[image: ]




Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 

	Date: 
	13/07/2026

		Application No:  



	PL/2026/03349

		  Proposal: 



	Installation of solar panels to roof of barn

		Site Address:  



	Ford Mill, Ford, Salisbury, SP4 6DN

	Case Officer:
	Kate Clements



Recommendations:
	[bookmark: _6b73c20f_6ed4_4d16_aa26_354217c36501][bookmark: _e5b69308_a394_4690_b12f_346f8fcad7f0]
	

	
	No Comment

	 
	Support

	
	No objection 

	x
	Condition (no objection subject to conditions)

	
	Objection - further information required

	
	   Objection in principle

	
	   HRA.



Thank you for your consultation on the above application. I have reviewed the submitted documents against OS maps, aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area, together with GIS layers of statutory and non-statutory designated sites and existing records of protected species. 

Information considered:
	
· Proposed Site Plan. MLP26023-002. Plan. 26 May 2026
· Unredacted Cover Letter / Planning Statement. Unredacted. MLP26023. 26 May 2026
· Proposed Roof Plan. MLP26023-004. Plan. 12 Jun 2026

COMMENTS:

Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA)

River Avon SAC: The development site lies just over 20 m from the River Avon. The proposed works are unlikely to impact the river due to the combination of their scale, nature and distance from the river. No additional overnight accommodation with potential to increase phosphorous discharge is proposed. A test of likely significance has been completed by Wiltshire Council under Regulation 63 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), concluding that due to the scale and nature of the proposal there is no mechanism for adverse effect. The HRA therefore finds the application not likely to have significant effects on the SAC and screens it out of Appropriate Assessment.

New Forest Protected Sites: No additional overnight accommodation with potential to increase recreational pressures is proposed. A test of likely significance has been completed by Wiltshire Council under Regulation 63 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), concluding that due to the scale and nature of the proposal there is no mechanism for adverse effect. The HRA therefore finds the application not likely to have significant effects on the protected sites and screens it out of Appropriate Assessment.

Compliance with CP50 (no net loss etc)

No net loss of habitat is expected from the development, and no on‑site biodiversity enhancements have been proposed within the submission. Core Policy 50 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy requires development to demonstrate no net loss and to seek opportunities for biodiversity enhancement, while the NPPF encourages applications to deliver measurable net gains (para 193d). As the red line is limited to the barn footprint, any ecological enhancements will need to be fixed to the barn itself (e.g. integrated or mounted bird and bat boxes). These measures will be secured by condition.

Protected Species

Solar panels will be surface‑mounted on the roof of the existing barn. The barn is a modern, open‑fronted steel‑framed structure with a single‑layer corrugated asbestos roof, present on site since at least 2002 based on aerial imagery. The Pre‑Application Consultation Response (ENQ/2026/00369) advised that the full application should be supported by an appropriate level of bat survey due to a known maternity roost of soprano pipistrelle on the wider site. No signs of bats were recorded during earlier surveys undertaken in 2003 for previous applications (S/2003/1782, S/2004/1055, S/2003/1783), and the barn was assessed to offer very low day‑roost potential due to its design.

Those 2003 surveys confirmed the maternity colony is located at nearby Ford Mill, approximately 30 m from the barn. The proposed operation is small‑scale and short in duration, and the submission documents indicate that the barn already experiences working activity. Effects are therefore unlikely to exceed baseline disturbance. As a result, no impacts on the conservation status of the local soprano pipistrelle population are predicted.

Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), it is an offence to harm or disturb bats or damage or destroy their roosts. Planning permission for development does not provide a defence against prosecution under this legislation. 

CONDITIONS: 

1. The development will be carried out in strict accordance with the following documents:

· Proposed Site Plan. MLP26023-002. Plan. 26 May 2026
· Proposed Roof Plan. MLP26023-004. Plan. 12 Jun 2026

REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and for the protection, mitigation and enhancement of biodiversity.

2. Prior to the commencement of any works, including vegetation removal and demolition, details of the number, design and locations of ecological enhancement features shall be submitted to the Local Authority for approval. The approved details shall be implemented for the lifetime of the development and before completion of the final works. 

REASON: To provide mitigation /enhancement for biodiversity.

Sign off by WC Ecologist will only be given once ALL outstanding information has been submitted and agreed sufficient.
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date: 13/07/2026




image1.jpg
Wiltshire Council
T —





