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Somerhill House, Little Somerford, Chippenham SN15 5BH

1.0 Date of survey

1.1 July 2026

2.0 Surveyor

2.1 Tim Pursey

3.0 Instructions

3.1 I am instructed to provide an arboricultural method statement and tree 
protection plan in respect of proposed works at the property to 
construct a new retaining wall

4.0 Report limitations

4.1 All inspections were made from ground level, using binoculars where 
necessary. Should a more detailed inspection, by climbing or by 
elevated platform, be required then this will be highlighted within the 
survey recommendations.

4.2 A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) made in 2001 affects trees growing 
on the property. Permission will be required before undertaking works 
to, or removal of, these protected trees.

5.0 Arboricultural Impact Assessment

5.1 It is proposed to construct a new retaining wall along the southern edge
of the gardens to the property. The wall will be of concrete block 
construction and will be rendered as necessary.

5.2 A number of significant trees grow on the property, a number of which 
are subject to a Tree Preservation Order.

5.3 Nearly all of the trees, including all of the TPOd trees, are well away 
from the new wall and will not be affected by construction works. The 
exception is a young Horse Chestnut which grows immediately south of
the new wall. The Horse Chestnut is not subject to a TPO.

5.4 Its root protection area (RPA) lies entirely beneath the canopy of the 
tree and construction works do not impinge on the RPA. Consequently,
construction of the new wall, if carried out with an appropriate level of 
care should not have a detrimental effect on the tree. Simple protective 
fencing is proposed around the tree to ensure it remains undamaged.
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5.5 Access for construction works is via an existing track from the care 
home car park into the field to the south. Use of this track will confine 
construction traffic to an existing route.

5.6 Provided adequate care is utilised, no significant harm will occur and 
the young Horse Chestnut should grow on following completion of 
works.

6.0 Method Statement to Mitigate Impact

6.1 Tree Works
No tree works are proposed.

6.2 Protective Fencing
Horse Chestnut T1 will be protected from the impact of construction by 
protective fencing to be erected in accordance with BS5837:2012 
Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – 
Recommendations.

6.3 This fencing is designed to protect all parts of the tree, both above and 
below ground. It will be erected using Heras panels erected in a 
conventional fashion. It is particularly important that the fencing be 
completely rigid and immobile.

6.4 The fence will be erected in the positions shown on the attached plan,
TP 3283/2607/TPP and will be erected before any work commences. 
The protective fencing must be erected prior to commencement of any 
works and will remain in situ until all construction works are completed.

6.5 The protective fencing will be clearly marked indicating its purpose to 
all persons on site. Signs will be minimum A3 in size and will clearly 
state that the protective fencing will not be moved under any 
circumstances. The protected area inside the fencing will be 
considered sacrosanct and no entry into this area will be permitted for 
any reason except to maintain the protective fencing. No excavation is 
permitted, no changes in ground level, no plant will track across this 
area at any time, and no storage of any materials within this area will 
be permitted.

6.6 General
No storage or mixing of cement/concrete will be permitted anywhere 
within 10 metres of any retained tree. Account will be taken of any 
slopes in order to avoid the possibility of cement washings running into 
the rooting areas of retained trees.

6.7 Oil, bitumen or other material likely to be injurious to a tree should not 
be stacked or discharged within 10 metres of the trunk. Materials 
generally should not be stacked or discharged within 5 metres of the 
trunks.
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6.8 Arboricultural Supervision
Given the low of risk of any harm to the tree, there will be no need for 
further input from the project arboriculturist.

20th July 2026
Tim Pursey
Chartered Arboriculturist
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