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Section 73 Application – Variation of Condition Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), Showfield, Royal Wootton Bassett
1. Introduction
This Planning Statement has been prepared in support of an application submitted under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to vary the approved plans condition attached to the original planning permission for the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), ref PL/2025/06628.
The purpose of this application is to regularise a minor amendment to the approved access arrangements by substituting revised drawings showing an amended entrance location and associated access pathways.
2. Background
Planning permission has previously been granted for the development of the MUGA (PL/2025/06628). During the construction planning process, it became evident that a revised entrance arrangement would provide a more practical and effective means of accessing the facility.
Following discussions regarding the construction of the project, revised drawings were prepared to show the amended access arrangement. These revisions include the provision of new access pathways serving the MUGA, comprising approximately 122 square metres of surfacing together with associated timber edging.
The proposed amendment does not alter the overall purpose, scale, use or operation of the approved MUGA. The development remains entirely consistent with the objectives of the original permission.
3. Proposed Variation
The application seeks approval for revised plans showing:
· The relocation of the MUGA access gates;
· Amended pedestrian access pathways serving the facility;
· Associated pathway and edging works required to facilitate the revised access arrangement
The proposed changes are limited to the access arrangements and do not alter the size, siting, appearance or intended use of the approved MUGA. The development remains wholly consistent with the principles and objectives of the original planning permission. 
4. Planning Considerations
During the construction phase, it became apparent that the existing site levels would result in the finished MUGA surface being approximately 200mm above the surrounding ground level at the originally approved gate locations. Retaining the approved gate positions would therefore have created a step at each entrance, reducing accessibility and resulting in a less practical access arrangement for users. 
Following discussions on site, it was agreed that relocating the access gates and revising the pathway layout would provide a safer, more practical and more accessible solution. The revised arrangement allows the pathways to follow the site's natural levels, reducing the need for abrupt level changes and improving access into the facility for all users. 
The proposed variation would not give rise to any additional adverse impacts on neighbouring properties, visual amenity, highway safety, drainage, ecology or any other material planning considerations when compared with the approved scheme. Furthermore, the revised access arrangements direct users towards the MUGA from a location further away from the nearest residential properties. As a result, activity associated with entering and leaving the facility will occur at a greater distance from neighbouring dwellings, thereby reducing the potential for disturbance and providing a modest improvement to residential amenity when compared with the originally approved layout.
Importantly, the amendment does not alter the size, position or intended use of the MUGA itself. The proposed changes relate solely to the location of the access gates and associated pathways and are intended to improve functionality, accessibility and the overall user experience while maintaining the purpose and benefits of the approved development. 
5. Conclusion
The proposed amendment has arisen as a consequence of site levels identified during the construction process and seeks to provide a safer, more practical and more accessible means of accessing the approved MUGA. The changes are minor in nature, do not alter the form or use of the development, and are considered to offer a small benefit in terms of residential amenity by directing users away from nearby properties.
It is therefore respectfully requested that planning permission be granted under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to vary the approved plans condition and allow the revised access arrangement as shown on the submitted drawings.
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