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1.0  Design and Heritage Impact Statement  

 

Fig 24015.03A +B  ExisƟng rear bedroom – Internal view of cupboard storage and gable window  

Purpose of the statement:  
  
This statement has been prepared by Mathewson Waters Architects on behalf of the applicant. The 

purpose of this statement is to explain the proposed changes to the listed building demonstraƟng 

that the heritage assets are conserved, and where appropriate enhanced, in a manner that is 

consistent with their significance and thereby achieving sustainable development.   

  
This statement should be read in conjuncƟon with the drawings, and other supporƟng documents 

that have been submiƩed with the Listed Building applicaƟon.  
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2.0  ApplicaƟon LocaƟon  

 

LocaƟon:  

Westcourt Farmhouse is located to the SW or Rivar Road with an aƩached range of outbuildings 

forming part of the listed Farmhouse residenƟal curƟlage.  

 

Fig 24015.05  
Extract from locaƟon+ block plan showing Westcourt Farmhouse   
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3.0  Site & Seƫng   

 
Fig 24015 06 Image of Farmhouse Frontage  

Westcourt Farmhouse  

The Farmhouse which is listed as Grade 2* is located within a site of some 3.2ha of land to the 

SW of Shalbourne Village. Parts of the Farmhouse date from C15/C17 with the outbuildings 

linked by the Conservatory thought to date from the later Victorian period. The conservatory 

being constructed in 2001.  

  

 

Fig 24015 07  Image showing rear of Farmhouse  
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4.0  The ApplicaƟon   

The applicaƟon   

The proposals described on the drawings listed in the Listed Building applicaƟon show;  

 1st Floor Areas;  

1. Reinstate former stair flight access to aƫc areas (removing shower/  wc room) as approved 

under PL/2024/10232 

2. Remove exisƟng ensuite bathroom studwork walls and sanitary fiƫngs to frontage bedroom 

3. Re-instate door (re-used from exisƟng bedroom) in earlier framed openning to landing 

4. Construct studwork wall to new starflight as approved under PL/2024/10232 – wall now to 

form family bathroom enclosure. 

5. Remove built in cupboards and basin to rear bedroom and make good lime plaster finishes. 

6. Form drainage connecƟons to exisƟng FW drain running below floor to external SVP. 

7. Install new ceramic floor finish on Schluter DITRA 3.5mm Uncoupling Membrane maƫng over 

exisƟng floor boards. 

8. Form Dwarf wall boxing to north wall to conceal pipework to WHB +WC 

9. Install walk in shower tray with glazed parƟƟon 

10. Install décor panel cladding to shower area to conceal pipework. 

 
Fig 24015 08  Images of exisƟng rear bedroom 
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4.1  The ApplicaƟon  1st Floor Changes—Family Bathroom + Stair to Aƫc 
 

 

Fig 24015 08 Image of exisƟng 1st floor plan prior to 1982 changes – NOTE no en suite to bed 2.  
 

  

Fig 24015 09 Image of exisƟng 1st floor plan prior to 2001 changes. 
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4.1 cont  Proposed Bathroom + Stair to Aƫc Bedroom  
 

1st Floor Areas - New Stair flight to aƫc bedroom;  
 
The proposal removes the 1982/2002 studwork walls to the small shower room, and the Ɵmber 
ceiling infill to the previously trimmed aƫc floor joists.  
  
The wall to bedroom 2 is reconstructed in Ɵmber studwork around the new dogleg stair flight 
located within the historic trimmed floor opening all as approved under PL/2024/10232. 

The Bathroom sanitaryware is to be connected to the exisƟng FW drain pipe located within the grd 
floor ceiling void avoiding the need for any wall penetraƟon. 

 

 

Fig 24015 11 Extract Plan showing proposed changes to form family bathroom 
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4.2 Removal of exisƟng Ensuite to frontage bedroom 
 

 
Fig 24015 12 Images of exisƟng en suite bathroom parƟƟon 

 
The studwork parƟƟon forming the ensuite bathroom is 
understood to have been added aŌer 1982 (image 08) 
 
It is proposed to removed the parƟƟon and sanitaryware 
returning the bedroom to the earlier plan form. 
 
