Types of wood

Many different species of wood can be used for weatherboarding, suitable because of their natural resistance to decay.
Traditional British timbers such as oak, elm, sweet chestnut, westem red cedar, and larch have been used for centuries.
Imported timbers such as Siberian larch and Canadian western red cedar are becoming more popular for achieving a more

modern aesthetic.

The most durable (and therefore most expensive) types tend to be oak and cedar, although the board's thickness has a large
influence on its cost, as well as how long it will last and how well the detailing holds its integrity.

Fresh sawn boards are cheaper than machined, and provide a simple, classic finish. The variations in section and width,
provided by rough sawn boards, give a rustic and informal aesthetic. Machined boards are generally more expensive but
require no drying and so can be installed straight away. As the sections are consistent, it gives a crisper aesthetic and can

allow for easier fitting and detailing.

Untreated weatherboarding will gradually 'silver down’ under exposure to sunlight, meaning that the oxidation process

ultimately brings most timbers to a similar appearance.

Installation

It is preferable that weatherboarding planks are fixed horizontally. In this way rain can flow down the front face of one plank
onto the one beneath. Vertical fixing is not generally advised, as water flowing down can also flow along and through joints. If
vertical boards are required, the plank overlaps should be arranged away from the prevailing wind.

Planks are usually fixed to vertical timber battens, with a damp proof membrane fitted between the battens and the building
structure if the building is timber frame. A gap of at least 25 mm (1 inch) is required behind the boards to allow air circulation

and prevent moisture build-up.

The first boards should be installed to a starter trim, ensuring that they are level as this will affect all the boards that follow.
Boards should be screw-fixed or nailed at every batten, with the fixing screw or nail flush so that it doesn't interfere with the
next board. Stainless fixings are advisable wherever possible as they offer the best durability. Where required, a cover strip
or drip trim should be fixed to prevent moisture from entering the cavity at the top.

Advantages
There are several advantages to timber weatherboarding, including:

W |tis lightweight and quick to install.

It lightness reduces the size and cost of the building structure required to support it.
™ [t has excellent thermal and acoustic properties.

I Itis easy to maintain and repair.

1 It can have attractive aesthetic qualities.

= |t has a low carbon footprint and is a sustainable material.
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