
Design and Access Statement

Application: Listed Building Consent

Property: 21 London Road, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 1PH

1. Introduction

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Listed Building Consent for minor works to the Grade II listed property at 21 London Road, Marlborough.

The proposed works comprise:
· Replacement of the existing front entrance door with a traditionally detailed painted timber door.

The proposal has been designed to preserve and, where possible, enhance the character and significance of the listed building whilst ensuring it remains suitable for modern residential occupation.

2. Site Context

21 London Road is a Grade II listed dwelling situated within the historic town of Marlborough. The property forms part of the established historic streetscape and contributes positively to the character and appearance of London Road.
The building’s significance derives from its historic fabric, architectural detailing, traditional materials and its contribution to the wider historic environment.
The proposed works are limited in scale and have been carefully designed to respect the building’s special architectural and historic interest.




3. Design Principles

Front Entrance Door
The existing front door is a panelled softwood door that is not original to the building and is not considered to contribute positively to its significance.   Its plain appearance and construction are now untidy, it’s drafty and is difficult to open / close.  It does not add character or architectural quality to the listed building.

The proposal seeks to replace this unsympathetic feature with a traditionally constructed painted wooden door designed to complement the historic character, look and feel of the property.

The replacement door will:
· Be manufactured from wood
· Reflect traditional proportions and tongue & groove detailing appropriate to the building.
· Utilise traditional ironmongery where appropriate.
· Be installed within the existing opening without alteration to the surrounding historic masonry.

The replacement represents an enhancement to the principal elevation by reinstating a more appropriate traditional appearance.



4. Impact on the Listed Building

The proposals have been carefully developed to minimise impact upon the significance of the Grade II listed building.

The replacement front door removes an inappropriate modern alteration and introduces a traditionally designed door that better reflects the building’s architectural character. This represents a positive enhancement to the appearance of the principal elevation.


Overall, the proposal preserves the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building and, through the replacement of the front door, enhance its contribution to the historic streetscape.

5. Access

The proposals do not alter existing access arrangements.
The replacement front door will continue to provide the principal means of access without changes to thresholds, floor levels or circulation.


6. Conclusion

The proposed works are modest, proportionate and sympathetic to the significance of the Grade II listed building.

The replacement of the existing non-historic front door with a traditionally detailed timber door removes an incongruous modern feature and improves the architectural appearance of the principal elevation.  The door will have the look and feel of the newly approved and installed neighbouring door.

The proposals preserve, and in part enhance, the special architectural and historic interest of the building and support its continued sustainable use as a well-maintained dwelling.

