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[bookmark: introduction]1. Introduction
This statement accompanies the Biodiversity Metric prepared using the, Joe’s Blooms Biodiversity Metric Calculator. This statement should be read in conjunction with documents, 9. Tilshead Village Hall Biodiversity Action Plan and 10. Tilshead Village Hall Community Events.
The proposed development will improve accessibility, safety and community use of the external area adjoining Tilshead Village Hall while seeking to maximise opportunities for biodiversity enhancement within the constraints of the site.
The Biodiversity Metric identifies a small reduction in habitat units resulting from the replacement of a limited area of modified grassland with accessible block paving. This statement explains how biodiversity has been considered throughout the design process and identifies additional ecological enhancements that will be incorporated into the completed scheme. These enhancements are difficult to add to the metric and so they have been addressed here and in the Biodiversity Action Plan.

[bookmark: existing-habitat]2. Existing Habitat
The application site comprises a small area of managed modified grassland associated with Tilshead Village Hall together with two existing pathways.
The grass is regularly mown and managed and is therefore of relatively limited ecological value.
An intermittent winterbourne emerges within the site during periods of exceptionally high groundwater. The proposal has been specifically designed to retain the winterbourne in its natural location, and no alterations are proposed to its course or function.

[bookmark: biodiversity-metric]3. Biodiversity Metric
The Joe’s Blooms Biodiversity Metric identifies a biodiversity change of -2.16%.
This small reduction is the result of replacing part of the existing modified grassland with block paving required to provide:
· accessible routes to the Village Hall;
· level access for wheelchair users and people with limited mobility;
· safer movement throughout the site; and
· a small outdoor seating area for community use that can be used even when the ground is soft.
The hard-surfaced area has been kept to the minimum necessary to achieve these objectives.
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Although the formal biodiversity metric records a small reduction in habitat units, the Village Hall Committee has incorporated a range of enhancements intended to improve the ecological value of the site.
These measures include:
· retention of the majority of the existing grassed area;
· protection of the intermittent winterbourne and its natural function;
· creation of dedicated wildflower planting areas using a native species-rich seed mix suitable for chalk downland and local pollinating insects;
· installation of large planter planted with nectar-rich flowering species to provide food sources throughout the growing season;
· planting of climbing species such as honeysuckle and clematis to soften boundary features and provide additional habitat and nectar sources;
· installation of at least three bird nesting boxes suitable for common garden birds;
· installation of at least two insect hotels to provide habitat for solitary bees and other beneficial insects;
These enhancements will provide a greater diversity of habitat than currently exists on the site and support pollinating insects, birds and other wildlife.

[bookmark: landscape-management]5. Landscape Management
The Village Hall Committee is committed to the long-term management of the enhanced planting.
The proposed wildflower areas and planters will be maintained by volunteers from the Village Hall Committee and the local community.
Bird boxes and insect hotels will be inspected annually and replaced as necessary to ensure their continued effectiveness.
The intention is that biodiversity improvements will form an integral part of the ongoing management of the Village Hall grounds.

[bookmark: planning-balance]6. Planning Balance
The proposal delivers substantial public benefits through improved accessibility, inclusivity and public safety while supporting the continued use of an important community facility.
The loss of a limited area of modified grassland has been minimised and is outweighed by the significant social benefits delivered by the proposal.
The incorporation of additional biodiversity enhancements demonstrates the Village Hall Committee’s commitment to improving ecological value wherever practical within the constraints of the site.
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The proposal has been carefully designed to balance accessibility, safety, community benefit and biodiversity.
Although the Biodiversity Metric records a small reduction associated with the replacement of modified grassland by accessible surfacing, the proposal includes a comprehensive package of biodiversity enhancements that will improve habitat diversity and provide lasting ecological benefits.
The Village Hall Committee is committed to implementing and maintaining these measures as part of the long-term stewardship of the Village Hall grounds.
