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WILTSHIRE CORE STRATEGY (ADOPTED JANUARY 2015) 
 
Core Policy 1  
 
Settlement Strategy 
 
The Settlement Strategy identifies the settlements where sustainable development will take place to 
improve the lives of all those who live and work in Wiltshire.  
 
The area strategies in Chapter 5 list the specific settlements which fall within each category.  
 
Principal Settlements  
 
Wiltshire’s Principal Settlements are strategically important centres and the primary focus for 
development. This will safeguard and enhance their strategic roles as employment and service 
centres.  
 
They will provide significant levels of jobs and homes, together with supporting community facilities 
and infrastructure, meeting their economic potential in the most sustainable way to support better self 
containment.  
 
The Principal Settlements are: Chippenham, Trowbridge and Salisbury.  
 
Market Towns  
 
Outside the Principal Settlements, Market Towns are defi ned as settlements that have the ability to 
support sustainable patterns of living in Wiltshire through their current levels of facilities, services and 
employment opportunities.  
 
Market Towns have the potential for significant development that will increase the jobs and homes in 
each town in order to help sustain and where necessary enhance their services and facilities and 
promote better levels of self containment and viable sustainable communities.  
 
The Market Towns are: Amesbury, Bradford on Avon, Calne, Corsham, Devizes, Malmesbury, 
Marlborough, Melksham, Tidworth and Ludgershall, Warminster, Westbury, and Royal Wootton 
Bassett.  
 
Local Service Centres  
 
Local Service Centres are defi ned as smaller towns and larger villages which serve a surrounding 
rural hinterland and possess a level of facilities and services that, together with improved local 
employment, provide the best opportunities outside the Market Towns for greater self containment. 
 
Local Service Centres will provide for modest levels of development in order to safeguard their role 
and to deliver affordable housing.  
 
The Local Service Centres are: Pewsey, Market Lavington, Cricklade, Tisbury, Mere, Downton and 
Wilton.  
 
Large and Small Villages  
 
Large Villages are defi ned as settlements with a limited range of employment, services and facilities. 
Small Villages have a low level of services and facilities, and few employment opportunities.  
 
Development at Large and Small Villages will be limited to that needed to help meet the housing 
needs of settlements and to improve employment opportunities, services and facilities.  
 
The Large and Small Villages are: see area strategies, Chapter 5. 
 
 



Core Policy 2  
 
Delivery Strategy  
 
In line with Core Policy 1, the delivery strategy seeks to deliver development in Wiltshire between 
2006 and 2026 in the most sustainable manner by making provision for at least 178ha of new 
employment land and at least 42,000 homes distributed as follows: 
 

 Minimum housing requirement 

(dwellings) 

East Wiltshire HMA 5,940 

North and West Wiltshire HMA 24,740 

South Wiltshire HMA 10,420 

West of Swindon 900 

Wiltshire 42,000 
 
This will be delivered in a sustainable pattern in a way that prioritises the release of employment land 
and the re-use of previously developed land to deliver regeneration opportunities, and to limit the 
need for development on Greenfield sites, with approximately 35% of development taking place on 
previously developed land.  
 
The 42,000 homes will be developed in sustainable locations in conformity with the distribution set out 
above, against which the land supply situation will be assessed. A more detailed distribution is set out 
in the Community Area Strategies. Development proposals should also be in general conformity with 
these.  
 
Sites for development in line with the Area Strategies will be identified through subsequent Site 
Allocations DPDs and by supporting communities to identify sites through neighbourhood planning.  
 
Within the defined limits of development  
 
Within the limits of development, as defined on the policies map, there is a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development at the Principal Settlements, Market Towns, Local Service Centres and 
Large Villages. 
 
Outside the defined limits of development  
 
Other than in circumstances as permitted by other policies within this plan, identified in paragraph 
4.25, development will not be permitted outside the limits of development, as defined on the policies 
map. The limits of development may only be altered through the identification of sites for development 
through subsequent Site Allocations Development Plan Documents and neighbourhood plans.  
 
At the Small Villages development will be limited to infill within the existing built area. Proposals for 
development at the Small Villages will be supported where they seek to meet housing needs of 
settlements or provide employment, services and facilities provided that the development: 
 

i) Respects the existing character and form of the settlement  
ii) Does not elongate the village or impose development in sensitive landscape areas 
iii) Does not consolidate an existing sporadic loose knit areas of development related to the 

settlement.  
 
Strategically important sites  
 
Development will be supported at the following sites in accordance with the Area Strategies and 
requirements in the development templates at Appendix A.  
 



