HERITAGE STATEMENT - 32-34 GLOUCESTER STREET

APPLICATION TO REPACE CEMENT RENDER WITH LIME RENDER / WASH – REAR ELEVATIONS
NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST ENTRY
MALMESBURY

ST9387 GLOUCESTER STREET 758-1/4/326 (West side) Nos.32 AND 34

GV II

Pair of houses with shops. Mid C19. Rendered brick and rubble with slate roof and brick stacks. Double-depth plan. 3 storeys. 4-window front with 2/2-pane sashes, left-hand doorway and mid C19 pilastered double shop front with console brackets to No.32 and colonnette glazing bars to corners of central entrance to No.34. C20 extensions to rear. INTERIOR: noted as retaining some C19 joinery. A complete C19 facade with original shop fronts which occupies a prominent position to the SW of the Abbey churchyard.

Listing NGR: ST9322687251
HISTORY

· The property was extended on lower ground and ground floors to the rear at some point last century. The whole building was also remodelled and subdivided in the 1970s to form three separate properties. The alterations involved removing the two original staircases and their replacement with a direct external access to serve a residential flat on the lower ground floor (basement) and the creation of a new internal staircase to serve another separate residential unit which occupies the first and second floor. The two shops were combined into one unit. 

· In 1988 planning permission and building regulations approval were sought to convert the existing shop back into 2 shop units. This development involved the subdivision of the existing shop with an internal stud partition to create two separate units both accessed via the current shop front door, with a stud partition lobby having doors opening into each shop. This application also included the erection of stud partitions in the rear part of the building to create a shared cloakroom. 

· Building regulations approval was granted under ref: R/88.0795F (See Appendix) and it was confirmed that planning permission was not required under ref: N.88.1146.S53. 
· This development was implemented but the main dividing partition was later removed by a shop tenant to form one unit again.

PORTLAND CEMENT EXTERNAL RENDER

· I purchased the building in 2000 and all external elevations had been rendered and pebble dashed in Portland cement render. The exact date of application is unknown but local knowledge has suggested 1960’s when the rear concrete flat roof was installed.
· The Portland cement does not allow the building to ‘breathe’ and as a consequence the material has slowly deteriorated and is de-laminating from the building and in a couple of places allowing water ingress.

IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED WORKS

· The impact of the proposed works is considered to be minimal provided care is taken in removing the Portland cement render.

· Much of the render is already loose and the hard surface has delaminated to expose the softer base coat allowing for easy removal without disturbing the historic brick and stone fabric.
· There are some render areas on the rear 20th Century extension that are more firmly fixed, as the base material is concrete linked to the poured slab concrete flat roof. It is anticipated that power tools may be required in such areas to remove the render. However there is no historic fabric in such areas to risk damage.

BENEFITS OF THE PROPOSED WORKS

· The existing Portland cement render has cracked and delaminated to the point that some water ingress has occurred. The works will protect the historic fabric from such water ingress.

· It is known that Portland cement does not allow the building to ‘breathe’. It is therefore anticipated that as well as protecting the historic fabric from water ingress, the works will allow moisture to leave the building and thus reduce condensation / damp inside.

· The appearance of the building will be improved by the works through both removing the existing damaged render and by using a period sensitive Yellow Ochre pigment vs the existing vinyl based modern exterior emulsion paint.
