Design and Access Statement
Installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Point
Property
5 Abingdon Court Lane, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6BL
Applicant
Norman Bekker
Proposal
Installation of one electric vehicle charging point serving a residential property.
Date
27 July 2026

1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Listed Building Consent and, where necessary, Planning Permission for the installation of an electric vehicle (EV) charging point at a Grade II Listed Building located at:
5 Abingdon Court Lane, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6BL
The proposal seeks to provide modern electric vehicle charging facilities while ensuring that the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building is preserved.
The installation has been carefully designed to minimise visual impact and avoid harm to the significance of the heritage asset.

2. Site and Heritage Context
The property is a Grade II Listed Building recognised for its special architectural and historic interest.
The proposed charging point is intended solely for domestic use by the occupiers of the property and is required to support the transition to low-emission transport in line with national sustainability objectives.
The principal heritage significance of the building derives from:
· Historic architectural character.
· Original building fabric.
· Traditional materials and detailing.
· Contribution to the historic streetscape and setting.
The proposal has been developed with these heritage considerations at the forefront of the design process.

3. Design Principles
The design has been guided by the following principles:
Minimal Intervention
The installation has been planned to minimise intervention to the historic fabric of the building.
Reversibility
The charging point and associated cabling can be removed in the future without resulting in significant permanent damage to the building.
Visual Discretion
The charging point has been positioned in a location that is visually unobtrusive and has limited prominence within public views of the listed building.
Protection of Historic Fabric
Wherever possible:
· Existing openings and service routes will be utilised.
· Historic masonry and decorative features will not be disturbed.
· The number of fixing points will be kept to an absolute minimum.
· Any cabeling is hidden using existing cavities in the wood cladding

4. Proposed Works
The proposal comprises:
· Installation of a wall-mounted EV charging unit.
· Fixing of the charger to a modern or less-sensitive wall surface 
· Connection to existing electrical infrastructure via outside cabling that is using existing cavities under the wood cladding 
The charger will be positioned at:
The side of the house adjacement to existing car park space
The proposed charger dimensions are approximately:
37cm high, 27 wide and 18.5 cm deep 
Finish/colour:
Black 
The selected finish has been chosen to blend with the surrounding building materials and reduce visual prominence.

5. Impact on Significance
The proposal is considered to have a negligible impact on the significance of the Grade II Listed Building for the following reasons:
· The charger is small in scale.
· It will be located in a discrete position with limited visibility from public viewpoints.
· No significant historic features will be removed, altered or obscured.
· Cabling routes have been selected to avoid unnecessary disturbance of historic fabric.
· Any penetrations required for cabling will be minimal and located in inconspicuous areas.
· It is away from the orginal cotswold stone cottage and attached to the “new” part of the proporty that was built in 2005
The proposed works will not affect the character-defining elements of the listed building and will preserve its special architectural and historic interest.

6. Access
The charging point will be easily accessible from the property's parking area and can be operated safely by users without affecting existing access arrangements.
The installation will:
· Maintain safe pedestrian access.
· Maintain vehicle access and parking arrangements.
· Avoid obstruction of entrances or circulation routes.
· Comply with relevant electrical safety requirements.

7. Sustainability
The installation of an EV charging point supports national and local objectives for reducing carbon emissions and promoting sustainable transport.
The proposal will enable the occupier to:
· Charge electric vehicles on-site.
· Reduce reliance on fossil-fuel-powered transport.
· Support the transition towards lower carbon living.
· Improve the long-term sustainability of the property without compromising its heritage significance.

8. Conclusion
The proposed EV charging point represents a modest and sympathetic alteration to the listed building.
The design has been carefully considered to ensure that:
· The charger is discreetly located.
· Historic fabric is protected.
· Any intervention is minimal and reversible.
· The character and appearance of the Grade II Listed Building are preserved.
The proposal achieves an appropriate balance between heritage conservation and the need to adapt historic buildings to support modern sustainable living and is therefore considered to be acceptable.

Supporting Information Recommended
Append the following documents to strengthen the application:
1. Existing and proposed location photographs.
2. Site location plan.
3. Block plan showing charger position.
4. Cable routing drawing showing fixing points and wall penetrations.