Central Car Park, Salisbury  
 
Up to 40,000 sqm retail and leisure floor space and 200 dwellings  
 
Churchfields & Engine Sheds, Salisbury  
 
5 ha of retained employment land and 1,100 dwellings  
 
Drummond Park, Ludgershall  
 
475 dwellings  
 
Former Imerys Quarry, Salisbury  
 
4 ha of employment land  
 
Fugglestone Red, Salisbury  
 
8 ha of employment land and 1,250 dwellings 
 
Hampton Park, Salisbury  
 
500 dwellings  
 
Horton Road, Devizes  
 
8.4 ha of employment land  
 
Kings Gate, Amesbury  
 
1,300 dwellings  
 
Kingston Farm and Moulton Estate, Bradford on Avon  
 
2-3 ha of employment land and 150 dwellings  
 
Longhedge (Old Sarum), Salisbury  
 
8 ha of employment land and 450 dwellings  
 
Mill Lane, Hawkeridge, Westbury  
 
14.7 ha of employment land  
 
  



Salisbury Road, Marlborough  
 
220 dwellings 
 
Ashton Park, South East Trowbridge  
 
15 ha of employment land and 2,600 dwellings  
 
Station Road, Westbury  
 
250 dwellings  
 
UKLF, Wilton  
 
3 ha of employment land and 450 dwellings  
 
West of Warminster  
 
6 ha of employment land and 900 dwellings  
 
Masterplans will be developed for each strategically important site in partnership between the local 
community, local planning authority and the developer, to be approved by the council as part of the 
planning application process. At mixed use sites development will be phased to ensure employment 
land, and its appropriate infrastructure, is brought forward during the early stages of development. 
 
 
Core Policy 3  
 
Infrastructure requirements  
 
All new development will be required to provide for the necessary on-site and, where appropriate, off-
site infrastructure requirements arising from the proposal. Infrastructure requirements will be delivered 
directly by the developer and/or through an appropriate financial contribution prior to, or in conjunction 
with, new development. In ensuring the timely delivery of infrastructure, development proposals must 
demonstrate that full regard has been paid to the council’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Schedule 
and all other relevant policies of this plan. Joint working with adjoining authorities will be encouraged 
to ensure that wider strategic infrastructure requirements are appropriately addressed.  
 
In the event of competing demands for infrastructure provision, developer contributions will be sought 
in the following order of priority:  
 

1.  Essential infrastructure  
2.  Place-shaping infrastructure  

 
A viability assessment, undertaken by an independent third party but on terms agreed by the council 
and funded by the developer, will be required in the event of concerns that infrastructure requirements 
may render the development unviable. This will involve an ‘open book’ approach. If the viability 
assessment adequately demonstrates that development proposals are unable to fund the full range of 
infrastructure requirements, then the council will:  
 

i. prioritise seeking developer contributions in the order set out above  
ii. use an appropriate mechanism to defer part of the developer contributions requirement to a 

later date, as agreed by all parties. 
 
Delivery responsibility  
 
This policy will be delivered by:  
 

iii. the direct provision of facilities and services by the council and its public and private sector 
partners, reflected in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan  



iv. the development management process. Planning conditions and planning obligations (largely 
through section 106 agreements) will be sought to mitigate the direct impact(s) of 
development, secure its implementation, control phasing where necessary, and to secure and 
contribute to the delivery of infrastructure made necessary by the development. The council 
will prepare a supplementary planning document that will provide more detail about its 
approach to securing developer contributions  

v. utilising developer contributions to provide enhancements to local facilities and services  
vi. liaison through the area boards with town and parish councils and appropriate local 

stakeholders to identify community infrastructure requirements help establish local priorities 
as well as develop/implement mechanisms for administering monies collected through 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and planning obligations in accordance with national and 
council policies  

vii. partnership work with infrastructure providers, neighbouring authorities and other 
stakeholders, to identify requirements for and to facilitate appropriate community 
infrastructure development  

viii. upon adoption of the CIL Charging Schedule, CIL will be used to pool developer contributions 
towards a wide range of new and improved infrastructure necessary to deliver new 
development. 

 
 
Core Policy 19  
 
Spatial Strategy: Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Community Area  
 
Development in the Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Community Area should be in accordance 
with the Settlement Strategy set out in Core Policy 1. 
 
Market Towns: Royal Wootton Bassett.  
 
Local Service Centres: Cricklade.  
 
Large Villages: Lyneham and Purton.  
 
Small Villages: Bradenstoke, Broad Town, Hook, Latton, Lydiard Millicent and Purton Stoke. 
 
The following Principal Employment Areas will be supported in accordance with Core Policy 35: 
Whitehill Industrial Estate, Interface Industrial Estate and Coped Hall Business Park.  
 
