date of 
prehistoric is likely for those near areas of prehistoric activity, this cannot be confirmed. 
Cropmarks of ring ditches, such as those between 330 – 600 m to the west of the Site 
(MWI10146, MWI10150, MWI10180, MWI10185) and around 460 m to the south 
(MWI8353-5) are suspected to be Bronze Age or Iron Age in date, and have been assigned 
a general prehistoric date.  

Romano-British (AD 43–410) 
4.4.8 Evidence suggests there was some level of continuation from the Iron Age into the Romano-

British period within the Study Area. Two coins, of 3rd and 4th century date, were recovered 
from the upper fill of the defensive ditch along with Romano- British pottery, suggesting that 
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the Great Woodbury Hillfort remained in use during this period. This also suggests that as 
yet undated or un-investigated features surrounding the hillfort could be Romano-British in 
date.  

4.4.9 The remains of a Romano-British field system recorded at Downton Road 815 m north of 
the Site (MWI75459) indicates that the land was actively managed and cultivated in the 
Study Area at this time. The remainder of Romano-British evidence within the Study Area 
comprises findspots of pottery (MWI9728, MWI9906 and MWI9911). This implies that during 
this period, the area was under an arable agricultural regime, which incorporated domestic 
refuse into manuring techniques. 

Anglo-Saxon (AD 410–1066) and Medieval (AD 1066–1500) 
4.4.10 The only recorded Anglo-Saxon activity within the Study Area is an extensive Early Saxon 

burial ground located 820 m to the north of the Site (MWI77553). The cemetery, of at least 
62 inhumation burials, is focussed on the earlier Bronze Age round barrow(s). A spearhead 
of early 6th century date was located in the grave nearest to the barrow. 

4.4.11 Britford (MWI9732), located 980 m to the north-west, has Anglo-Saxon origins, and the 
parish church is pre-Conquest in origin. Earthworks of the medieval village of Britford and 
a possible moated manor were recorded prior to destruction (MWI9781). 

4.4.12 Evidence of the medieval period within the Study Area comprises the remnants of medieval 
ridge and furrow cultivation (MWI77090) and two stray findspots, including a piece of 
medieval roof tile (MWI9976) recorded 290 m south-west of the Site. 

4.4.13 Both Britford and Odstock, approximately 1 km to the south of the Site, were recorded in 
the Domesday Survey of 1086. Both fairly large settlements for the time, Britford had a 
recorded population of 48 households and Odstock had 29 households. At the time, 
Britford’s lands included 20 ploughlands, 100 acres of meadow, two mills and a church. 
Odstock lists 6 ploughlands, 40 acres of meadow, woodland and a single mill 
(OpenDomesday). Situated beyond these known settlements, the Site is likely to have 
formed part of the agricultural hinterland during the Saxon and medieval periods. 

Post-medieval to 19th century (AD 1500– 1900) 
4.4.14 There are three farmsteads of either post-medieval or 19th century origin (MWI70881, 

MWI70882, MWI70883) within the Study Area. Each farm is of the courtyard plan type and 
have seen considerable loss of their historic buildings.  

4.4.15 Water meadows of post-medieval date are recorded to the north-west of the Site around 
the River Avon (MWI9774, MWI9775) and along the Ebble to the south (MWI63483). The 
meadows situated close to Longford Castle Grounds are a good surviving example and the 
associated weir now forms a key landscape feature of the parkland now a Grade II* 
Registered Park and Garden (NHLE 1000424). 

4.4.16 The nearest post-medieval evidence recorded to the Site is a small assemblage of pottery 
and building material which was recovered during a watching brief along a water pipeline, 
approximately 280 m to the south-west (MWI8362). 

4.4.17 The earliest cartographic depictions of Salisbury and the surrounding region, dating to the 
mid-late 18th century illustrate little detail within the Study Area. However, the 1807 map of 
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Berwick St John and surrounds2 shows the area in greater detail, and the Site is visible as 
part of a long rectangular field. The Site appears to be bisected by a trackway leading to a 
small, unmarked building (beyond the Site boundary), likely a barn.  

4.4.18 The 1840 Britford Tithe Map (not illustrated) depicts some field boundary loss, and the Site 
now formed part of a larger triangular field, bounded to the west by a trackway which mirrors 
the route of the present-day Victoria Drive East. The accompanying tithe apportionment 
indicates the field was in arable use owned by George Purefoy Jervoise Esquire. Ordnance 
Survey mapping of the late 19th century show the Site’s continued agricultural use (Figure 
6a), with no features of note illustrated beyond a footpath crossing the south-east.  

Salisbury Hospital (1900- present) 
4.4.19 The hospital at Odstock originated as a U.S. Army general hospital and officially opened in 

1943. The hospital comprised a mixture of brick structures and temporary military huts. Due 
to value of the hospital during World War II, a heavy anti-aircraft battery is known to have 
been constructed to protect it. The battery was armed with four 3.7-inch mobile guns from 
1942 and was manned by the 301 Battery of the 98th Royal Artillery Regiment.  

4.4.20 The HER data places the battery directly over the south-eastern Site boundary 
(MWI131635), which at the time, lay beyond the extent of the hospital. However, it should 
be noted that the NGR of the feature is 415100 127200, and likely based on the nearest 
gridline as opposed to the precise location of the battery. No evidence of the feature was 
noted during the Site visit (Photo 4). Aerial photographs of the 1940s do not highlight an 
obvious location for the battery within the Site (Figure 6b), but LiDAR imagery appears to 
suggest that the feature lies in the next field along to the east (Wessex Archaeology 2019a). 

