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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 
	

	Date:
	10/06/2026 17/07/2026 29/07/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2026/02000
	

	Proposal:
	Variation of conditions 7, 8, 10, 11, 15, 16, 18, and 19 relating to application 20/07469/OUT, to include the wording 'Excluding Demolition' in conditions
	

	Site Address:
	Beaumont Business Centre, Woodlands Road, Mere, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 6BT
	

	Case Officer:
	Becky Jones
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	18
	Prior to the commencement of works, excluding demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval in writing. The CEMP shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: • Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection areas and details of physical means of protection marked on a plan, e.g. exclusion fencing. • Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds and reptiles. • Mitigation strategies already agreed with the local planning authority prior to determination, including for great crested newts, reptiles, breeding birds and bats; this should comprise the pre-construction/construction related elements of strategies only. • Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors; including details of when a licensed ecologist and/or ecological clerk of works (ECoW) shall be present on site. • Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and ecologist/ECoW). • Timeframe for provision of compliance report to the local planning authority; to be completed by the ecologist/ECoW and to include photographic evidence. Development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved CEMP. REASON: To ensure adequate protection and mitigation for ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable.
	Further information/amendment to plans required 10/06/2026

See below.

YES (29/07/2026) - Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), Eco Support,  July 2026 - 5.6 

	19
	Prior to the commencement of development, excluding demolition, a Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The LEMP will include long term objectives and targets, management responsibilities and maintenance schedules for each ecological feature within the development, together with a mechanism for monitoring success of the management prescriptions, incorporating review and necessary adaptive management in order to attain targets. The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by which long-term implementation of the plan will be secured. The LEMP shall be implemented in full and for the lifetime of the development in accordance with the approved details. REASON: To ensure the long-term management of landscape and ecological features retained and created by the development, for the benefit of visual amenity and biodiversity for the lifetime of the scheme
	Further information/amendment to plans required 10/06/2026

See below.

YES (29/07/2026) - Landscape And 
Ecological 
Management Plan 
(LEMP), ACD Environmental, 21.07.26



Relevant approved plans 20/07469/OUT	

· Ecosupport ecology survey 9th November 2021 and EPP plan version 3

Relevant approved plans REM PL/2025/06047

· BNG Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan dated 29/10/25
· Ecological Impact Assessment dated 29 Oct 2025
· Tree Protection Plan ref REDC24822-03 dated 21/11/25
· Tree Constraints Plan ref 5387 dated 12/12/19
· Lighting Plan ref HLS-990-B
· Proposed Site Layout ref 250215 L 02 01 E dated May 2025

18 CEMP

· The Tree Constraints Plan ref 5387 dated 12/12/19 has been referenced and attached in the CEMP. The Tree Protection Plan ref REDC24822-03 dated 21/11/25 should be added in addition/to replace the Constraints Plan as it shows the RPZ fencing in relation to development. 
· A timeframe for provision of compliance report to the local planning authority is not included. This must be added to the plan.
· The names and contact details of key personnel including the ecologist and/or ECoW or name and contact details of the ecological consultancy providing supervision, monitoring and reporting should be provided if known.
· The council has either raised no objection to the reptile and GCN methodology set out in the Ecological Impact Assessment (Ecosupport, November 2025), or has confirmed it would be acceptable in principle (see 20/07469/OUT and PL/2025/06047), provided the necessary licence is obtained from Natural England. The optimal period for trapping is March to May. This period is now over but trapping may continue until early October under the appropriate weather conditions. The site supports a low population of GCN and the Ecology Report (Ecosupport, November 2025) and EcIA (Ecosupport, October 2025) recommend that 30 days of trapping (ending on 5 consecutive days of no trapping) and it is feasible that this may still be achieved in the current season or next season.
· Exclusion fencing for GCN is described as being along the eastern and southern boundaries but is shown as being on all boundaries in the attached plan Appendix 2. Clarification on this is required and text/plan amended for consistency. 
· Timing of receptor site preparation (for GCN) in relation to translocation and clearance should be specified with reference to best practice guidelines.  

Updated comments 17/07/2026

· Further detail is needed on how and when the eastern receptor site will be made suitable. The CEMP states it is “existing other neutral grassland”, but aerial imagery indicates scrub. Clarification on preparation and timing is required before translocation.
· GCN traps are only shown along the eastern boundary. The CEMP must justify this arrangement to demonstrate effective translocation and avoidance of an offence.

Updated comments 29/07/2026

Again, I note that the council has previously either raised no objection to the reptile and GCN methodology set out in the Ecological Impact Assessment (Ecosupport, November 2025), or has confirmed it would be acceptable in principle (see 20/07469/OUT and PL/2025/06047), provided the necessary licence is obtained from Natural England. 

I believe that my requests for further information have been addressed in the most recent CEMP submission. Therefore, I recommend that the condition can be discharged. 

19 LEMP

· Measures to avoid impacts to reptiles and GCN during habitat management (e.g., phased/directional cutting) have not been included. Management measures should be amended to take such factors into account.
· Enhancements such as bat boxes and invertebrate bricks are proposed in the main body of the report but not shown in plans. These should be included in the LEMP. 
· Post development plan in LEMP does not match the draft onsite BNG Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan (Ecosupport, 29th October 2025). The LEMP plan and BNG plans must match. The plans in the LEMP (soft landscape plan) also use different planting specifications to those described in the body of the report.  
· The terminology of retained and created habitats used in the LEMP does not correspond to the draft BNG Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan (Ecosupport, 29th October 2025) or the draft BNG Metric (Thursday 3rd July 2025). The LEMP and BNG plans must correspond and this must be demonstrated in the LEMP. This includes planting specifications (seed mixes and species lists). 
· Management prescriptions should be appropriate and sufficient to achieve onsite BNG target conditions as specified in BNG Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan (Ecosupport, 29th October 2025) and BNG Metric (Thursday 3rd July 2025). 
· Wording of monitoring frequency should be amended to account for any variations which may occur during the statutory Biodiversity Gain Plan agreement process (to be agreed under REM PL/2025/06047).
· Although BNG requirement is 30 years, LEMP must state that it applies for lifetime of development as per condition wording. 
· Details of management company should be provided if known.
· Any post development monitoring of GCN habitat and remedial actions that may be required to manage this habitat for GCN in line with forthcoming licence could also be included in the LEMP.

Updated comments 17/07/2026

· Fertiliser will not support sward diversity or GCN enhancement. All references should be removed.
· The creation of the priority pond (Pond 40) is not covered. This is required as part of GCN mitigation and must be included.
· The proposed management for Modified and Neutral Grassland will not achieve the target conditions. Mowing frequency after establishment must be reduced and appropriately timed, and fertiliser references removed (sections 6.40–6.54 and related text).
· GCN‑permeable fencing is recommended around compensation ponds to reduce disturbance from residents.

The latest LEMP provides the requested information to a satisfactory degree, so I recommend the condition be discharged.

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date: 29/07/2026
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