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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	29/01/2026 30/03/2026 27/05/2026 10/06/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2025/09903

	Proposal:
	Discharge of condition -The 'biodiversity gain condition' as referenced in informative 3 of the above permission.PL/2025/03225 (Proposed 3-bed family dwelling with associated parking and landscaping).

	Site address:
	Land at Styles Close (2A Styles Close), Porton, Salisbury, SP4 0BG

	Case officer:
	Georgina Wright



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	Biodiversity Gain Plan (dated 18/12/25) received 05/06/2026
	NO 29/01/2026 YES 10/06/2026 

The off-site reference in the gain plan is for a gain site in Norwich, Norfolk (BGS-100225001). 

	Biodiversity metric
	The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (V 1.0.3) completed 28/03/2025, received 14/05/2026
	NO 30/03/2026 YES 10/06/2026

See comments below. Justification for strategic significance of off-site gains still required.

	Pre-development habitat plan
	Appendix 3 of Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment, 28/03/25, LHB Ecology
	YES 29/01/2026

	Post-development habitat plan
	Appendix 2 of Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment, 28/03/25, LHB Ecology 
	YES 29/01/2026



The development will result in the loss of poor condition modified grassland, introduced scrub and artificial surface onsite and will result in the creation of a smaller area of developed land and a larger area of vegetated garden onsite. This generates an uplift of 23.52% onsite. There is also a small section of poor condition native hedgerow that will be retained onsite but no gains in hedgerow can be accommodated onsite and so off-site units have been purchased. 

Off-site gains have been registered on the biodiversity gain sites register. 0.002 km of moderate condition species rich native hedgerow, generating an uplift of 0.01 hedgerow units, has been allocated to the development site. This offsite unit uplift has been secured through a conservation covenant between the unit provider (Environment Bank) and a responsible body (RSK Biocensus Limited). The registered off-site reference is BGS-100225001.

The gain site is in Norwich, Norfolk, which is outside both the LPA and neighbouring LPA areas. The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (updated: 3 July 2025) states that you should assign strategic significance for off-site habitats using relevant local documents for the off-site location rather than the development location. 

A statement and a LNRS map have been provided by the applicants planning agent (via email Thu 14/05/2026 09:05). A follow up email from agent (Fri 05/06/2026 14:26) regarding the applicable Norfolk LNRS habitat codes, and a forwarded statement from Environment Bank (the offsite unit provider) regarding registration of offsite gains, has also been submitted. Based on the information provided by the applicant and their agents and the unit provider the biodiversity objective is achieved. 

An updated Biodiversity Gain Plan (dated 18/12/25) and Metric (dated 28/03/2025) have been submitted (attached to the above correspondences). Both contain the correct off-site reference (BGS-100225001).

This advice is based only on the information supplied at the time of review. No responsibility is taken for any inaccuracies or omissions in that material.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky

	Date: 10/06/2026
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