The original doorway will be re-instated using the exisƟng 
framed opening. 
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5.0 Westcourt Farmhouse - Heritage Statement  

Westcourt Farmhouse is listed at Grade 2*  
  
SHALBOURNE RIVAR ROAD SU 36 SW (west side) 13/175 West Court Farmhouse II* Farmhouse, now hotel. C15-C17. 
Brick, flint and stone with Ɵled roof. Two-storey 2-bay central secƟon and 2 bay cross wings with aƫcs. Single storey 
lean-to infill between projecƟng rear wings. Rear external stack to parlour wing with diagonal shaŌs. Six-panel door 
lateral to central block with bracketed hood. Twelve-pane sashes, some triparƟte, and arch headed paired 9-pane 
sashes to centre room. C17 gabled dormer over centre. Interior: Central base cruck truss to former open hall, with 
heavy windbraces. Major stack to hall and parlour wing on right, the fireplaces blocked below chamfered Ɵmber 
lintels. Wings independently framed and possibly addiƟons to hall block. Spere truss with arch brace.   
  
The Heritage and History of Westcourt Farmhouse is described in detail in The Wiltshire 
Archaeological and Natural History magazine arƟcle credited to J Buxton (appendix 1)  

  

 

Extract from The Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History magazine showing Ɵmber frame   
Image of Sphere Truss and Aisle Truss  
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6.0  Appendix 1 - Historical Research Westcourt Farmhouse  
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house, Shalbourne  
by Jonathan Buxton 

Following a television documentary on BBC ‘South 
Today’ in early 2002 about the finding during 
renovaƟon of Arabic numerals in a roof at Salisbury 
Cathedral (www.bbc.co.uk/wiltshire/features/ 
cathedral_Ɵmbers.shtml), similar marks were 
recorded at Westcourt Farmhouse on behalf of The 
Shalbourne History Project. Dendrochronology has 
provided early 14th century dates for the Westcourt 
Ɵmbers. A small group of houses in central southern 
England, dated to the first quarter of the 14th century, 
is now idenƟfied as being built by the same 
carpenters using Arabic numerals. 

Westcourt Farm lies on the west side of the village 
of Shalbourne in north-east Wiltshire. The historic 
parish of Shalbourne consisted of three Ɵthings, 
Shalbourne or Town, Bagshot in the north and 
Oxenwood in the south; the last two, which were in 
Berkshire unƟl 1895, were united by a strip of land 
which formed the east of the parish. Westcourt has 
always lain in Wiltshire, in Shalbourne Ɵthing. The 
early history of the house, which was the manor 
house of Westcourt (alias Shalbourne Dormer), is 
described in the Victoria County History of Berkshire.1 

There was a period of divided ownership of the 
manor in the 12th and 13th centuries, but by 1302-3 
William de Harden had reassembled most of the 
manor and would have been the builder of the 

original hall now dated to around 1319. William de 
Harden died in 1329-30 and was succeeded by his 
daughter Anastasia. Her husband, Sir Robert de  

Westcourt Farm, Shalbourne, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 3QE 

 

Fig. 1  Westcourt Farmhouse, Shalbourne, showing 
earthworks. (Sites and Monuments Record Trowbridge) 

Bulkemore, was the highest taxpayer in Shalbourne in 
13322 and paid 7s 11d in the Tax List for Kinwardstone 
Hundred (Shalbourne, Harding and East Bedwyn). 
AŌer the division of the lands in the 16th century, one 
part was sold to Edward, Duke of Somerset, and the 
other, in 1600, to his son, Edward, Earl of Herƞord, 
thus reuniƟng the estate. 

 

A Medieval Base Cruck Hall at Westcourt Farm- 



 

 

A chapel built in 1208 by Bishop Herbert Poore 

and dedicated to St Margaret stood beside the manor 
house of Westcourt unƟl demoliƟon in 1840. In 1399 
the chapel was menƟoned in the Bishops Registry of 
Salisbury and was an appurtenance to the manor unƟl 
1545.3 It was then sold with land but later became 
reunited with Westcourt and was sƟll menƟoned in 
deeds in 1826.4 Lewis’s Topography, Volume 4 (1840) 
also notes that the Chapel was aƩached to Westcourt. 
Extensive earthworks, mapped from aerial 
photographs taken in 1971 and recorded on the 
Wiltshire Sites and Monuments Record surround the 
house (Figure 1). 

