Rebuttal to Objections from Wiltshire Highways and Chippenham Town Council
(Application Reference: PL/2026/02734)
                                                                                                                                                               01/06/2026
           
Dear Kate,
We write in response to the comments received from Wiltshire Highways and Chippenham Town Council regarding the proposed additional vehicular access.
The applicant has carefully reviewed the concerns raised and would like to provide the following comments for consideration.
Firstly, the proposal relates to a single private dwelling and is unlikely to result in any intensification of the use of the site. The number of vehicle movements associated with the property should remain broadly unchanged, with the proposed access serving as an alternative means of entry and exit rather than generating additional traffic. As such, the proposal is unlikely to materially increase traffic movements or place additional pressure on the surrounding highway network.
The applicant also confirms a willingness to remove the proposed gates from the scheme should the Local Planning Authority consider them detrimental to highway safety or the character of the area. This is likely to eliminate concerns relating to vehicles waiting within the carriageway whilst gates are operated and is likely to further improve visibility between drivers, pedestrians and other highway users.
Whilst it is acknowledged that the Highway Authority considers there to be no overriding highway requirement for a secondary access, the applicant respectfully submits that the proposal is intended to improve the functionality and accessibility of a substantial corner plot and is not intended to address a specific highway deficiency. The provision of an additional access serving a single dwelling should not, in itself, result in unacceptable harm to highway safety.
Furthermore, the proposal is unlikely to alter the residential use of the property, increase occupancy levels, or introduce any commercial activity. Vehicle movements are likely to remain consistent with those typically associated with a single-family dwelling.
The applicant is also aware of comparable residential properties within the locality that benefit from multiple vehicular accesses onto adjoining highways. Whilst each application must be assessed on its own merits, these examples demonstrate that the principle of more than one access serving a residential property is not necessarily incompatible with the character of the area or the safe operation of the highway network.
The applicant also notes that the concerns raised regarding pedestrian movements appear to relate to an informal crossing location rather than a formally designated crossing facility. Whilst the applicant fully recognises the importance of pedestrian safety, it is noted that there is currently no marked crossing facility, zebra crossing, school crossing patrol provision, or formal dropped-kerb arrangement at the location identified within the consultation response. The applicant therefore respectfully submits that the proposed access is unlikely to directly interfere with any formally established pedestrian crossing point.
In addition, the applicant notes that the surrounding area remains a residential environment where a number of properties are served by direct vehicular accesses onto the highway network. The proposal should operate in a manner consistent with a typical residential access serving a single dwelling and is unlikely to introduce an unusual or intensive form of vehicular activity.
With regard to the comments relating to the character of the area and boundary treatment, the applicant notes that a number of nearby corner plots and properties visible from the application site incorporate fencing and boundary enclosures of a similar appearance and character. Whilst each site must be considered on its own merits, this demonstrates that such boundary treatments are not wholly alien to the wider street scene. Notwithstanding this, the applicant remains willing to review the proposed boundary treatment and remove the proposed gates if this would assist in addressing the concerns raised by consultees.
The applicant remains committed to achieving a safe and policy-compliant solution and would be willing to consider reasonable amendments to the precise location, width, or configuration of the proposed access should the Highway Authority identify specific alterations that would assist in addressing any residual concerns regarding visibility, pedestrian safety, or vehicle manoeuvrability.
In light of the above, and taking into account the applicant's willingness to remove the proposed gates, review the proposed boundary treatment, and consider reasonable amendments to the access arrangement, it is respectfully requested that the Local Planning Authority gives further consideration to the proposal and whether an acceptable solution can be achieved through amendment rather than refusal.
We trust the above comments will be taken into consideration during the determination of the application.

Yours faithfully,
Patrick Bowler