Over the plan period (2006 to 2026), 5 ha of new employment land (in addition to that delivered or 
committed at April 2011) will be provided, including: 
 

Land to the West of 

Templars Way 

 

Saved North Wiltshire 

District Plan Allocation 

3.7ha 

Brickwoods, Purton Daved North Wiltshire 

District Plan Allocation 

1.0 ha remaining 

 
Over the plan period (2006 to 2026), approximately 1,455 new homes will be provided of which about 
1,070 should occur at Royal Wootton Bassett. Approximately 385 homes will be provided in the rest of 
the Community Area. Growth in the Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Community Area over the 
plan period may consist of a range of sites in accordance with Core Policies 1 and 2.  
 
Development proposals in the Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Community Area will need to 
demonstrate how the relevant issues and considerations listed in paragraph 5.102 will be addressed. 
 
 
Core Policy 41  
 



Sustainable construction and low-carbon energy  
 
Climate change adaptation  
New development, building conversions, refurbishments and extensions will be encouraged to 
incorporate design measures to reduce energy demand. Development will be well insulated and 
designed to take advantage of natural light and heat from the sun and use natural air movement for 
ventilation, whilst maximising cooling in the summer.  
 
Sustainable construction 
New homes (excluding extensions and conversions) will be required to achieve at least Level 4 (in 
full) of the Code for Sustainable Homes.  
 
Conversions of property to residential use will not be permitted unless BREEAM’s Homes “Very 
Good” standards are achieved.  
 
All non-residential development will be required to achieve the relevant BREEAM “Very Good” 
standards, rising to the relevant BREEAM “Excellent” standards from 2019.  
 
Existing buildings  
Retrofitting measures to improve the energy performance of existing buildings will be encouraged in 
accordance with the following hierarchy:  
 

i. Reduce energy consumption through energy efficiency measures  
ii. Use renewable or low-carbon energy from a local/district source  
iii. Use building-integrated renewable or low-carbon technologies.  

 
Opportunities should be sought to facilitate carbon reduction through retrofitting at whole street or 
neighbourhood scales to reduce individual costs, improve viability and support coordinated 
programmes for improvement.  
 
Renewable and low-carbon energy  
All proposals for major development87 will be required to submit a Sustainable Energy Strategy 
alongside the planning application outlining the low-carbon strategy for the proposal.  
 
In all cases, including those listed above, proposals relating to historic buildings, listed buildings and 
buildings within conservation areas and world heritage sites should ensure that appropriate sensitive 
approaches and materials are used. Safeguarding of the significance of heritage assets should be in 
accordance with appropriate national policy and established best practice.  
 
In all cases the impact of these requirements on the viability of development will be taken into 
consideration. 
 
 
Core Policy 43  
 
Providing affordable homes  
 
Provision  
On sites of five or more dwellings, affordable housing provision of at least 30% (net) will be provided 
within the 30% affordable housing zone and at least 40% (net) will be provided on sites within the 
40% affordable housing zone. Only in exceptional circumstances, where it can be proven that on-site 
delivery is not possible, will a commuted sum be considered.  
 
The provision of affordable housing may vary on a site-by-site basis taking into account evidence of 
local need, mix of affordable housing proposed and, where appropriate, the viability of the 
development. All affordable housing will be subject to an appropriate legal agreement with the council.  
 
This level of provision should be delivered with nil public subsidy, unless otherwise agreed by the 
council. 
 



Tenure  
Tenure will be negotiated on a site-by-site basis to reflect the nature of the development and local 
needs as set out in Core Policy 45 (Meeting Wiltshire’s housing needs).  
 
On site distribution and standards  
Affordable housing units will be dispersed throughout a development and designed to a high quality, 
so as to be indistinguishable from other development. In determining the level of integration that can 
be achieved, consideration will be given to the practicalities of management and maintenance 
associated with the proposal whilst still ensuring affordability, particularly in developments of flats. 
 
 
Core Policy 45  
 
Meeting Wiltshire’s housing needs  
 
Type, mix and size  
New housing, both market and affordable, must be well designed to address local housing need 
incorporating a range of different types, tenures and sizes of homes to create mixed and balanced 
communities.  
 
Housing size and type, including any distinction between flats and houses, will be expected to reflect 
that of the demonstrable need for the community within which a site is located. The Wiltshire Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment identifies the housing needs of Wiltshire. Any variation to this will need 
to be justified through the production of new, sound evidence from either an updated Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment or other credible evidence source. 
 
In relation to affordable housing, other sources of credible evidence include the council’s housing 
register and local needs surveys. 
 
 
Core Policy 50  
 
Biodiversity and geodiversity  
 
Protection  
Development proposals must demonstrate how they protect features of nature conservation and 
geological value as part of the design rationale. There is an expectation that such features shall be 
retained, buffered, and managed favourably in order to maintain their ecological value, connectivity 
and functionality in the long-term. Where it has been demonstrated that such features cannot be 
retained, removal or damage shall only be acceptable in circumstances where the anticipated 
ecological impacts have been mitigated as far as possible and appropriate compensatory measures 
can be secured to ensure no net loss of the local biodiversity resource, and secure the integrity of 
local ecological networks and provision of ecosystem services.  
 