The front of the building faces northwest with the 
earliest part between two wings added c. 1600. The 
Grade II* lisƟng idenƟfies the early structure as a 
‘two-storey 2-bay central secƟon’ with a ‘singlestorey 
lean-to infill’ at the rear between the wings (LisƟng 
Reference SU 36 SW 13/175, Shalbourne, River Road, 
Westcourt Farmhouse). This structure is formed of an 
oak Ɵmber frame comprising an open hall and was 
revealed in renovaƟons during 2001. The building 
includes both a base-cruck open truss and, at the west 
end, an aisle truss with arcade posts (Figure 2). In the 
upper part of the roof, which is of crown-post 
construcƟon, the heavily smokeblackened medieval 
structure is largely intact.    

Visible at ground floor level is the southern arcade 
post, which rests 0.91m above the floor on a small 

Ɵmber plate. The foot of the northern post has been 

cut off for a ground floor door opening. At the western 
end of the first floor landing there is a  
0.25m gap between the massive arcade post and the 
frame of the later cross-wing. The post has a 0.125m 
deep chamfer with a flat stop and shallow step 0.43m 
above first floor level. About 0.35m further up, five 
pegs secure chamfered arch bracing. A straight brace 
rises eastwards to the roofplate. A Ɵebeam runs out 
to the eaves, where a common raŌer, rather than a 
principal raŌer, supports a heavy wind-brace, also 
chamfered. In the upper part of the roof, a crown post 
with straight four-way braces surmounts the cranked 
Ɵe of the aisle truss. The arch braces from the arcade 
posts meet at a dropped secƟon of the Ɵe. The roof 
plates are trapped on top of the arcade posts under 
the Ɵe. 

Half way along the first floor landing, on the north 
side, the base cruck of the central open truss of the 
hall can be seen (Figure 2). The arch-bracing has been 
cut off below ceiling level but survives above, where 
it is aƩached to the massive Ɵe with six pegs. Two 
wind-braces about 3.66m long rise from the base of 
the truss into tenoned joints on the northern 
roofplate. In the upper roof the cranked Ɵe of the 
truss rests on the roofplate. A short central crown 
post with straight four-way braces is set on the Ɵe.  

At the east end, the hall roof originally extended 
1.12m further to the east, but was shortened when 

204 THE WILTSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY MAGAZINE
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the east cross-wing was built. Part of a base-cruck 
blade re-used in this area as a support has peg-holes 
for arch-bracing to a Ɵe. Between the main trusses of 

the hall there is a trussed raŌer roof supported by the 
collar purlins of the crown posts and with no ridge 
pieces. On the north side of the roof, the  

 
Fig. 3  Arabic assembly marks at Westcourt Farm, Shalbourne, Wiltshire (1319-1320) 

1 st rafter couple 
west of aisle truss 

1 st rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

2 nd rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

1 st rafter couple east 
of base cruck truss 

7 th rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

6 th rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

5 th rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

4 th rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

3 rd rafter couple 
east of aisle truss 

Mark on south rafter 
? reset 

th rafter couple 9 
east of aisle truss 

th rafter couple 8 
east of aisle truss 

2 nd rafter couple east 
of base cruck truss 

3 rd rafter couple east 
of base cruck truss 

3 rd rafter couple 
east of base cruck truss 
Mark on south rafter 

? reset 

South windbrace South of aisle truss North side of aisle truss South windbraces South side of 
base cruck 

North side of 
base cruck 

Crown post to 
base cruck 

AISLE TRUSS AT WEST END OF HALL BASE CRUCK TRUSS WITH CROWN POST OVER 



 

 

 
Fig. 4  Arabic assembly marks in English buildings: AD 1200-1400 
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Fig. 5  Location of dendro-dated Arabic numbers in 
English buildings 

chamfered roofplate runs on to the west beyond the 
aisle truss for a short distance supporƟng one pair of 
original common raŌers. This observaƟon shows that 
before the construcƟon of the west cross-wing the 
building conƟnued in line at the service end of the 
hall. When the building had Ɵmber front and rear 
walls, it was probably about 7.92m wide, an imposing 
size in its day.  

The Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory took 
seven samples from the medieval roof of Westcourt 
Farm, Shalbourne (Table 1). All retained complete 
sapwood, although this broke on one of the raŌers 
(wfs7). Three of the raŌers sampled (wfs3, wfs6, and 
wfs7) were found to have originated from the same 
tree and were combined to form the mean wfs367. All 
samples cross-matched between each other and were 
combined at the relaƟve offsets to form the 143year 
site master WSTCRTFM. This was compared to local 
and regional reference chronologies, spanning the 
years 1177-1319. An arcade post was found to have 
been felled in the spring of 1316, an arcade plate and 
an arch-brace from the closed truss were felled in the 
spring of 1319, and four raŌers were found to have 

9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Sites : 

Salisbury Cathedral 
Eastern Chapels 

Wells Cathedral 
West Front sculpture 

Salisbury Cathedral 
Nave & North Porch 

Great Haseley, Oxon 
Church Farm Barn 

Wells, Somerset 
Priory of St John 

Salisbury Cathedral 
The Bishop’s Palace 

Wells, Somerset 
The King’s Head 

Shalbourne, Wilts 
West Court Farm 

Abingdon, Oxon 
St Helen’s Church 

Dendro-dates 

1222 

1235-42 

1251/2 

1313 

1314/15 

1315/16 

1318/19 

1319/20 

circa  1391 

Oxford Gt Haseley 
Abingdon 

Shalbourne 
Wells 

Salisbury 
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been felled in the winter of 1319-20. Given the 
consistency of felling dates, it would appear that the 
building was under construcƟon during 1320, 
although the main frame may have begun fabricaƟon 
as early as the summer of 1319. 

Apart from the early date of construcƟon, the roof 
at Westcourt Farm is especially important as being the 
latest discovery in a series of high-quality Ɵmber-
framed roofs employing Arabic assembly marks 
(Figures 3, 4 and 5). The earliest of these is the Ɵthe 
barn at Church Farm, Great Haseley, Oxon (1313), 
followed by the Priory of St John, Wells, Somerset 
(1314/15), the Bishop’s Palace, Salisbury, Wilts 
(1315/16), and The King’s Head Inn, Wells, Somerset 
(1318/19). All of these buildings use Arabic assembly 
marks together with the convenƟonal Roman system, 
yet significantly, all of the roofs are of slightly different 
design. The wide distribuƟon of the buildings suggests 
the presence of a talented and  

educated master carpenter working for high-status 
clients within the region. In each case the various 
carpentry elements in contemporary use were 
combined to arƟsƟc effect in creaƟng remarkably 
long-lasƟng structures. 

 
1 Byeley in Densome, Woodgreen, Fordingbridge, SP6 2QU   2 The 
CoƩage, Ashampstead Common, Pangbourne, Reading, RG8 8QT 
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Notes 
1  V.C.H. Berks., Vol. 4, pp. 231-232. 

2 Wiltshire Record Society Volume 45. 
3 Feet of Fines Wilts. East. 37 Hen. VIII; V.C.H.  

Table 1: Summary of tree-ring daƟng, Westcourt Farm, Shalbourne, Wiltshire 
Sample no 
& type Timber and posiƟon 

Dates AD 
spanning 

H/S 
bdry  

Sapwood 
complement 

No of 
rings 

Mean 
width 

mm 

Std 
devn 
mm 

Mean 
sens  
mm 

Felling seasons 
and dates/date 
ranges (AD) 

*wfsl c S arcade post aisle truss  1206-1315 1296 19¼ C 110 1.71 0.57 0.181 Spring 1316 
*wfs2 c S arcade plate 1177-1318 1271 47¼ C 142 1.04 0.60 0.204 Spring 1319 
wfs3 c 1st raŌer W of aisle truss 

