[image: ]
[image: ][image: ]







[image: ]







Bat Mitigation and Ecological Statement



Replacement Garage at Bibury, Lower Road, Erlestoke, Wiltshire, SN10 5UE







Prepared by:
Equestrian Blueprint
enquiries@equestrianblueprint.co.uk
https://equestrianblueprint.co.uk/
May 2026





Contents
1. Introduction	3
2. Existing Ecological Context	3
3. Existing Garage Structure	3
4. Precautionary Approach Undertaken	3
5. Proposed Development	4
6. Assessment	4
7. Precautionary Measures During Construction	5
8. Conclusion	5





[bookmark: _Toc230249971]1. Introduction
This Bat Mitigation and Ecological Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the replacement of an existing detached domestic garage at Bibury, Lower Road, Erlestoke, Wiltshire, SN10 5UE.
The proposal relates to the replacement of an existing dilapidated garage with a new timber garage positioned on the same footprint.

[bookmark: _Toc230249972]2. Existing Ecological Context
A professional bat survey of the dwelling and surrounding structures was undertaken by Crossman Associates in March 2019. 
The survey confirmed that:
· the dwelling provides Moderate Bat Suitability overall; 
· bat roosting opportunities are associated with deliberately created features within the timber cladding of the main dwelling; 
· no bats, droppings or bat evidence were identified within the loft void during survey work; and 
· the detached garage was not identified as a confirmed roost feature. 
The existing bat roosting features within the house cladding remain unaffected by the proposal and continue to provide established bat habitat opportunities. 

[bookmark: _Toc230249973]3. Existing Garage Structure
The existing garage is a lightweight detached structure constructed from rendered blockwork beneath a clay tiled roof.
Internal inspection of the structure demonstrates:
· a simple open roof form; 
· significant daylight penetration; 
· no enclosed loft void; 
· no insulation; 
· limited weather protection; and 
· no evidence of staining, droppings or bat occupation. 
The roof covering and front live-edge cladding have now been carefully removed by hand.

[bookmark: _Toc230249974]4. Precautionary Approach Undertaken
Mr and Mrs Shadwell sought advice from the Bat Conservation Trust prior to undertaking works to the garage. The advice received was that:
· observations should be undertaken to assess whether the garage was being used by bats; 
· works should proceed cautiously; and 
· works should stop if bats were discovered. 
The applicants undertook their own observations including dusk monitoring and inspection for droppings. These observations did not identify evidence of bat activity associated with the garage structure. 
As a precautionary measure, the roof tiles and live-edge cladding were removed carefully by hand during April 2026, which is recognised as an appropriate period between hibernation and maternity seasons. 
Works were undertaken slowly and cautiously in order to avoid risk of harm to any potential bats.
No bats, droppings or evidence of bat occupation were discovered during these works. 

[bookmark: _Toc230249975]5. Proposed Development
The proposal seeks to replace the garage with a modest timber garage on the same footprint. 
The development:
· does not affect the established bat roosting features present within the dwelling cladding; 
· does not introduce additional lighting; 
· involves no significant excavation; 
· reuses or replaces the existing slab on the same footprint; and 
· remains purely incidental domestic garaging and storage. 
No accommodation is proposed within the roof space.
A suitable non-harmful roof membrane will be utilised during construction having regard to bat-sensitive construction practices identified within the previous ecological survey. 

[bookmark: _Toc230249976]6. Assessment
Based on:
· the 2019 professional bat survey; 
· the absence of evidence of bats within the garage; 
· the precautionary timing and method of roof removal; 
· the absence of bats or droppings during dismantling works; 
· the retained and established bat habitat features within the dwelling cladding; and 
· the modest nature of the replacement proposal, 
it is considered highly unlikely that the garage supported a bat roost.
The proposal would not result in the loss of identified bat roosting features or established bat habitat associated with the property.
The existing purpose-built roosting opportunities incorporated into the dwelling cladding remain in situ and continue to provide suitable ecological enhancement for bats.

[bookmark: _Toc230249977]7. Precautionary Measures During Construction
Notwithstanding the above, the following precautionary measures are recommended:
· Any remaining dismantling works should continue carefully by hand where practical. 
· Should bats unexpectedly be discovered during works, works will cease immediately and advice sought from a suitably qualified ecologist or Natural England. 
· No additional external lighting is proposed. 

[bookmark: _Toc230249978]8. Conclusion
The proposal represents a modest replacement of an existing deteriorating domestic garage and has been approached with appropriate ecological sensitivity.
The evidence available demonstrates:
· no confirmed bat use of the garage; 
· no evidence of bat occupation during dismantling; 
· retention of established bat habitat features elsewhere on the property; and 
· no likely significant ecological impacts arising from the proposal. 
The proposal is therefore considered acceptable from an ecological and bat conservation perspective.
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