All development proposals shall incorporate appropriate measures to avoid and reduce disturbance of 
sensitive wildlife species and habitats throughout the lifetime of the development.  
 
Any development potentially affecting a Natura 2000 site must provide avoidance measures in 
accordance with the strategic plans or guidance set out in paragraphs 6.75-6.77 above where 
possible, otherwise bespoke measures must be provided to demonstrate that the proposals would 
have no adverse effect upon the Natura 2000 network. Any development that would have an adverse 
effect on the integrity of a European nature conservation site will not be in accordance with the Core 
Strategy. 
 
Biodiversity enhancement  
All development should seek opportunities to enhance biodiversity. Major development in particular 
must include measures to deliver biodiversity gains through opportunities to restore, enhance and 
create valuable habitats, ecological networks and ecosystem services. Such enhancement measures 
will contribute to the objectives and targets of the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) or River Basin/ 



Catchment Management Plan, particularly through landscape scale projects, and be relevant to the 
local landscape character.  
 
Local sites  
Sustainable development will avoid direct and indirect impacts upon local sites through sensitive site 
location and layout, and by maintaining sufficient buffers and ecological connectivity with the wider 
environment. Damage or disturbance to local sites will generally be unacceptable, other than in 
exceptional circumstances where it has been demonstrated that such impacts:  
 

i. cannot reasonably be avoided  
ii. ii. are reduced as far as possible  
iii. iii. are outweighed by other planning considerations in the public interest  
iv. iv. where appropriate compensation measures can be secured through planning obligations or 

agreements.  
 
Development proposals affecting local sites must make a reasonable contribution to their favourable 
management in the long-term. 
 
 
Core Policy 52  
 
Green infrastructure  
 
Development shall make provision for the retention and enhancement of Wiltshire’s green 
infrastructure network, and shall ensure that suitable links to the network are provided and 
maintained. Where development is permitted developers will be required to:  
 

i. retain and enhance existing on site green infrastructure  
ii. make provision for accessible open spaces in accordance with the requirements of the 

adopted Wiltshire Open Space Standards  
iii. put measures in place to ensure appropriate long-term management of any green 

infrastructure directly related to the development  
iv. provide appropriate contributions towards the delivery of the Wiltshire Green Infrastructure 

Strategy  
v. identify and provide opportunities to enhance and improve linkages between the natural and 

historic landscapes of Wiltshire.  
 
If damage or loss of existing green infrastructure is unavoidable, the creation of new or replacement 
green infrastructure equal to or above its current value and quality, that maintains the integrity and 
functionality of the green infrastructure network, will be required.  
 
Proposals for major development should be accompanied by an audit of the existing green 
infrastructure within and around the site and a statement demonstrating how this will be retained and 
enhanced through the development process.  
 
Development will not adversely affect the integrity and value of the green infrastructure network, 
prejudice the delivery of the Wiltshire Green Infrastructure Strategy, or provide inadequate green 
infrastructure mitigation.  
 
Green infrastructure projects and initiatives that contribute to the delivery of a high quality and highly 
valued multi-functional green infrastructure network in accordance with the Wiltshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy will be supported. Contributions (financial or other) to support such projects 
and initiatives will be required where appropriate from developers. 
 
 
Core Policy 56  
 
Contaminated land  
 



Development proposals which are likely to be on or adjacent to land which may have been subject to 
contamination will need to demonstrate that measures can be taken to effectively mitigate the impacts 
of land contamination on public health, environmental quality, the built environment and amenity.  
 
Developers will be required to demonstrate that the development site is, or will be, made suitable for 
the proposed final use and will need to provide one or more of the following documents:  

i. Detailed site history identifying possibly contaminative uses.  
ii. Site characterisation: The nature and extent of any contamination and the hazards and risks 

posed.  
iii. Detailed remediation scheme: Including methodology and quality assurance.  
iv. Methodology to report unexpected contamination.  
v. Methodology to ensure verification of remedial works.  
vi. Details of long term monitoring and maintenance proposals (where necessary).  

 
The need for, type and complexity of reports will depend on the specific site. 
 