 
 
 
2 https://www.oldmapsonline.org/en/maps/5d72a0c0-d53d-5929-90b5-54f016633818?gid=546ea236-a1cd-
5daf-bb96-006cf9bd061d#position=9.6358/51.0391/-1.984/-12.98&year=1807  

https://www.oldmapsonline.org/en/maps/5d72a0c0-d53d-5929-90b5-54f016633818?gid=546ea236-a1cd-5daf-bb96-006cf9bd061d#position=9.6358/51.0391/-1.984/-12.98&year=1807
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/en/maps/5d72a0c0-d53d-5929-90b5-54f016633818?gid=546ea236-a1cd-5daf-bb96-006cf9bd061d#position=9.6358/51.0391/-1.984/-12.98&year=1807
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Photo 4: View north-east along hedgerow at recorded location of WWII gun emplacement  

4.4.21 After World War II, the hospital was handed over to the local authorities and developed 
specialist facilities so that by the mid-1980s, it had become a centre for specialist services 
for the Wessex region - in particular, burns and plastic surgery and spinal injuries. In the 
late-1980s the hospital was subject to major redevelopment so that all NHS hospital 
services in Salisbury would be in one location. The hospital was renamed Salisbury District 
Hospital and opened in 1993 (Wessex Archaeology 2019b). 

4.4.22 The helipad is visible within the Site in a 19913 aerial photograph of the hospital as a simple 
tarmacked rectangle with a short access track. The helipad was redeveloped to its current 
form in 2022/2023. 

Undated 
4.4.23 A circular mark is visible within the Site in aerial photography of the 1940s (Figure 6b), and 

to a lesser extent in later photos. A similar feature is also visible to the north-east, in the 
field beyond the Site. The feature is not visible on LiDAR imagery of the Site (Wessex 
Archaeology 2019a). Now beneath the car park, the feature’s function is uncertain, although 
it could potentially be of archaeological interest.  

4.4.24 The geophysical survey identified an anomaly corresponding to the feature north-east of 
the Site (Wessex Archaeology 2026) as well as similar features further to the north and east 
which are not visible on this aerial photograph. The features possible interpretated as quarry 
pits did not appear as active quarrying on available historic mapping or aerial photography 
and were thought to be likely post-medieval or earlier. There was also the possibility that 

 
 
 
3 Aerial Photograph 97-91-011 - Wiltshire C.C. 
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the pits were WWII bomb craters given the nearby Salisbury Hospital originally opened as 
a U.S. Army general hospital in 1943.  

4.4.25 A great number of undated features, detected through aerial photography, are recorded 
within the Study Area. Without intrusive investigation, the antiquity of these features remains 
uncertain. No undated features are recorded by WSHER within the Site, however a possible 
enclosure is recorded 130 m to the north-east (MWI9801). A small portion of the feature 
was subject to evaluation, but no remains were found. The recent geophysical survey also 
did not identify any corresponding feature (Wessex Archaeology 2026) lending weight to 
the idea that this possible feature has either been poorly located from the aerial imagery or 
is not an archaeological feature. 

5 ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVIVAL, POTENTIAL AND SIGNIFICANCE 

5.1 Previous impacts and survival 
5.1.1 A review of the available cartographic and documentary evidence indicates that the Site 

remained undeveloped throughout much of its documented history. As such, prior to 
hospital development within the Site, impacts to any potential buried archaeological remains 
would be confined to upper soil horizons, deriving from earlier agricultural practices, 
including plough activity, fencing, land drainage and unrecorded, short-lived agricultural 
buildings such as barns. Ploughing may have had a more considerable impact upon any 
near-surface archaeological features, although any features present in deeper contexts may 
be better preserved.  

 
Photo 5: Altered slope (raised) at northern edge of helipad  

5.1.2 Sub-surface impact caused by the construction of the helipad is likely to have only impacted 
the upper soil horizons, with the exception of the south-western corner (Photo 2) which cuts 
into the slope, and will likely have removed any archaeological features in this area. 
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Conversely, the built-up ground at the northern edge of the helipad (Photo 5) may have 
preserved any buried remains in situ beneath the bank. 

5.1.3 Areas beneath the car park, access track and surfaces are considered less likely to have 
suffered substantial sub-surface impact to potential archaeology. Whilst it is anticipated that 
a certain amount of levelling of the ground surface will have been undertaken ahead of 
construction of these features, this is likely to have impacted only the upper soil horizons. 
Such impacts are unlikely to have destroyed potential archaeology completely.  

5.1.4 The site visit illustrated that the Site is crossed by several services. Any potential 
archaeology within the footprint of the service trenches is expected to have been removed. 

5.1.5 Overall, there is good potential for archaeological remains to have survived within the Site, 
particularly in areas that have not been developed. 

5.2 Archaeological potential and significance 
5.2.1 Due to previous investigations within the Study Area, the archaeological resource is 

moderately well understood. There is no current indication that any potential features within 
the Site would be of such complexity or rarity to warrant consideration as assets of national 
significance (i.e. equivalent to Scheduled Monuments). 

5.2.2 The Site lies beyond the recorded extent of superficial Quaternary deposits most commonly 
associated with Palaeolithic artefacts. However, Palaeolithic evidence recorded in the Study 
Area was unexpected, and found in an area where no Pleistocene deposits are mapped by 
the BGS. The adjacent geophysical survey identified some geological responses (Wessex 
Archaeology 2026) however these appear to relate to striations in the underlying chalk 
rather than overlying superficial deposits which might mask or contain early prehistoric 
activity. As such the potential of encountering any remains of this date within the Site is 
considered to be very limited. Any Palaeolithic evidence is rare nationally and has the 
potential to contribute to national and regional research themes and priorities.  

