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[bookmark: X6b96d7d861778fdef029d1397ba8d99e61a62f4]Planning Application for Improvements to the External Area at Tilshead Village Hall
[bookmark: introduction]1. Introduction
This statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for improvements to the external area adjoining Tilshead Village Hall.
The development will create a safer, more accessible and more attractive outdoor space through the construction of a block-paved access and seating area, new accessible pathways, regrading of the existing grassed area, installation of 1-metre-high black metal railings with two access gates, and a protective grating over the existing winterbourne emergence point.
The application site lies within the Tilshead Conservation Area. The scheme has been carefully designed to preserve its character and appearance while enhancing an important community facility.
[bookmark: X14fbac71139cca0c3396c9fe3ccb7086c6b1350]2. The Site and the Need for the Development
Tilshead Village Hall is an important community asset serving the village and the surrounding area. It hosts a wide range of social, recreational and community activities throughout the year.
The application site comprises a small grassed area immediately adjoining the Village Hall. Access is currently provided by two narrow and uneven pathways, which restrict accessibility for wheelchair users, people with limited mobility and parents with pushchairs. The uneven grassed area limits its use for outdoor activities, while the absence of a defined boundary between the site and the A360 raises safety concerns during family and community events.
An intermittent winterbourne also emerges within the site during periods of high groundwater. The development does not alter the winterbourne but includes a protective grating over the emergence point to remove an existing trip hazard.
The Village Hall Committee identified the need to improve the site to:
1. provide safe and inclusive access for all users;
2. create a more usable outdoor space for Village Hall activities;
3. improve safety adjacent to the A360;
4. enhance the appearance of the Village Hall grounds; and
5. support the long-term sustainability of the Village Hall by improving the facilities available to users.
The scheme has been developed following extensive consultation with local residents and refined in response to the feedback received. Full funding has been secured through the National Lottery Community Fund together with significant community fundraising, demonstrating strong local commitment to the project.
[bookmark: the-development]3. The Development
The development comprises:
1. formation of a block-paved area providing an accessible route to the Village Hall together with outdoor seating space;
2. construction of new accessible pathways;
3. regrading of the remaining grassed area to provide a level surface;
4. installation of 1-metre-high black metal railings with two access gates;
5. installation of a protective grating over the winterbourne emergence point;
6. rearrangement of existing furniture to create space for community activities.
The use of the land will remain unchanged and will continue to be ancillary to Tilshead Village Hall.
[bookmark: design-access-and-heritage]4. Design, Access and Heritage
The scheme has been designed to provide a simple and sympathetic enhancement to the Village Hall grounds while respecting the character of the Tilshead Conservation Area.
Block paving has been selected to provide a durable, level and accessible surface suitable for wheelchair users, people with limited mobility and parents with pushchairs. The hard-surfaced area will also provide space for occasional outdoor seating associated with Village Hall activities.
The remaining grassed area will be regraded to improve its usability while retaining the open, green character of the site.
The proposed 1-metre-high black metal railings will provide a clearly defined boundary to improve safety, particularly adjacent to the A360, without creating an intrusive feature. Their low height and open design will preserve views across the site and complement the character of the Conservation Area. The style chosen complements the style seen on neighboring properties.
The intermittent winterbourne will remain entirely unaltered. The protective grating over the emergence point will allow the spring to continue to function naturally while removing an existing safety hazard.
10 of the Staddle stones will be used within the design as shown on the Biodiversity Action Plan.
The development will improve the appearance and functionality of an underused area while preserving the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.
[bookmark: planning-policy]5. Planning Policy
The development supports the objectives of the National Planning Policy Framework by:
1. strengthening an established community facility;
2. promoting inclusive and safe access;
3. achieving high-quality, context-sensitive design;
4. preserving the character and appearance of the Conservation Area; and
5. supporting sustainable, healthy communities.
The scheme is also consistent with the adopted Wiltshire Core Strategy, in particular:
1. Core Policy 49 – by enhancing an established community facility and supporting its continued use;
2. Core Policy 57 – through a well-designed scheme that improves the quality, appearance and accessibility of the external environment;
3. Core Policy 58 – by preserving the character and appearance of the Tilshead Conservation Area;
4. Core Policies 60 and 61 – by improving pedestrian accessibility and creating a safer environment for Village Hall users.
The development delivers significant public benefits without giving rise to unacceptable impacts on heritage assets, neighbouring amenity or the surrounding environment.
[bookmark: supporting-information]6. Supporting Information
The application is accompanied by supporting documents that provide further detail on key aspects of the development, including:
1. Planning Statement incorporating Design, Access and Heritage Considerations;
2. Tilshead VH Existing Layout;
3. Tilshead Village Hall Proposal;
4. Community Consultation Statement;
5. Winterbourne Technical Note;
6. Tilshead Village Hall Plot;
7. Biodiversity Enhancement statement;
8. Small Sites Metric Tilshead Village Hall;
9. Tilshead VH Biodiversity Action Plan;
10. Tilshead VH Potential Community Use;
11. Tilshead Village Hall Supporting photos;
12. Permission to Move School Sign; 
13. Example of Consultation Process; and
14. Materials used in Proposal.
These documents demonstrate the careful consideration given to accessibility, biodiversity, drainage, public safety and community engagement throughout the development of the scheme.
[bookmark: conclusion]7. Conclusion
The development represents a modest, well-considered enhancement to Tilshead Village Hall.
It will provide safe and inclusive access for all users, create a more attractive and functional outdoor space, improve safety adjacent to the A360, retain and protect the existing winterbourne, and preserve the character and appearance of the Tilshead Conservation Area.
The proposal has been developed through extensive community consultation and is supported by National Lottery funding and local fundraising. The scheme reflects the aspirations of the local community and will deliver lasting benefits to an important village facility.
When considered against national and local planning policy, the development represents sustainable, high-quality improvement to an established community asset that preserves the significance of the Conservation Area while enhancing its value to the community.