 
Core Policy 57  
 
Ensuring high quality design and place shaping  
 
A high standard of design is required in all new developments, including extensions, alterations, and 
changes of use of existing buildings. Development is expected to create a strong sense of place 
through drawing on the local context and being complementary to the locality. Applications for new 
development must be accompanied by appropriate information to demonstrate how the proposal will 
make a positive contribution to the character of Wiltshire through:  
 

i. enhancing local distinctiveness by responding to the value of the natural and historic 
environment, relating positively to its landscape setting and the existing pattern of 
development and responding to local topography by ensuring that important views into, within 
and out of the site are to be retained and enhanced  

ii. the retention and enhancement of existing important landscaping and natural features, (e.g. 
trees, hedges, banks and watercourses), in order to take opportunities to enhance 
biodiversity, create wildlife and recreational corridors, effectively integrate the development 
into its setting and to justify and mitigate against any losses that may occur through the 
development  

iii. responding positively to the existing townscape and landscape features in terms of building 
layouts, built form, height, mass, scale, building line, plot size, elevational design, materials, 
streetscape and rooflines to effectively integrate the building into its setting  

iv. being sympathetic to and conserving historic buildings and historic landscapes  
v. the maximisation of opportunities for sustainable construction techniques, use of renewable 

energy sources and ensuring buildings and spaces are orientated to gain maximum benefit 
from sunlight and passive solar energy, in accordance with Core Policy 41 (Sustainable 
Construction and Low Carbon Energy)  

vi. making efficient use of land whilst taking account of the characteristics of the site and the 
local context to deliver an appropriate development which relates effectively to the immediate 
setting and to the wider character of the area 

vii. having regard to the compatibility of adjoining buildings and uses, the impact on the amenities 
of existing occupants, and ensuring that appropriate levels of amenity are achievable within 
the development itself, including the consideration of privacy, overshadowing, vibration, and 
pollution (e.g. light intrusion, noise, smoke, fumes, effluent, waste or litter)  

viii. incorporating measures to reduce any actual or perceived opportunities for crime or antisocial 
behaviour on the site and in the surrounding area through the creation of visually attractive 
frontages that have windows and doors located to assist in the informal surveillance of public 
and shared areas by occupants of the site  

ix. ensuring that the public realm, including new roads and other rights of way, are designed to 
create places of character which are legible, safe and accessible in accordance with Core 
Policy 66 (Strategic Transport Network)  

x. the sensitive design of advertisements and signage, which are appropriate and sympathetic to 
their local setting by means of scale, design, lighting and materials  



xi. taking account of the needs of potential occupants, through planning for diversity and 
adaptability, and considering how buildings and space will be used in the immediate and long 
term future  

xii.  the use of high standards of building materials, finishes and landscaping, including the 
provision of street furniture and the integration of art and design in the public realm  

xiii. the case of major developments, ensuring they are accompanied by a detailed design 
statement and masterplan, which is based on an analysis of the local context and assessment 
of constraints and opportunities of the site and is informed by a development concept, 
including clearly stated design principles, which will underpin the character of the new place  

xiv. meeting the requirements of Core Policy 61 (Transport and New Development). 
 
 
Core Policy 58  
 
Ensuring the conservation of the historic environment  
 
Development should protect, conserve and where possible enhance the historic environment.  
 
Designated heritage assets and their settings will be conserved, and where appropriate enhanced in a 
manner appropriate to their significance, including:  
 

i. nationally significant archaeological remains  
ii. World Heritage Sites within and adjacent to Wiltshire  
iii. buildings and structures of special architectural or historic interest  
iv. the special character or appearance of conservation areas  
v. historic parks and gardens  
vi. important landscapes, including registered battlefields and townscapes.  

 
Distinctive elements of Wiltshire’s historic environment, including non-designated heritage assets, 
which contribute to a sense of local character and identity will be conserved, and where possible 
enhanced. The potential contribution of these heritage assets towards wider social, cultural, economic 
and environmental benefits will also be utilised where this can be delivered in a sensitive and 
appropriate manner in accordance with Core Policy 57 (Ensuring High Quality Design and Place 
Shaping).  
 
Heritage assets at risk will be monitored and development proposals that improve their condition will 
be encouraged. The advice of statutory and local consultees will be sought in consideration of such 
applications. 
 
 
Core Policy 60  
 
Sustainable transport  
 
The council will use its planning and transport powers to help reduce the need to travel particularly by 
private car, and support and encourage the sustainable, safe and efficient movement of people and 
goods within and through Wiltshire.  
 
This will be achieved by:  
 

i. planning developments in accessible locations  
ii. promoting sustainable transport alternatives to the use of the private car  
iii. maintaining and selectively improving the local transport network in accordance with its 

functional importance and in partnership with other transport planning bodies, service 
providers and the business community  

iv. promoting appropriate demand management measures  
v. influencing the routing of freight within and through the county  
vi. assessing and, where necessary, mitigating the impact of developments on transport users, 

local communities and the environment. 
 



 
Core Policy 61  
 
Transport and new development  
 
New development should be located and designed to reduce the need to travel particularly by private 
car, and to encourage the use of sustainable transport alternatives.  
 