5.2.3 Based on the archaeological resource of the Study Area and wider region, there is 
considered to be some potential for features and/or artefacts of a Neolithic date. There is 
particular potential for Bronze Age and Iron Age remains to survive within the Site, possibly 
contemporary with the surrounding settlement, funerary and agricultural activity. It is 
uncertain as to what form such remains could take, and the significance of any Neolithic to 
Iron Age features would be associated with their feature type and archaeological interest. 
Those of a strictly agricultural nature would be of only limited, local significance, whereas 
funerary evidence (utilising the Site’s hilltop location) would be of greater archaeological 
interest.  

5.2.4 The previous land use of the Site during the Romano-British is period is uncertain. However, 
based on discoveries within the Study Area, there is potential for remains of this period to 
survive within the Site, most likely of an agricultural nature, such as trackways and field 
systems, as well as isolated findspots. Such features are considered likely to be of local 
significance only.  

5.2.5 As the Site is likely to have been in agricultural use from the Saxon period onwards, there 
is potential to encounter associated features within the Site. These would be of limited, local 
significance, particularly if poorly-preserved. 

5.2.6 The Site does not include any of the 1940s buildings associated with the original U.S. 
military hospital. However, there is some potential to encounter evidence of military activity 
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within the Site. This would likely comprise isolated findspots or ephemeral buried evidence 
and would not be of archaeological significance. 

6 SETTING OF HERITAGE ASSETS 

6.1 Introduction 
6.1.1 This section presents an assessment of the potential effects of the proposed development 

in relation to the settings of designated heritage assets. The NPPF defines the setting of a 
heritage asset as: 

‘the surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may 
change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive 
or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate 
that significance or may be neutral.’ 

 
6.1.2 The setting assessment described here has been based on that undertaken for the entire 

hospital site (Wessex Archaeology 2019c). It was guided by The Setting of Heritage Assets: 
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (GPA3; Historic England 
2017) and presented Stages 1 and 2 as defined by the GPA3. Step 1 of the approach is to 
‘identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected’. Step 2 requires assessment 
of ‘the degree to which these settings and views make a contribution to the significance of 
the heritage asset(s) or allow significance to be appreciated’. 

6.2 Scoping exercise 
6.2.1 The scoping exercise for the whole hospital site was undertaken for the previous Setting 

Assessment, primarily by means of a GIS analysis combined with observations made during 
the Site visit and Study Area walkover. It considered the surrounding topographic and 
environmental conditions, built form, vegetation cover, and lines of sight. This allowed for a 
consideration of the significance of potentially affected assets and an appraisal of the 
degree of change likely to arise from the development proposals. While the Study Area 
informs our assessment, it is not the limit of the area considered as part of the scoping 
exercise.  

6.2.2 Of the assets assessed in greater detail in the previous report, the following lie within (or 
immediately beyond) the current Study Area: 

 Scheduled Monument Woodbury Ancient Villages (NHLE 1005652); and 

 Grade II* Registered Park & Garden Longford Castle (NHLE 1000424);  

 Britford Conservation Area.  

6.2.3 Consultation with the Conservation Officer also suggested that the Grade I Listed Longford 
Castle (NHLE 1355742) as well as the Grade II Registered Park and Garden (NHLE 
1001244) and Grade I Listed Building of Trafalgar should also be considered. 

6.3 Discussion 
6.3.1 The proposed development sits within the context of the wider hospital complex, which 

comprises sprawling low-rise development, largely mid-20th century in appearance and 
some larger, more modern buildings at the northern side. There are two chimney stacks 
within the central part of the hospital that are relatively prominent in views from the 
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surrounding area.  The buildings are interspersed with some planting, however, the majority 
of the space between buildings is taken up by access roads and car parking. The proposed 
DASH building would introduce built from into an area that is currently predominantly 
hardstanding and would extend the built form of the hospital eastwards (Stephenson 
Halliday 2026). 

6.3.2 Indicative site designs illustrated the proposed DASH as a flat roofed building, two storeys 
in height with a lower ground level (utilising the existing south-north slope of the Site). It fits 
in with the general massing of the larger of the surrounding hospital buildings and does not 
represent a significant change in the character of the hospital campus overall. 

6.3.3 Woodbury Ancient Villages (NHLE 1005652) is a heritage asset of high significance, 
reflected in its inclusion on the National List as a Scheduled Monument. The monument 
derives the majority of this significance from its archaeological interest, and the buried 
remains preserved within both settlements have the ability to enhance our understanding 
of Iron Age technology. The significance of the monument is also informed by its historic 
interest, as it informs a story of socio-political change within Iron Age societies through time 
in this region.  It was previously determined (Wessex Archaeology 2019c) that Woodbury 
Ancient Villages would only be sensitive to development that would extend the visibility of 
the existing roofline and massing along the northern margins of the hospital site. Whilst the 
ZTV (Stephenson Halliday 2026) indicates possible intervisibility between the proposed 
DASH building and the monument only at the most eastern edge, the Site lies on the furthest 
side of the hospital campus from the Scheduled Monument and would likely be 
predominately screened by the existing hospital buildings lying at the centre of the campus 
(Photo 6). The proposed structure would not appear as a tangible change in the setting of 
the Scheduled Monument, and as such, the proposed development would have no impact 
on its setting. 