S side 
1213-1319 1285 34C 107 1.16 0.39 0.184 Winter 1319/20 

*wfs4 c 2nd raŌer E of aisle truss 
S side 

1264-1319 1304 15C 56 2.11 0.60 0.218 Winter 1319/20 

*wfs5 c N arch-brace aisle truss 1243-1318 1297 21¼ C 76 1.63 0.50 0.241 Spring 1319 
wfs6 c 3rd raŌer E of open truss 

S side 
1202-1319 1282 37C 118 1.21 0.50 0.188 Winter 1319/20 

wfs7 c 3rd raŌer E of open truss 
N side 

1207-1302 1287 15+15CNM 96 1.32 0.43 0.189 (Winter  
1319/20) 

*wfs367  Mean of wfs3 + wfs6 + 
wfs7 

1202-1319 1285 34C 118 1.21 0.42 0.169 Winter 1319/20 

*=WSTCRTFM Site Master 1177-1319   143 1.47 0.45 0.177  
Key: *, †, = sample included in site-masters; c = core; mc = micor-core; ¼C, ½C, C = bark edge present, parƟal or complete ring: 
¼C = spring (ring not measured), ½C = summer/autumn, or C = winter felling (ring measured); H/S bdry = heartwood/sapwood 
boundary - last heartwood ring date; std devn = standard deviaƟon; mean sens = mean sensiƟvity.  
Sapwood esƟmate (95% confidence) of 9 - 41 used for English Ɵmbers (Miles 1997) 



 

 

Berks., Vol. 4, p. 231, fn. 100. 4  
V.C.H Berks., Vol. 4, p. 234. 
A Q-shaped, mounded pit, situated in Cobham Frith, 
Savernake, has been idenƟfied as a lye pit, 
constructed for the producƟon of wood-ash in 
industrial quanƟƟes. Wood ash was used as a top 
dressing for grassland and in the producƟon of lye 

which served as a cleansing agent, and was a 
component in the manufacture of soap. The residue 
was then used in glass making. 

Cobham Frith is an ancient woodland on the 
fringes of Savernake. It has been known by its current 
name since at least 1486, when Henry VII hunted deer 
there (Brentnall, 1950). In 1716 it was a coppice of 60 
acres (WSRO, 1300-301). In the 20th century the 
naƟve trees were felled and the site converted to a 
conifer plantaƟon, although many ancient coppice 
stools persist as dead stumps. In 2006 Cobham Frith 
supported dense larch of about 10cm diameter, 
planted in furrows gouged by machinery from north 
to south across the forest floor. The furrows have 
extended into and damaged part of the lye pit, which 
is situated at SU25412 66886, and at an alƟtude of 
120m, close to the lane from Knowle Hill to Chisbury. 
The feature is essenƟally an earthen pit, shaped like a 
reverse leƩer “Q”, excavated into alluvial gravels. The 
interior of the main pit forms a depression of 5 metres 
diameter and 1.2 m deep, with a bulge at the north-
west, where the curving tail of the “Q” would have 
provided an air-inlet. There is no obvious lining of the 
pit, nor sign of charcoal or other burnt material, 
although this is normal for lye kilns. With the banks 
sloping outside the central depression, the feature is 
10m across at its widest (Figures 1 and 2).      

Lye is an alkaline liquid obtained by leaching out 
soluble components from the burnt ashes of 
terrestrial vegetaƟon and seaweed (a process known 
as lixiviaƟon). The liquid was then boiled with lime 
and evaporated in large iron pots, the residue being 
pot-ash – hence the name. It is an impure form of 

potassium carbonate (Rymer, 1976). There is no 
traced account of lye manufacture from wood ash in 
Wiltshire. The Sites and Monuments Record does not 
have any lye pits listed, and there is no reference to 
lye in the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural 

History Magazine. However, recent fieldwork in West 
Berkshire and literature surveys have shown  

 

A Lye Pit in Savernake by Graham 
Bathe1 and Dick Greenaway2 

 




