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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 
	

	Date:
	14/07/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2026/02202
	

	Proposal:
	Discharge of conditions 4 (Access details), 6 (Car park details), 7 (Cycle parking), 8 (Construction management plan), 9 (Landscape design), 11 (Tree protection plan), 12 (Lighting), 13 (Solar panel details), 14 (Final sustainable energy statement), 15 (Surface water drainage strategy), 16 (Foul water drainage strategy), 17 (Construction environmental management plan), 18 (Landscape and ecology management plan) and 19 (Archaeological details) of PL/2023/01340.
	

	Site Address:
	Abbeyfield School, Stanley, Chippenham, SN15 3XB
	

	Case Officer:
	Lucie Turner
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	12
	No external lighting shall be installed on site until plans showing the type of light appliance, the height and position of fitting, illumination levels and light spillage in accordance with the appropriate Environmental Zone standards set out by the Institute of Lighting Engineers in their publication “Guidance Notes for the Reduction of Obtrusive Light” (ILE)”, have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved lighting shall be installed and shall be maintained in accordance with the approved details, and no additional external lighting shall be installed. REASON: In the interests of the amenities of surrounding residential occupiers and to minimise unnecessary light spillage above and outside the development site.
	See comments below. 15/07/2026

	17
	Prior to the commencement of works, including demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval in writing. The Plan shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: a) b) c) d) e) Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection areas and details of physical means of protection, e.g. exclusion fencing. Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds, amphibians, notable flora and reptiles. Mitigation strategies already agreed with the local planning authority prior to f) determination, such as for reptiles and flora; this should comprise the pre construction/construction related elements of strategies only. The plan should include the details of how the site and the reptile/flora receptor site will be managed prior to and during the construction phase of the proposed development. g) h) i) j) k) Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors; including details of when a licensed ecologist and/or ecological clerk of works (ECoW) shall be present on site. Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and ecologist/ECoW). Timeframe for provision of compliance report to the local planning authority; to be completed by the ecologist/ECoW and to include photographic evidence. l) m) Development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved CEMP. REASON: To ensure adequate protection and mitigation for ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable.
	NO. 

CEMP June 2026 (Morgan Sindall, Rev P3, 04/06/2026)

CEMP (aLyne Ecology 27/02/2026)

15/07/2026

	18
	Prior to the start of construction, a Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The LEMP will include long term objectives and targets, management responsibilities and maintenance schedules for each ecological feature within the development, together with a mechanism for monitoring success of the management prescriptions, incorporating review and necessary adaptive management in order to attain targets. The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by which long-term implementation of the plan will be secured. The LEMP shall be implemented in full and for the lifetime of the development in accordance with the approved details. REASON: To ensure the long-term management of landscape and ecological features retained and created by the development, for the benefit of visual amenity and biodiversity for the lifetime of the scheme.
	NO. 

LANDSCAPE AND ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (aLyne Ecology, 27.02.2026)

15/07/2026



External Lighting

I note that Condition 12 (lighting) was applied to protect residential amenity and limit light spill. Although not an ecology‑specific condition, bat surveys recorded rare, light‑averse species using the northern and southern boundaries.

The submission includes a luminaire schedule and lighting layout, but no predicted illumination levels or light‑spill modelling, which appears to be required by the condition.

As the application was determined before ecology provided comments, it is recommended that illumination modelling is submitted to demonstrate boundary light levels and confirm that unnecessary spill is avoided, in line with CP50 and NPPF biodiversity safeguards. If modelling cannot be provided, the responding officer should ensure that boundary light spill is minimised based on the full evidence requirements of the condition.

CEMP

The following points must be addressed to meet condition criteria and align with previously agreed compensation strategies:

Root protection Areas and Biodiversity Protection Zones

· The RPA fencing in the Tyler Grange AMS (11468_P04) and the BPZ in the CEMP (aLyne Ecology 27/02/2026) do not include the area of retained boundary vegetation in the southwest corner shown in Planting and Ecological Enhancement Plan (NVB, 01/04/2026) and other landscape proposals. The extent of retained boundary vegetation shown in Planting and Ecological Enhancement Plan (NVB, 01/04/2026) should be protected during construction and this should be reflected in the BPZ. BPZ plans should be amended in the ecology CEMP (aLyne Ecology 27/02/2026).

Reptiles

· A full method statement for reptile translocation should be included in the CEMP. The current CEMP refers to the recommendations in the Retile Survey (aLyne Ecology, 30.11.2022) which does not provide sufficient detail on methodology including translocation and clearance. 
· Reptile fencing plans in CEMP June 2026 (Morgan Sindall, Rev P3, 04/06/2026) should be included in the ecology CEMP (aLyne Ecology, 27/02/2026).

GCN

· It remains unclear whether District Licensing will be used. If so, the signed IACPC and Annex 3 must be submitted. With ponds and GCN records within 500 m, a legally compliant mitigation strategy must be provided before works begin.
· Full details of GCN mitigation approach should be included in the CEMP. 

Orchids

· The CEMP (aLyne Ecology 27/02/2026) includes Appendix 2. Orchid Translocation Method Statement. Ponit 16 of the method states that the orchid translocation will be monitored for 5 years to ensure the establishment of the orchids and provide recommendations for any adaptive management to encourage establishment and development. 
· As per condition, the CEMP must include a timeframe for compliance reporting to the LPA including method, who is responsible and must include photographic evidence.

Receptor Site

· The CEMP must describe how both the development site and the reptile/amphibian/flora receptor site will be managed before and during construction, as required by the condition.
· The receptor site primarily for reptiles, amphibians and orchids, is not in the redline. How the long-term management of the receptor site will be secured is unclear. Further information is required. 

LEMP

Based on biodiversity net gain design stage report (aLyne ecology, 06.06.2023) and the ecology planning consultation response dated 17/04/2024, 6 habitats units are required to achieve a 10% net gain. My understanding is that these are being sought offsite and therefore this should not impact the approved onsite layout or landscaping. The ecological plans in the LEMP (aLyne Ecology, 27.02.2026) match the onsite BNG and landscaping plans that have been approved. However, the following points must be addressed to meet condition criteria and align with previously agreed compensation strategies:

· The LEMP must describe how both the development site and the reptile/amphibian/flora receptor site will be managed after establishment. Further information is required.
· The receptor site primarily for reptiles, amphibians and orchids, is not in the redline. How the long-term management of the receptor site will be secured is unclear. Further information is required. 
· Section 6 - The LEMP must include maintenance schedules for each ecological feature within the development. Further information is required.
· Section 6 – The LEMP must include a mechanism for monitoring success of the management prescriptions. Further information is required.
· Section 6 - The LEMP must set out a process of review and necessary adaptive management to attain targets. This should apply to all habitats and enhancement features. Further information is required.
· Section 6.4 – Enhancement features should be monitored and replaced when necessary. Further information is required.
· The LEMP should include a legible version of the Figure 1 – Landscape and Ecological Management Plan.

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date:
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