   
   Photo 6: View north-east from Site towards main hospital building  
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6.3.4 Longford Castle Park is considered to be of high significance, as recognised by its inclusion 

in the National List as a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden (NHLE 1000424). It contains 
the Grade I Listed Longford Castle (NHLE 1355742) which is located to the east of the park. 
The park’s significance is derived from considerable aesthetic interest (meticulously 
planned and designed landscapes) and historic interest (as a well maintained and enhanced 
example of a post-medieval country estate). The Longford Castle’s significance is derived 
from it’s historic (as a good surviving example of post-medieval, high status house) and 
architectural interest (with surviving original features both internally and externally), as well 
as from its setting within the post-medieval parkland with which it is historically associated. 
It was previously demonstrated (Wessex Archaeology 2019c) that whilst the Site lies within 
Longford Castle Park’s wider rural hinterland, the aspects of the setting which include the 
Site made little contribution to the significance of the Grade II* Registered Park and indeed 
less to the Grade I Listed Building. A change in the character of the Site, even in the event 
that some glimpsed views were to be established between the new development and the 
park would not be likely to adversely affect any aspect of the park’s significance, nor the 
ability to appreciate that significance. The western edge of the park is marked by woodland 
which screens views of the wider landscape, masking both the parkland and those assets 
such as the Grade I Listed Building contained within (Stephenson Halliday 2026, Figure 3). 
As such, there are no specific design considerations which should be taken into account 
with regard to Longford Castle Registered Park and Garden nor associated assets such as 
the Grade I Longford Castle.  

6.3.5 Trafalgar is considered to be of moderate to high significance, as recognised by its inclusion 
in the National List as a Grade II Registered Park and Garden (NHLE 1001244). It also 
contains the Grade I Listed Trafalgar House (NHLE 1183796). It lies out with the Study Area 
and extent of the ZTV at a distance greater than 4.2 km from the eastern boundary of the 
Site.  As well as the large distance separating the Site from the parkland (and assets 
contained within), intervening topography and substantial woodland also provide a natural 
barrier between the two. Moreover, there are no intentional, key views out towards the wider 
landscape.  As such, there are no specific design considerations which should be taken into 
account with regard to Trafalgar Registered Park and Garden nor the Grade I Trafalgar 
House. 

6.3.6 As a nationally designated Conservation Area (CA), Britford it is afforded moderate to high 
significance, which is derived largely from its aesthetic value. It also serves as the setting 
for the numerous designated and non-designated heritage assets within it and which lend 
it its character and appearance. The earlier setting assessment of Britford CA (Wessex 
Archaeology 2019c) illustrated that views from the Conservation Area towards the hospital 
are largely contained by treelines, especially those flanking the Avon and around the water 
meadows. Whilst it is possible that some inter-visibility will be established with the new 
structure from very limited points within the CA, these are areas from which the existing 
hospital complex is already visible (Stephenson Halliday 2026, Figure 3 and Viewpoint 7). 
It is considered highly unlikely that any such views would be considered to alter the 
appearance or special character of the CA, or to affect its significance in any appreciable 
way.  

6.3.7 No Listed Buildings were considered to be sensitive to development within the hospital site 
as a whole in the previous settings assessment (Wessex Archaeology 2019c). There are 
no discernible (non-visual) historical or landscape associations between any of these assets 
and the Site. However, the ZTV indicates that the proposed development could be 
intervisible with the Listed Buildings at Manor Farm (NHLE 1181508, 1355763) and at 
Longford Farm (NHLE 1023833, 1023834). The site visit undertaken as part of this report 
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did not establish well-defined views towards these farmsteads, largely as a result of 
intervening vegetation. Nevertheless, in both instances, the key element of the setting of 
these listed farm buildings which contributes to their significance is the farmstead itself and 
the associated agricultural land in its immediate vicinity. This would remain unchanged 
following the construction of the proposed development. The proposed structure would not 
appear as a significant change in the setting of any Listed Building. 

Summary 
6.3.8 It has been determined that no designated heritage assets within the surrounding landscape 

would be sensitive to development within the Site, as a result to change within their setting. 
Consequently, no assets have been scoped in for a full settings assessment for this report.  

7 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT EFFECTS 

7.1 Introduction 
7.1.1 This section provides an initial assessment of the potential effects of the proposed 

development in relation the historic environment resource.  

7.2 Statement of potential impact 
Designated heritage assets  

7.2.1 There will be no physical impact on any designated heritage assets. Likewise, as discussed 
above in Section 6, there will be no impact to the significance of any designated heritage 
asset as a result of change within their setting. 

Archaeological remains 
7.2.2 The construction of the proposed development is anticipated to entail the following sources 

of ground disturbance and excavations: 

 preliminary site investigation works such as geotechnical pits; 

 construction activities; 

 topsoil stripping; 

 terracing/ levelling; 

 piling and/or excavation of new foundation trenches; 

 installation of services, drainage and other infrastructure; 

 establishment of new car parking areas, roads and access points; and 

 soft landscaping (environmental enhancement works, planting).  

7.2.3 The most destructive elements of the development proposals in terms of below ground 
archaeology would be associated with excavation into the existing slope for the lower 
ground level and excavation of foundations and service trenches. Such activities have the 
potential to result in the damage to or loss of any buried archaeological features which may 
be present within their footprint. This could in turn result in a total or partial loss of 
significance of these heritage assets. Any adverse impact to buried archaeological features 
would be permanent and irreversible in nature. 
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7.2.4 Any potential adverse effect on buried archaeological remains could be reduced through 
the implementation of an appropriate scheme of archaeological assessment and mitigation. 

8 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1.1 The effect of the development proposals on the known and potential heritage resource will 
be a material consideration in determination of the planning application. This study has 
identified no overriding cultural heritage constraints which are likely to prohibit development. 

Designated heritage assets  
8.1.2 The assessment has established that the proposed development would not alter any 

elements of setting that contribute to the significance of the designated heritage assets 
included in the Study Area. No harm has been identified to any Listed Building, Scheduled 
Monument, Registered Park and Garden or Conservation Area surrounding the Site, on 
account of intervening development, topography and a lack of associative relationships. 