As part of a required transport assessment, the following must be demonstrated:  
 

i.  That consideration has been given to the needs of all transport users, where relevant, 
according to the following hierarchy:  

 
a. Visually impaired and other disabled people  
b. Pedestrians  
c.  Cyclists  
d. Public transport  
e.  Goods vehicles  
f.  Powered two-wheelers  
g.  Private cars.  

 
ii.  That the proposal is capable of being served by safe access to the highway network.  
iii.  That are fit for purpose and safe loading/unloading facilities can be provided where these are 

required as part of the normal functioning of the development.  
 
Where appropriate, contributions will be sought towards sustainable transport improvements, and 
travel plans will be required to encourage the use of sustainable transport alternatives and more 
sustainable freight movements. 
 
 
Core Policy 67  
 
Flood Risk  
 
Development proposed in Flood Zones 2 and 3 as identified within the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment will need to refer to the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment when providing 
evidence to the local planning authority in order to apply the sequential test in line with the 
requirements of national policy and established best practice.  
 
All new development will include measures to reduce the rate of rainwater run-off and improve 
rainwater infiltration to soil and ground (sustainable urban drainage) unless site or environmental 
conditions make these measures unsuitable. 
 
 
  



NORTH WILTSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 2011 (ADOPTED JUNE 2006) SAVED POLICIES 
 
NE14 Trees, Site Features and the Control of New Development 
 
Permission will not be granted for proposals that would result, or be likely to result, in the loss of trees, 
hedges, lakes/ponds or other important landscape or ecological features that could be successfully 
and appropriately incorporated into the design of a development.  
 
Planning conditions will be imposed and Tree Preservation Orders made, for safeguarding single and 
small groups of trees in the interests of public amenity.  
 
6.36 It is the duty of the local planning authority to ensure, whenever it is appropriate, that in granting 
planning permission for any development adequate provision is made, by the imposition of conditions, 
for the preservation or planting of trees. The latter should be substantially native tree species of local 
provenance. 
 
6.37 It will be expected that assessments to determine the nature conservation and landscape value 
features both within and adjacent to sites will be undertaken. Details of any assessment should be 
submitted with a planning application.  
 
6.38 For example, a tree survey should be carried out of the site and directly adjacent land by a 
competent expert to establish the quality and condition of trees potentially affected by development as 
appropriate.  
 
6.39 Development shall be designed to ensure the longevity of retained vegetation and features 
through appropriate management and mitigation measures. British Standard 5837: 1991 - Guide for 
Trees in Relation to Construction, offers relevant guidance for trees. 
 
 
NE18 Noise and Pollution  
 
Development will only be permitted where it would not generate, or itself be subject to, harm upon 
public health or cause pollution to the environment by the emission of excessive noise, light intrusion, 
smoke, fumes, other forms of air pollution, heat, radiation, effluent or vibration.  
 
6.50 The control of pollution is governed by the Environmental Protection Act (1990) and related 
legislation. Planning, however, has a role to play in separating potentially polluting land uses. New 
development should be designed to ensure that it does not cause environmental pollution, which then 
has to be controlled by other agencies. Appropriate mitigation measures will be expected to be 
incorporated into development proposals with a potential to pollute. Where measures cannot be 
achieved planning permission will be refused. 
 
6.51 To minimise the air pollution from roads and buildings, development proposals will be expected 
to incorporate suitable landscaping to help remove air borne pollutants and particulates.  
 
6.52 Lighting should be as energy efficient as possible or run off renewable energy and minimise 
upward light pollution.  
 
6.53 Particular attention should be paid to those sites that are to include hazardous substances or be 
sited near to establishments where hazardous substances are used or stored. In such cases, early 
consultation with the Health and Safety Executive is recommended. 
 
  



T5 Safeguarding  
 
Development affecting public rights of way, cycle and pedestrian routes will only be permitted where 
satisfactory provision, in terms of safety, attractiveness and convenience, is made to retain or divert 
the existing or proposed route. Land for the following transport proposals is safeguarded on the 
proposals map:  
Chippenham Bus Station  
Corsham Railway Station  
Cotswold Water Park Eastern Spine Road  
Dualling of A350, North of Chippenham  
Frogwell to Bumpers Farm Bus only link 
Local Transport Plan Cycle Network Plans  
Pockeredge Farm, Peel Circus, Local Distributor Link Road  
Purton Railway Station  
Spring Quarry Access Road  
Swindon and Cricklade Railway  
Swindon North Distributor Road  
Thames and Severn Canal  
Wilts and Berks Canal  
Wootton Bassett Railway Station 
 
8.16 To ensure the future implementation of transport schemes the land necessary for their 
construction is safeguarded from inappropriate development. 
 
