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Maintenance of New and Retained Planting
The new trees will be planted as standard feathered trees (1.75-2m in height) in groups at 3-4m intervals. Trees will be supported with stakes and ties, mulched and protected with tree guards or stock-proof fencing.

Tree planting will be undertaken between November and March as recommended in the Pure Ecology Ecology Report. Newly planted trees will be inspected regularly during the establishment period to identify if any remedial action is required. Any diseased or dead plants will be

* v Q . replaced with new plants of the same species.

New and retained hedgerows will be monitored annually to assess establishment, condition and species composition. Weed growth around young hedgerow plants will be controlled. Once established, hedgerows will be managed through periodic trimming, typically on a two- to
three-year rotation, outside the bird nesting season, to maintain their health, structure and biodiversity value.

Proposed wildflower zones will be managed to encourage the growth of a diversity of plant species. During the first year, additional cuts may be undertaken to control competitive annual weeds. Thereafter, wildflower areas will generally be managed through one or two annual cuts,
with arisings removed to prevent nutrient enrichment and maintain floristic diversity. Regular monitoring will be undertaken, and any invasive or undesirable species will be controlled as necessary.

Once established, all new and retained trees, hedges and wild flower zones will require minimal management apart from formative pruning of trimming every 5-7 years (in the case of trees) two to three times a year for hedgerows and once or twice a year for wild life zones.
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