Archaeological remains 
8.1.3 This assessment has established that there is an archaeological interest within the Site. 

Based on the surrounding archaeological resource, there is considered to be a potential for 
later prehistoric and/or Romano-British features, possibly of an agricultural nature within the 
Site. The Site is likely to have formed agricultural land from the Saxon period onwards, and 
sub-surface remnants of associated features are expected to be encountered within the 
Site.  

8.1.4 No evidence of the WWII anti-aircraft battery recorded within the Site by WSHER was 
identified during this assessment. The location appears to have been given an approximate 
location only, and it is possible that remains of the battery lies further to the east.  

8.1.5 Due to a lack of previous archaeological investigations, the presence, location and 
significance of any buried heritage assets within the Site cannot currently be confirmed on 
the basis of the available information. Any adverse impact to buried archaeological features 
as a result of the implementation of the development proposals would be permanent and 
irreversible in nature.  

8.1.6 Subsequent to earlier revisions of this report and after the adjacent geophysical survey, the 
Assistant County Archaeologist was consulted to discuss the timing and scope of any 
further archaeological works required. Within the Site, any archaeological remains are likely 
to be impacted in areas by existing structures and landscaping, and due to its current use, 
it is difficult to undertake any investigations prior to determination. As such a programme of 
controlled archaeological monitoring and recording during construction, where the machine 
excavation is guided by an attending archaeologist and provision is made for the excavation 
and recording of exposed features (also called strip, map and record), is considered 
appropriate. 

8.1.7 The need for, scope and nature of any further archaeological works should be agreed 
through consultation with the statutory authorities. 
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa2-managing-significance-in-decision-taking/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa2-managing-significance-in-decision-taking/
http://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/%20publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
http://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/%20publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-note-12/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-note-12/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/47/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/
http://www.wdwtplan.org.uk/Documents/data/Wiltshire%20adopted-local-plan-jan16.pdf
http://www.wdwtplan.org.uk/Documents/data/Wiltshire%20adopted-local-plan-jan16.pdf
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Wiltshire County Council 2023 Regulation 19 Pre-submission Draft Local Plan 2038 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/11976/Wiltshire-Local-Plan-Pre-Submission-Draft-
2020-2038-Regulation-
19/pdf/Wiltshire_Local_Plan_Reg_19_web_accessible_version.pdf?m=1695730562743  

Wessex Archaeology 2019a. Health, Education and Technology (HEAT) Project: Historic 
Environment Desk-Based Assessment of Salisbury District Hospital. Unpublished client 
report 218340.01 

Wessex Archaeology 2019b. Health, Education and Technology (HEAT) Project: Built Heritage 
Assessment of Salisbury District Hospital. Unpublished client report 218340.02 

Wessex Archaeology 2019c. Health, Education and Technology (HEAT) Project: Settings 
Assessment of Salisbury District Hospital. Unpublished client report 218340.03 

Wessex Archaeology 2026. HEAT Project (Salisbury District Hospital), Salisbury, Wiltshire: Detailed 
Gradiometer Survey Report. Unpublished client report 218343.02 

 

Historic Environment Records 
Wiltshire and Swindon Historic Environment Record (WSHER) 

 

Cartographic and documentary sources 
1773 Andrews A topographical map of Wiltshire 

1794 Cary New map of England and Wales, with part of Scotland: Wiltshire 

1807 Berwick St John Ordnance Survey Drawing 

1840  Britford Tithe Map 

1887  First Edition Ordnance Survey Map 

1901  Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map 

1927  Third Edition Ordnance Survey Map 

1927  Ordnance Survey map, 1:10,560 scale 

1962  Ordnance Survey map, 1:10,560 scale 

1973  Ordnance Survey map, 1:2500 scale 

1991 Aerial Photograph 97-91-011 - Wiltshire C.C. 

2002 - present Satellite Imagery via Google Earth 

 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/11976/Wiltshire-Local-Plan-Pre-Submission-Draft-2020-2038-Regulation-19/pdf/Wiltshire_Local_Plan_Reg_19_web_accessible_version.pdf?m=1695730562743
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/11976/Wiltshire-Local-Plan-Pre-Submission-Draft-2020-2038-Regulation-19/pdf/Wiltshire_Local_Plan_Reg_19_web_accessible_version.pdf?m=1695730562743
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/11976/Wiltshire-Local-Plan-Pre-Submission-Draft-2020-2038-Regulation-19/pdf/Wiltshire_Local_Plan_Reg_19_web_accessible_version.pdf?m=1695730562743
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Online resources 
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/map-viewers/bgs-geology-viewer/ – BGS Geology Viewer 

https://opendomesday.org/ – Domesday survey information 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-listt – information on designated assets  

http://www.kypwest.org.uk/ - Know Your Place 

https://opendomesday.org/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list
http://www.kypwest.org.uk/
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Terminology 
Glossary 
The terminology used in this assessment follows definitions contained within Annex 2 of NPPF: 
 
Archaeological interest There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or potentially holds, 

evidence of past human activity worthy of expert investigation at some point.  
 

Conservation  
(for heritage policy) 

The process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in a way that sustains 
and, where appropriate, enhances its significance. 
 

Designated heritage 
asset 

A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, 
Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under 
the relevant legislation. 
 

Heritage asset A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of 
significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. It 
includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning authority 
(including local listing). 
 

Historic environment All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between people and places 
through time, including all surviving physical remains of past human activity, whether visible, 
buried or submerged, and landscaped and planted or managed flora. 
 

Historic environment 
record 

Information services that seek to provide access to comprehensive and dynamic resources 
relating to the historic environment of a defined geographic area for public benefit and use. 
 

