
Flooring
Acoustic
Insulation

Lath and plaster
existing ceiling *

12.5mm Fire Rated
plasterboard

Floor joists

Acoustic Insulation

Metal fabricated
suspended ceiling

New plasterboard ceiling
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The existing lath and plaster ceiling has been inspected and found to be beyond practical repair due to widespread
failure of the original mechanical fixings, commonly referred to as nail fatigue, together with deterioration and loss of
integrity of the historic lime plaster keys. As a consequence, the plaster has become detached from the timber laths in
numerous locations, creating a risk of progressive failure and collapse. In order to preserve the existing historic fabric
whilst providing a safe and durable solution, it is proposed to overboard the existing ceiling rather than remove it.
This approach retains the original lath and plaster ceiling in situ, avoiding unnecessary loss of historic material and minimising
disturbance to the building fabric. The overboarding system provides continuous support to the existing ceiling, preventing
further movement while creating a stable substrate for decoration and, where required, enabling enhancements to fire
resistance and acoustic performance. The proposal therefore represents the least invasive and most conservation-minded
solution available, balancing the retention of original fabric with the practical requirements of safety, durability and compliance
with current Building Regulations.

*Notes on Lath & Plaster
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