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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment has been prepared in support of a planning application for the installation of a small-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic array on land adjacent to Lower Leaze, Nettleton Road, Nettleton.
The assessment has been undertaken with reference to the Environment Act 2021, Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the Statutory Biodiversity Metric and the National Planning Policy Framework.
The proposal occupies approximately 380m² of an existing pasture field used for alpaca grazing. The development has been designed to avoid habitat loss, retain all existing landscape features and provide ecological enhancement through the creation of new native hedgerow planting.
The assessment concludes that:
• No existing hedgerows will be removed.
• No trees will be removed.
• No priority habitats will be affected.
• Existing grassland habitat will be retained.
• Grazing will continue beneath and around the installation.
• Approximately 10.5m of new native hedgerow planting will be created.
• The development delivers a positive biodiversity outcome.
2. INTRODUCTION
This report has been prepared to accompany a planning application for the installation of a ground-mounted photovoltaic array comprising 30 solar panels and associated infrastructure.
The purpose of this assessment is to:
• Establish the biodiversity baseline.
• Assess likely impacts upon habitats.
• Quantify biodiversity units.
• Demonstrate compliance with Biodiversity Net Gain requirements.
• Identify enhancement measures incorporated within the development.

3. SITE DESCRIPTION
The application site is situated within the north-eastern corner of an existing pasture field associated with Lower Leaze.
The wider field extends to approximately 1.48 hectares and is enclosed by established hedgerows, mature trees, stone walls and fencing. A seasonal ditch runs through the wider landholding.
The application area itself comprises an area of improved grazed pasture and occupies approximately 0.038 hectares.
The site is enclosed by established vegetation and benefits from significant visual containment provided by existing hedgerows and topography.
4. METHODOLOGY
The assessment has been undertaken using:
• Statutory Biodiversity Metric.
• UK Habitat Classification methodology.
• Environment Act 2021.
• National Planning Policy Framework.
• Wiltshire Council Biodiversity Guidance.
Habitats have been identified from the submitted plans, site photographs and supporting information.
5. EXISTING HABITAT BASELINE
Habitat Type:
Modified Grassland (Improved Pasture)
Area:
0.038 hectares
Condition:
Moderate
Distinctiveness:
Low
Strategic Significance:
Area Habitat
The grassland is actively grazed and does not exhibit characteristics associated with priority grassland habitats.
No Section 41 habitats are present.
Existing boundary vegetation, trees and hedgerows are retained.


6. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
The proposal comprises:
• 30 No. photovoltaic panels.
• Ground-mounted support structure.
• Inverter equipment.
• Stock-proof fencing.
• New native hedgerow planting.
The panels will be mounted on driven supports and will not require extensive excavation works.
Grassland beneath the panels will remain intact and continue to be managed through grazing.
7. BIODIVERSITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Direct Habitat Loss
No habitat loss is proposed.
The existing grassland remains in situ beneath the array.
Trees
No trees are affected.
Hedgerows
No existing hedgerows are removed.
Watercourses
The seasonal ditch remains unaffected.
Protected Species
The proposal does not involve the removal of habitats commonly associated with protected species.
8. BIODIVERSITY METRIC CALCULATION
BASELINE HABITAT
Habitat:
Modified Grassland
Area:
0.038ha
Distinctiveness:
Low
Condition:
Moderate
Baseline Habitat Units:
0.152
POST-DEVELOPMENT HABITAT
Habitat:
Modified Grassland Retained
Area:
0.038ha
Post Development Units:
0.152
Habitat Change:
0%
HEDGEROW CREATION
Habitat:
Native Species Hedgerow
Length:
10.5m
Created Hedgerow Units:
0.022
Hedgerow Net Gain:
100%
9. ENHANCEMENT MEASURES
The following biodiversity enhancements form part of the proposal:
• Creation of native species hedgerow planting.
• Continued low intensity grazing management.
• Retention of all existing landscape features.
• Retention of habitat connectivity.
• Long-term habitat management.
Suggested native hedgerow mix:
40% Hawthorn
20% Blackthorn
10% Field Maple
10% Hazel
10% Dog Rose
5% Guelder Rose
5% Spindle
10. MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING
The new hedgerow shall be maintained for a minimum period of 30 years.
Management shall include:
• Replacement of failures during establishment.
• Weed suppression.
• Protection from livestock.
• Rotational cutting outside the bird nesting season.
• Monitoring at Years 1, 5, 10, 20 and 30.
11. BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN SUMMARY
Baseline Habitat Units: 0.152
Post Development Habitat Units: 0.152
Net Habitat Change: 0%
New Hedgerow Units: 0.022
Overall Biodiversity Outcome: Positive
12. CONCLUSION
The proposed solar photovoltaic installation has been carefully designed to avoid ecological harm and to retain all existing habitats.
The proposal retains existing grassland, trees, hedgerows and landscape features whilst introducing additional native hedgerow planting.
The development therefore provides a measurable biodiversity enhancement and delivers a positive Biodiversity Net Gain outcome.