Setting of a heritage 
asset 

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may 
change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive 
or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate 
that significance or may be neutral. 
 

Significance  
(for heritage policy) 

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. 
The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not 
only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. For World Heritage 
Sites, the cultural value described within each site’s Statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value forms part of its significance. 
 

 
Other definitions have been taken from Planning Practice Guidance: 
Architectural and 
artistic interest 

These are interests in the design and general aesthetics of a place. They can arise from conscious 
design or fortuitously from the way the heritage asset has evolved. More specifically, architectural 
interest is an interest in the art or science of the design, construction, craftsmanship and 
decoration of buildings and structures of all types. Artistic interest is an interest in other human 
creative skill, like sculpture. 
Paragraph: 006 Reference ID: 18a-006-20190723; Revision date: 23 07 2019 

Historic interest An interest in past lives and events (including pre-historic). Heritage assets can illustrate or be 
associated with them. Heritage assets with historic interest not only provide a material record of 
our nation’s history, but can also provide meaning for communities derived from their collective 
experience of a place and can symbolise wider values such as faith and cultural identity. 
Paragraph: 006 Reference ID: 18a-006-20190723; Revision date: 23 07 2019 
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Non-Designated 
heritage asset 

Non-designated heritage assets are buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes 
identified by plan-making bodies as having a degree of heritage significance meriting 
consideration in planning decisions but which do not meet the criteria for designated heritage 
assets. 
A substantial majority of buildings have little or no heritage significance and thus do not constitute 
heritage assets. Only a minority have enough heritage significance to merit identification as non-
designated heritage assets. 
Paragraph: 039 Reference ID: 18a-039-20190723; Revision date: 23 07 2019 

 
 
Chronology 
Where referred to in the text, the main archaeological periods are broadly defined by the following 
date ranges: 
 

Prehistoric 

Palaeolithic 970,000–10,000 BC 
Mesolithic 10,000–4000 BC 
Neolithic 4000–2400 BC 
Bronze Age 2400–700 BC 
Iron Age 700 BC–AD 43 

Historic 

Romano-British AD 43–410 
Anglo-Saxon AD 410–1066 
Medieval AD 1066–1500 
Post-medieval AD 1500–1800 
19th century AD 1800–1899 
Modern 1900–present day 
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Appendix 2 Legislative and planning framework 
Designated Heritage Assets 
 
Designation Associated Legislation Overview 
World Heritage 
Sites 

- The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage Committee inscribes World 
Heritage Sites for their Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) – cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to 
transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future generations of all humanity. England 
protects its World Heritage Sites and their settings, including any buffer zones or equivalent, through the statutory designation 
process and through the planning system. The National Planning Policy Framework sets out detailed policies for the conservation 
and enhancement of the historic environment, including World Heritage Sites, through both plan-making and decision-taking. 

Scheduled 
Monuments and 
Areas of 
Archaeological 
Importance 

Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 
1979 

Under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, the Secretary of State (DCMS) can schedule any site which 
appears to be of national importance because of its historic, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest. The historic 
town centres of Canterbury, Chester, Exeter, Hereford and York have been designated as Archaeological Areas of Importance 
under Part II of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. Additional controls are placed upon works affecting 
Scheduled Monuments and Areas of Archaeological Importance under the Act. The consent of the Secretary of State (DCMS), as 
advised by Historic England, is required for certain works affecting Scheduled Monuments.  

Listed Buildings  Planning (Listed 
Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 
1990 

In England, under Section 1 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Secretary of State is required 
to compile lists of buildings of special architectural or historic interest, on advice from English Heritage/Historic England. Works 
affecting Listed Buildings are subject to additional planning controls administered by Local Planning Authorities. Historic England is 
a statutory consultee in certain works affecting Listed Buildings. Under certain circumstances, Listed Building Consent is required 
for works affecting Listed Buildings. 

Conservation 
Areas 

Planning (Listed 
Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 
1990 

A Conservation Area is an area which has been designated because of its special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. In most cases, Conservation Areas are designated by Local Planning 
Authorities. Section 72 (1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires authorities to have regard 
to the fact that there is a Conservation Area when exercising any of their functions under the Planning Acts and to pay special 
attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of Conservation Areas. Although a locally 
administered designation, Conservation Areas may nevertheless be of national importance and significant developments within a 
Conservation Area are referred to Historic England.  

Registered Parks 
and Gardens and 
Registered 
Battlefields 

Historic Buildings and 
Ancient Monuments Act 
1953 
National Heritage Act 
1983 

The Register of Parks and Gardens was established under the National Heritage Act 1983. The Battlefields Register was 
established in 1995. Both Registers are administered by Historic England. These designations are non-statutory but are, 
nevertheless, material considerations in the planning process. Historic England and The Garden’s Trust (formerly known as The 
Garden History Society) are statutory consultees in works affecting Registered Parks and Gardens 

Protected Wreck 
Sites 

Protection of Wrecks Act 
1973 

The Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 allows the Secretary of State to designate a restricted area around a wreck to prevent 
uncontrolled interference. These statutorily protected areas are likely to contain the remains of a vessel, or its contents, which are of 
historical, artistic or archaeological importance. 
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National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
 
NPPF Section 16: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 
Para. 
207 

In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution 
made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the 
proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate 
expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes, or has the potential to include, heritage assets with archaeological interest, local 
planning authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation. 

Para. 
208 

Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development 
affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this into account when considering the 
impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise any conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal. 

Para. 
210 

In determining applications, local planning authorities should take account of: 
a) the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 
b) the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and 
c) the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness. 

Para. 
212 

When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation 
(and the more important the asset, the greater the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether any potential harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less 
than substantial harm to its significance. 

