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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky (Graduate Ecologist)

	Date:
	14/01/2026 22/06/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2025/09583

	Proposal:
	Approval of Biodiversity Gain Plan details pursuant to PL/2025/01828 Informative 12

	Site address:
	Canal Farm, Farfield Lane, Cricklade, SN6 6HZ

	Case officer:
	Kate Clark



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	
	NO XX/XX/XXXX

	Biodiversity metric
	
	NO XX/XX/XXXX

	Pre-development habitat plan
	
	NO XX/XX/XXXX

	Post-development habitat plan
	
	NO XX/XX/XXXX

	Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 
	
	NO XX/XX/XXXX




Correct pre- and post-development BNG habitat maps required: 
The redline boundary in all plans submitted to support the discharge of this biodiversity gain plan, including the pre-development habitat plan and the post-development habitat plan, must match the redline approved in the location plan. 

The drawings referenced in the submitted gain plan do not match the approved redline boundary of the site. There is no redline boundary in the approved PEA habitat map and the redline in the block plan is further east than in the approved location plan.

The redline boundary must align with existing access in hedge, otherwise the metric will need to be recalculated to account for further hedge clearance to the east.

Further information on tree planting required or need to amend metric):
As stated in the pre-determination ecology response, if trees have already been planted in the second field to the south (as stated in the planning statement) these should have been recorded in the metric baseline. If the baseline is incorrect then the final metric is incorrect, and the gain plan cannot be discharged. 

Tree planting proposed (no. 75) must be supported by a simple planting specification demonstrating that the number and density of trees (as set out in the metric and plans) is realistic and capable of achieving the target habitat condition claimed. This information must be included in one of the supporting documents (e.g., Landscape Plan, HMMP, or BNG Summary Report).

Conclusion:

I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table.

1. The approved Location Plan and Block Plan (both uploaded to the application files on 24/02/2025) match. The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (also uploaded 24/02/2025) covers a wider area that contains the redline. Biodiversity Metric and Assessment Report state Redline area is 0.22 ha. The application redline area on the Esri Spatial Planning Portal Map is 0.25, however the redline on the portal is a slightly different shape to the redline in the approved plans. In this case, the are provided in the Biodiversity Metric and Assessment Report is accepted as the accurate redline area. This is considered resolved.

2. Based on the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment and Biodiversity Metric, the baseline area includes only modified grassland. However, the baseline habitat survey in the submitted Preliminary Ecological Appraisal clearly shows that the bottom parcel of the development includes broadleaved woodland plantation. If these were present at the point of baseline survey, they should be included in the baseline of the biodiversity assessment and as retained if the landowner wishes to include them. If they have been recently planted, they are likely “small” trees and in “low” to “moderate” condition under the of the metric. Amendment to the metric, gain plan and pre- and post-development habitat maps required. 

3. Still, no details have been provided on the planting specifications of the trees. The proposal is for 75 native UK trees in an area of approx. <0.04 ha. No details on the types and spacings of trees are provided, and it is unclear if all trees at this density will survive. Further details on the planting specifications are required. 

4. The applicant should also provide explanation (with reference to the UK Habitat Classification (Version 0.2) definitions) as to why these trees are not woodland (as stated in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal).

5. Additionally, can the applicant confirm that this planting is not mitigation for a different planning application or permission. If so, they should not be included as BNG as this would be double counting. 

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist

	Date
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