Additional Information in Support of Proposed Garage Replacement

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find attached some additional information in support of our proposal to replace the existing garage at Bibury, Lower Road, Erlestoke.
We have always tried to manage the property and garden with wildlife in mind. Since moving to the property in 2017 we have created a wildlife pond, established a wildflower meadow and increased the diversity of planting throughout the garden, with a strong focus on pollinator-friendly species. We do not use pesticides and there are a number of undisturbed areas, wide hedge lines and natural habitats around the site.
In relation to bats, we have previously sought advice from both ecologists and the Bat Conservation Trust. A bat survey undertaken in 2019 did not identify the garage as a potential roost site, and no bats or signs of bats were found during works carried out in 2020. As an additional precaution, we carefully removed the roof tiles and a small section of cladding from the garage by hand during April, which we understand is an appropriate time of year for such works. No bats or evidence of bats were found during these works.
We are very mindful of wildlife and bat protection legislation and would of course stop works and seek further advice if anything unexpected were identified during the course of development.
Kind regards,
Karen Shadwell