 
H4 Residential Development in the Open Countryside 
 
New Dwellings in the Countryside outside the Framework Boundaries, as defined on the proposals 
map, will be permitted provided that:  
 

i) It is in connection with the essential needs of agriculture or forestry or other rural based 
enterprise;  

ii) It is a replacement for an existing dwelling where:  
a. The residential use has not been abandoned; and  
b.  the existing dwelling is incapable of retention in its current state, is unsightly or is out of 

character with its surroundings and  
c.  the replacement dwelling is of a similar size and scale to the existing dwelling within the 

same curtilage.  
 
9.7 Justification for an agricultural, forestry workers, or other rural based occupational dwelling will be 
based on the functional and financial tests set-out within Government guidance. Permission will only 
be granted if it can be demonstrated that the need for a dwelling cannot be fulfilled by another existing 
dwelling on the unit or within the locality. If planning permission is granted for an agricultural workers 
dwelling it can be expected to tie the dwelling to the farm buildings and/or the agricultural land of the 
unit by way of a legal agreement or other means. This will prevent it being sold separately without 
further application to the local planning authority.  
 
9.8 Proposals to remove the occupancy condition on an agricultural, forestry or other occupational 
workers dwelling will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that:  
 

i. there has been a genuine and unsuccessful attempt to market the property at an appropriate 
market rate based on the occupancy condition for a minimum period of 1 year; and  

ii. there is no agricultural or forestry need for the dwelling on the holding, nor is a need likely to 
arise in the foreseeable future; and  

iii. iii. there is no agricultural or forestry need within the locality.  
 
9.9 This policy reflects the strict controls placed on new residential development within the 
countryside at all levels of Planning guidance. 
 
 



CF2 Leisure Facilities and Open Space  
 
Proposals for leisure facilities and open space within or adjoining the Framework Boundaries of 
Towns and Villages as defined on the Proposals Map will be permitted.  
 
Proposals for the redevelopment, replacement or improvement of existing leisure facilities or open 
spaces, will be permitted provided that:  
 

i) The replacement or improved facilities will be at least equivalent in terms of quality, quantity 
and accessibility, and there will be no reduction in the overall capacity of leisure facilities 
and/or open spaces in the area of the development to accommodate demand; or  

ii) The Council accepts that the loss of the existing facility or open space would not result in a 
deficiency, in terms of quality, quantity and accessibility in accordance with the methodology 
in North Wiltshire s Open Spaces Study, either now or in the foreseeable future and a clear 
environmental justification can be made for an alternative use; or  

iii) The proposed development is for outdoor or indoor leisure facilities that will be of sufficient 
benefit to the community to outweigh the loss of the existing facility or open space; or  

iv) Development proposals will improve facilities ancillary to its use. 
 
12.3 For the purposes of this Plan, open space should be taken to mean all open space of public 
value, including not just land, but also areas of water such as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs 
which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation and can also act as a visual amenity. It is 
acknowledged that it maybe inappropriate for some forms of recreational facilities to be located next 
to existing settlements, due to the characteristics of the use. Examples include, motor sports where 
they would impact of the amenity of an adjoining settlement, and water sports where canals, lakes, 
reservoirs and rivers are not always available within or adjacent to settlements. Open space as a 
visual amenity: even without public access, people enjoy having open space near them to provide an 
outlook, variety in the urban scene, or as a positive element in the landscape.  
 
12.4 By definition, open space is of public value and accordingly the loss of any open space through 
development needs to be justified. The local planning authority will weigh any benefits being offered 
to the community through a development proposal against the loss of open space that would occur. 
Proposals, no matter how desirable from a social and community point of view, will need to be 
sympathetically designed to take account of adjoining properties and the area in general. Proposals 
will be required to take account of all the policies contained within the plan; in particular proposals will 
have to accord to the Development Control Core Policy. 
 
 
CF3 Provision of Open Space  
 
Proposals for new housing development will be required to make provision for open space on site, to 
provide 15m² for Local Parks and 3m² for play areas per person. The Council will accept in the 
appropriate circumstances, financial payments from developers for provision of open space according 
to the following order of preference:  
 

i) Provision of open space elsewhere which is appropriately located in relation to the 
development;  

ii) Contributions towards the upgrading of existing nearby open spaces.  
 
Development will be required to make contributions to remedy local deficiencies in the quantity and/or 
quality of open space and the future maintenance of open space provided to meet needs arising from 
the new development as set out in North Wiltshire s Open Spaces Study.  
 
12.5 All residential developments regardless of scale have the potential to contribute to the increased 
need generated to improve existing open spaces or provide new open spaces. The preference will be 
to provide new open space provision on site. However, this may not be practical for minor residential 
development proposals (ten dwellings or less). For these minor residential proposals, the use of a 
financial contribution would normally be considered appropriate.  
 