Para. 
213 

Any harm to, or loss of, the significance of a designated heritage asset (from its alteration or destruction, or from development within its setting), should require clear and 
convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of: 
a) grade II listed buildings, or grade II registered parks or gardens, should be exceptional; 
b) assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, registered battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* 
registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional75. 
 
75 Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest, which are demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject 
to the policies for designated heritage assets. 

Para. 
214 

Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to (or total loss of significance of) a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse 
consent, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or total loss is necessary to achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of 
the following apply: 
a) the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and 
b) no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation; and 
c) conservation by grant-funding or some form of not for profit, charitable or public ownership is demonstrably not possible; and 
d) the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use. 

Para. 
215 

Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public 
benefits of the proposal including, where appropriate, securing its optimum viable use. 
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NPPF Section 16: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 
Para. 
216 

The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications 
that directly or indirectly affect non-designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance 
of the heritage asset. 

Para. 
218 

Local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a 
manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible76. However, the ability to record 
evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be permitted. 
 
76Copies of evidence should be deposited with the relevant historic environment record, and any archives with a local museum or other public depository. 

Para. 
219 

Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites, and within the setting of heritage 
assets, to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to the asset (or which better 
reveal its significance) should be treated favourably. 

Para. 
220 

Not all elements of a Conservation Area or World Heritage Site will necessarily contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive 
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site should be treated either as substantial harm under paragraph 214 or less than 
substantial harm under paragraph 215, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element affected and its contribution to the significance of the 
Conservation Area or World Heritage Site as a whole. 

Para. 
221 

Local planning authorities should assess whether the benefits of a proposal for enabling development, which would otherwise conflict with planning policies but which 
would secure the future conservation of a heritage asset, outweigh the disbenefits of departing from those policies. 

 
 
Local Planning Policy 
 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Development Plan (Jan 2015) 
Policy ref. Title Scope 
Core Policy 
58 

Ensuring the 
conservation of the 
historic environment 

Development should protect, conserve and where possible enhance the historic environment. Designated heritage assets and their settings will 
be conserved, and where appropriate enhanced in a manner appropriate to their significance, including: 
i. nationally significant archaeological remains 
ii. World Heritage Sites within and adjacent to Wiltshire 
iii. buildings and structures of special architectural or historic interest 
iv. the special character or appearance of conservation areas 
v. historic parks and gardens 
vi. important landscapes, including registered battlefields and townscapes. 
Distinctive elements of Wiltshire’s historic environment, including non-designated heritage assets, which contribute to a sense of local character 
and identity will be conserved, and where possible enhanced. The potential contribution of these heritage assets towards wider social, cultural, 
economic and environmental benefits will also be utilised where this can be delivered in a sensitive and appropriate manner in accordance with 
Core Policy 57 (Ensuring High Quality Design and Place Shaping). 
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Wiltshire Core Strategy Development Plan (Jan 2015) 
Policy ref. Title Scope 

Heritage assets at risk will be monitored and development proposals that improve their condition will be encouraged. The advice of statutory 
and local consultees will be sought in consideration of such applications. 
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Appendix 3 Gazetteer 
Archaeological Remains 

