Design and access statement in regard to proposed addition of weather bars and removal of plastic based paint.

Context and Background
4 The Green is a Grade 2 listed building, believed to date from the 1600’s. We are proposing to repair the windows as they are showing signs of disrepair and need to be improved upon for both aesthetic and practical reasons. If we repair the windows as they stand then the lack of weather bars will make these repairs necessary again in a few years. Currently, there is no protection from the elements as the rain runs down the house and sits on the wooden frames.
The addition of weather bars will make the appearance of the house much improved and also ensure it falls in to line with those around it, as well as ensuring maintenance is reduced in the future.
The whole of the SE elevation, which faces on to the Green, is covered in plastic based paint (Santex), which is trapping moisture behind the wall. The nature of the paint means the moisture can only escape inside, which has blown the plaster in a few places.
Design
The proposed weather bars will be built in fresh pine or hardwood depending on the original materials of the current windows, replicating the original design. In all aspects, they will be designed and installed to match the design and appearance of the surrounding windows.
The paint on the walls will be scraped/peeled off then assessed for any further signs of wear and tear before a lime based mortar is applied. 
Potential Impacts
The current appearance of these windows is not positive when compared to the other houses in the area so by adding the weather bars to them we feel it will make a significant difference both to the locality and also to the appearance of the property.
As seen in photos 3 & 4, the wall is unsightly and looks unwelcoming compared to pretty much every house in the vicinity. Once repaired, this wall would be vastly improved both structurally and aesthetically.
Summary
In summary, we feel that this proposed change will make a positive difference to the house and see no disadvantages by doing this work. We have an experienced carpenter in place who has extensively repaired the windows of this house that were previously authorised last year. He also has experience of preventative work, such as the addition of weather bars so that remedial work in the future can be avoided.