12.6 Open space provision will be required in accordance with the Council's defined approach 
contained within the Open Space Study 2004. 
 
TM3 Swindon and Cricklade Railway Line 
 
It is proposed to restore, for leisure purposes, the route of the former railway line from Tadpole Lane, 
Swindon to Cricklade, subject to not causing demonstrable harm to any areas of nature conservation 
interest along its route.  
 
13.4 The route of the former Swindon and Cricklade railway line from the south of Cricklade extends 
into Swindon Borough to link with Mouldon Hill Country Park. In the long-term, there is the possibility 
of considering extending any restored railway line route around the north side of Mouldon Hill, within 
Swindon Borough, and across the River Ray to Moredon Bridge, within North Wiltshire. 
  



CRICKLADE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (MADE MARCH 2018) 
 
Policy H1: The Settlement Boundary  
 
The Settlement Boundary shown on figure 5 sets a frame for development in the town. Within the 
Settlement Boundary, infill and new development that complies with other policies in the development 
plan will be supported.  
 
Development will not be supported outside this Settlement Boundary unless specifically allowed by 
policies in the development plan. 
 
 
Policy H3: Design of New Housing 
 
Proposals for new housing development in the Plan area should be designed in a way that integrates 
them effectively into the existing fabric of the town and its footpath network. Development proposals 
will be supported where they include good quality design that responds to the character of its 
immediate locality and, as appropriate to the site concerned, incorporates measures to:  
 

• Provide cycle and pedestrian routes with connectivity to existing adjacent areas; and 

• Ensure that the informal and varied nature of existing developments should be continued in 
new developments; and  

• Ensure that the height of new build should be in keeping with the elevations of any existing 
neighbouring properties, especially where the new development has a high visual impact; and  

• Ensure that the integrity of historic burgage plots remains intact; and 

• Ensure that infill developments within the town safeguard the amenities of surrounding 
residential properties; and  

• Incorporate open spaces, play areas and hard landscaping to be of a scale suited to the 
existing built form; and  

• Ensure that new housing provides private outdoor space with individual gardens or shared 
areas commensurate with the size and type of dwelling. 

 
 
Policy H7: Residential Car Parking  
 
Residential development should meet the Wiltshire Council parking standards. The design and 
landscaping of car parking spaces or areas should respect the character of the development and its 
immediate area and minimise visual intrusion. The following design guidelines should be complied 
with:  
 

• Parking provision to the front of a dwelling should be designed to minimise the visual impact 
and keep some appearance of garden space; and 

• Communal parking areas should serve no more than 6 homes.  

• Communal parking areas should integrate with the surrounding development and be low 
maintenance without loose surfacing materials. 

 
Policy H8: Foul Water Management, Flood Risk and Surface Water Management  
 
Proposals for new development will be required to demonstrate that they will not increase the risk of 
flooding or surface water run-off within the site or to any surrounding sites or areas in general. The 
use of sustainable drainage systems and storm water tanks will be supported on development sites 
where the technical evidence identifies that the use of such facilities will prevent the potential for 
flooding or surface water run off within the site or elsewhere in the Plan area. 
Policy TT1: Traffic Impact  
 
Proposals for industrial and commercial development will be supported where their traffic movements 
in general, and HGV movements in particular, can be satisfactorily accommodated in the strategic 
and local highway networks. Where appropriate, proposed developments should include measures to 
mitigate any identified traffic impacts in general terms, and those that would have impacts on 
pedestrians, cyclists and other vulnerable road users in particular. 



 
 
Policy LAF1: Open space  
 
Areas of open space shown in Figure 16 and referenced in the ‘Open Space Audit 2016’ will be 
protected and maintained as open space. Support will only be given for development on existing open 
space if alternative provision of equal or better quality, size and accessibility is made and funded 
elsewhere in the town. 
 
 
Policy LAF2: Allotments  
 
New residential development of 10 dwellings or over should provide land for allotments on the basis 
of a minimum of 50m2 for every 10 dwellings. The provision of the necessary land for new allotments 
will be supported both on-site, or off-site as appropriate to the development concerned. Where 
provision is made off site the identified site should be accessible within the town and on land suitable 
for allotment uses.  
 
Where appropriate sites of fewer than ten houses will be supported where they include proportionate 
financial contributions towards improvements in the operation or efficiency of existing allotments to 
the same financial extent that would be required for the provision of an off-site facility. 
 
 
Policy LAF3: Provision of Public Open Space 
 
Open space required to be provided in development proposals should be of a good quality, clearly 
defined and accommodate any identified need for more play areas for younger and older children. 
Developers should put in place financial arrangements to ensure the ongoing maintenance and 
upkeep of the facility. Improvements to existing open space and provision of play facilities will be an 
acceptable alternative in situations where development is located near to existing open space. 

 

 