HER No. Name Period Easting Northing 
MWI8360 Undated Flint, South of Great Woodbury Prehistoric 414709 127721 
MWI8361 Prehistoric Pits, South of Little Woodbury Prehistoric 414887 127731 
MWI8362 Post Medieval Pottery, Near Odstock Hospital Post-medieval 414780 127037 
MWI8353 Undated Ring Ditch, Northwest of Longford Farm Prehistoric 415061 126718 
MWI8354 Undated Ring Ditch, Northwest of Longford Farm Prehistoric 415047 126702 
MWI8355 Undated Ring Ditch, Northwest of Longford Farm Prehistoric 415070 126699 
MWI8369 Undated Barrow, Great Woodbury Bronze Age 414250 127752 
MWI8370 Undated Barrow, Great Woodbury Bronze Age 414341 127955 
MWI9689 Palaeolithic Flint Tool Working Floor, East of Little Woodbury (Harnham Handaxe Site) Palaeolithic 415286 127783 
MWI9708 Late Bronze Age Pottery, East of Britford Bronze Age 415030 128160 
MWI9712 Bronze Age Flint Tools, South of the Park and Ride Terminal Bronze Age 415167 127742 
MWI9728 Romano-British Pottery, Northwest of Longford Farm Romano-British 415318 126700 
MWI9774 Post-Medieval Watermeadows, Longford Castle Grounds Post-medieval 416066 128036 
MWI9775 Longford Castle Parkland (Registered) Post-medieval 416997 126906 
MWI9789 Undated Earthworks, Manor Farm Undated 415949 127723 
MWI9798 Undated Ring Ditch, Northeast of Langford Farm Prehistoric 415870 126598 
MWI9799 Early Bronze Age Barrow, Northeast of Little Woodbury Bronze Age 415150 128141 
MWI9800 Undated Field System, Southeast of Little Woodbury Undated 415448 127780 
MWI9801 Undated Enclosure, Southeast of Little Woodbury Undated 415285 127415 
MWI9819 Undated Field System, Northwest of Manor Farm, Britford Undated 415797 127732 
MWI9825 Undated Postholes, Pits and Ditches Britford Park and Ride Undated 415221 127970 
MWI9874 Neolithic Pit, South of Great Woodbury Neolithic 414608 127643 
MWI9875 Neolithic Enclosure, Southwest of Great Woodbury Neolithic 414149 127637 
MWI9876 Neolithic Postholes, Southwest of Great Woodbury Neolithic 414104 127607 
MWI9881 Bronze Age Flint, Odstock Golf Course Bronze Age 414100 127600 
MWI9888 Bronze Age Finds, Downton Rd Bronze Age 414902 128292 
MWI9894 Great Woodbury Iron Age 414358 127846 
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HER No. Name Period Easting Northing 
MWI9895 Little Woodbury Iron Age Settlement Iron Age 415010 127938 
MWI9901 Romano-British Pottery, Great Woodbury Romano-British 414400 127800 
MWI9911 Romano-British Pottery, Downton Road Romano-British 414901 128292 
MWI9974 Medieval Pottery, Downton Road Medieval 414900 128200 
MWI9976 Medieval Roof Tile, Near Odstock Hospital Medieval 414780 127037 
MWI10036 Undated Field System, South of East Harnham Undated 414787 128333 
MWI10037 Undated Ring Ditch, North of Little Woodbury Prehistoric 414898 128009 
MWI10145 Undated Ring Ditch, East of Dogdean Farm Prehistoric 414050 127059 
MWI10146 Undated Ring Ditch, West of Odstock Hospital Prehistoric 414665 127332 
MWI10148 Undated Ditches, North of Odstock Hospital Undated 414720 127737 
MWI10150 Undated Ring Ditch, Southwest of Odstock Hospital Prehistoric 414434 127035 
MWI10156 Undated Ditch, Northwest of Little Woodbury Undated 414706 127896 
MWI10180 Undated Ring Ditch, West of Odstock Hospital Prehistoric 414411 127266 
MWI10181 Undated Linear Features, West of Odstock Hospital Undated 414418 127277 
MWI10182 Undated Gullies, East of Great Woodbury Undated 414656 127922 
MWI10185 Undated Ring Ditch, South of Coombe Bissett Undated 414507 127026 
MWI10198 Undated Ring Ditch, North of Odstock Prehistoric 414865 126673 
MWI31635 WWII Heavy Anti Aircraft Battery at Odstock Modern 415100 127200 
MWI31684 Odstock Hospital Modern 414786 127253 
MWI63483 Undated Water Meadow, East of Coombe Bissett Post-medieval 413765 126487 
MWI70881 Manor Farm, Britford Post-medieval 415917 127691 
MWI70882 Upend Farm 19th century 416027 127450 
MWI70883 Longford Farm 19th century 415832 126473 
MWI74238 Early Bronze Age Grave, Little Woodbury, Salisbury Bronze Age 415024 128158 
MWI74239 Early Bronze Age Barrow, Little Woodbury, Salisbury Bronze Age 415153 128138 
MWI74240 Middle Bronze Age Burials, Little Woodbury, Salisbury Bronze Age 415137 128142 
MWI74241 Early Iron Age Cemetery, Little Woodbury, Salisbury Iron Age 415072 128174 
MWI74242 Early Iron Age Ditch, Little Woodbury, Salisbury Iron Age 415020 128151 
MWI74662 Undated Field Boundaries, Great Woodbury Undated 414507 127918 
MWI74663 Iron Age Round House, Great Woodbury Iron Age 414339 127837 
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HER No. Name Period Easting Northing 
MWI74664 Undated Rectangular Structure, Great Woodbury Undated 414355 127807 
MWI74665 Prehistoric or Roman Field System, Great Woodbury Prehistoric 414188 127847 
MWI74666 Undated Pits, Great Woodbury Undated 414141 127895 
MWI74900 Undated Ditches, North of Wellhouse Farm Undated 414893 127746 
MWI74904 Undated Ditches, Downton Park and Ride Undated 415272 128019 
MWI75452 Bronze Age Pits, Northeast of Little Woodbury Bronze Age 415140 128141 
MWI75453 Bronze Age Grave, Northeast of Little Woodbury Bronze Age 415009 128150 
MWI75454 Bronze Age Pits, Northeast of Little Woodbury Bronze Age 415143 128137 
MWI75455 Bronze Age Grave, Northeast of Little Woodbury Bronze Age 415143 128133 
MWI75457 Iron Age Pits, Northeast of Little Woodbury Iron Age 415059 128160 
MWI75458 Iron Age Postholes, Northeast of Little Woodbury Iron Age 415066 128127 
MWI75459 Romano-British Ditch, Little Woodbury Romano-British 415090 128158 
MWI75641 Middle/Late Neolithic Pits, Harnham Road Neolithic 414073 127779 
MWI75643 Early Bronze Age/Romano-British Field System, Downton Road Bronze Age 415019 128153 
MWI75843 Undated Post Holes, Downton Road, Salisbury Undated 414977 128295 
MWI75844 Bronze Age/Iron Age Ditch, Downton Road Bronze Age 414970 128186 
MWI76824 Undated Quarry, Harnham Park and Ride Undated 415406 127781 
MWI77090 Medieval Ridge and Furrow, South of East Harnham Medieval 414781 128180 
MWI77089 Undated Ring Ditches, South of East Harnham Prehistoric 414778 128142 
MWI77553 Saxon Cemetery, South of East Harnham Saxon 414912 128129 

 
 
Designated Heritage Assets 

NHLE No. Name Designation Easting Northing 
1023833 Large granary at Longford Farm 

Grade II Listed Building 

415775 126451 
1023834 Small granary at Longford Farm 415772 126464 
1023836 Statue of Diana on pedestal, about 1 kilometre north west of Longford Castle 416110 127173 
1181508 Manor Farmhouse 415879 127696 
1355763 Granary at Manor Farm 415894 127691 
1005652 Woodbury Ancient Villages Scheduled Monument 414883 127931 
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NHLE No. Name Designation Easting Northing 
 Longford Castle Grade II* Listed Registered Park 

and Garden 
416828 127931 

 Britford Conservation Area Conservation Area 413715 129648 
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