Heritage Statement

Listed Building Consent Application

Property: 21 London Road, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 1PH

Designation: Grade II Listed Building


1. Introduction

This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Listed Building Consent for minor alterations to the Grade II listed property at 20 London Road, Marlborough.

The proposed works comprise:
· Replacement of the existing front entrance door with a traditionally detailed painted timber style wooden door.

The proposal has been designed to preserve and enhance the significance of the listed building while ensuring its continued viable use as a family home.

2. Significance of the Heritage Asset

21 London Road is a Grade II listed dwelling recognised for its special architectural and historic interest.

The building’s significance is derived from:
· Its traditional form and historic fabric.
· The quality of its architectural detailing.
· Its contribution to the historic character of London Road.
· Its use of traditional materials and craftsmanship.
· Its contribution to the wider historic townscape of Marlborough.
Like many historic buildings, the property has undergone alterations over time. Not all later alterations contribute positively to its significance, and opportunities to replace unsympathetic modern elements with more appropriate traditional features can enhance the building’s heritage value.

3. Assessment of the Proposed Works

Replacement Front Door

The existing front entrance door is a relatively modern panelled  softwood door that is not considered to be historic. Its simple design, materials and detailing are inconsistent with the architectural character of the Grade II listed building and detract from the quality of the principal elevation.

The proposal seeks to remove this incongruous modern element and replace it with a painted timber door designed in a traditional Tongue & Groove style appropriate to the age and character of the property.

The new door will:
· Better reflect the architectural period of the building.
· Reinforce the historic appearance of the principal elevation.
· Be constructed using traditional materials.
· Fit within the existing opening without alteration to the surrounding historic fabric.

This element of the proposal therefore represents a positive heritage enhancement rather than simply a replacement.

The proposal has been designed to minimise both visual and physical impact upon the listed building.

4. Assessment of Heritage Impact

The proposed works will result in no harm to the significance of the Grade II listed building.

The replacement of the existing non-historic front door removes an unsympathetic modern alteration and reinstates a design that is more appropriate to the building’s architectural character. This will improve the appearance of the principal elevation and better reveal the significance of the heritage asset.

The proposal preserves the building’s special architectural and historic interest while providing a modest enhancement through the replacement of the existing front door.

5. Planning Policy Context

Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires local planning authorities to have special regard to the desirability of preserving listed buildings and their special architectural and historic interest.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires great weight to be given to the conservation of designated heritage assets. It also recognises that sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets can be achieved through sensitive and well-designed alterations that support their continued viable use.

The proposals represent sensitive interventions that preserve the significance of the listed building, remove an unsympathetic modern alteration and facilitate its ongoing occupation and maintenance.

6. Conclusion

The proposed works are carefully considered, proportionate and fully respectful of the significance of this Grade II listed building.

The replacement of the existing modern flat-panel softwood front door with a traditionally detailed painted timber door will enhance the architectural character of the principal elevation by replacing an inappropriate modern feature with one that is more sympathetic to the building’s age and significance.


Overall, the proposal preserves the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building and deliver a modest heritage enhancement through the reinstatement of a more appropriate traditional entrance door. The works are considered to satisfy the statutory duty under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and accord with the relevant heritage policies of the National Planning Policy Framework.

