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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	18/05/2026 25/06/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2026/02258

	Proposal:
	Biodiversity Discharge of condition Informative 6 (BNG) of PL/2025/08654.

	Site address:
	The Gables, Brinkworth Road, Royal Wootton Bassett, Swindon, SN4 8DT

	Case officer:
	Audrey Lo



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	Biodiversity Gain Plan (uploaded 26/03/2026)
	NO 18/05/2026 YES 25/06/2026

Amendments required. See below.

	Biodiversity metric
	BNG Metric (uploaded 26/03/2026)
	NO 18/05/2026 YES 25/06/2026

Strategic significance is not correctly assigned. 

	Pre-development habitat plan
	Baseline Habitats Plan (Abricon, 16/10/2025)
	YES 18/05/2026

	Post-development habitat plan
	Post Development Habitats Plan (Abricon, 16/10/2025)
	YES 18/05/2026



The on-site baseline has already been approved. This was 0.57 units of modified grassland (poor condition) and urban landcover. All modified grassland will be lost onsite, and urban areas will be retained. 

The Biodiversity Gain Plan states that all compensation for grassland will be archived offsite through purchase of units from a habitat bank within the same county. The Biodiversity Gains Site Register has been checked. An offsite area of 0.08 good condition Other Neutral Grassland has been allocated to this development. The uplift created offsite is 0.64 area units which is allocated to the development. A unit purchase certificate has also been provided to demonstrate purchase. This results in a net gain of 11.56% according to the metric but 10.90% according to the Gain Plan

The following issue has been identified with this Gain Plan submission:

· Section 7 (Off site gains) requires minor amendment as it is using onsite baseline, has entered uplift rather than post-intervention value and % increase does not match metric. Amendment is required. This section of the Gain Plan has been updated in the version uploaded on 22/05/2026.
· This Biodiversity Gain Plan was submitted after the Wiltshire & Swindon LNRS was published (October 2025). The strategic significance assigned to the offsite gains is not inline with the mapped measures (that affect strategic significance) in the Wiltshire & Swindon LNRS. Amendment is required. Environment Bank claim that they have contacted Natural England, who have indicated that both pre‑ and post‑intervention unit values for the off‑site enhancements were fixed at registration (see email received from Environment Bank on 23/06/2026). We are seeking further clarification from Natural England and legal advice on the implications of pre-LNRS registered gains (where units were inflated with high strategic significance based on alternative strategies) contributing to post-LNRS BNG applications (where the same units would be of low significance under the LNRS), but timescales for a definitive view are currently uncertain. Given the very small number of units involved and the limited effect of any strategic‑significance multiplier in this case, and in the interests of reasonableness and proportionality, we propose to approve the gain plan in this instance. 

I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table. The submitted documents are sufficient to enable discharge of the gain plan condition.


Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky

	Date: 25/06/2026
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