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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Nicholas Pearson Associates (NPA) has been instructed to undertake an Ecological Impact Assessment 

(EcIA) of an area of land to the east of Damask Way, Warminster (OS Grid Reference: ST 87743 44146), 

hereafter referred to as the ‘Site’. 

1.2 The Site is located at the southern edge of Warminster and comprises an extensive area of grassland 

habitat bounded by broadleaved woodland and scrub.  

1.3 Backhouse Housing have submitted an outline planning application for up to 49 dwellings on the Site, 

with associated soft and hard landscaping, including a new access road via Upper Marsh Road.  

1.4 To inform the above proposals, NPA undertook a desk study, extended habitat, Badger Meles meles, 

bat, Hazel Dormice Muscardinus avellanarius  and reptile surveys.  

1.5 This report presents the results of the surveys and desk study, identifies potential impacts and sets out 

the proposals to mitigate those potential impacts and provide biodiversity enhancement. 

2.0 Legislation 

2.1 In carrying out this appraisal relevant legislation, planning policies, development plans and best 

practice guidelines were consulted.  

Legislation 

2.2 Species and habitats receive legal protection in the UK under various pieces of legislation, including: 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2017 (as amended); 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended); 

• The Environment Act 2021; 

• The Countryside Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 

• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 (as amended); 

• National Planning Policy Framework 2024 (NPPF); and 

• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 
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Planning Policy 

National Planning Policy Framework 

2.3 The NPPF requires Local Planning Authorities to set out a strategic approach to make sufficient 

provision for “conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including 

landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measure to address climate change mitigation and 

adaptation (Para 20)”.  Section 15 of The NPPF includes guidance outlining that policies and decisions 

should contribute to and enhance the natural local environment by protecting and enhancing sites of 

biodiversity value, minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including 

establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures and 

incorporating features which support priority or threatened species such as swifts, bats and hedgehogs. 

When determining planning applications “if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a 

development cannot be avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), 

adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused 

(para 193a)”; “Development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as 

ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly exceptional 

reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists” (para 193c); and Opportunities “to improve 

biodiversity in and around developments should be integrated as part of their design, especially where 

this can secure measurable net gains for biodiversity or enhance public access to nature where this is 

appropriate” (para 193d). 

2.4 The Government Circular 06/2005, which is referred to by the NPPF, provides further guidance in 

respect of statutory obligations for biodiversity and geological conservation and their impact within 

the planning system. 

Local Planning Policy 

2.5 The Wiltshire Core Strategy (adopted January 2015) sets out the local planning policies which are 

relevant to the Site and strategic objective 5 sets out the core policies for ‘protecting and enhancing 

the natural, historic and built environment’. 

2.6 The policies that relate to Nature Conservation include: 

• Core Policy 50: Biodiversity and Geodiversity; and 

• Core Policy 52: Green Infrastructure. 
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3.0 Methods 

Desk Study 

3.1 Statutory Designated Sites within 5km of the Site were searched for using DEFRA’s MAGIC website1. 

Records of Statutory Designated Sites includes those of international importance (Special Areas of 

Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar Sites) and of national importance or 

below (Local Nature Reserve (LNRs), National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI)). The SSSI Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) layer was also searched to determine if the proposals 

fall within the IRZ of a terrestrial SSSI and are of a type which would give rise to likely impacts on SSSIs. 

3.2 Records of Non-statutory Designated Sites (Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCIs)) within 2km 

of the Site were obtained from Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre. 

3.3 Ponds that have the potential to support breeding populations of Great Crested Newt (GCN) Triturus 

cristatus within 250m of the Site were searched for using online mapping (OS mapping, MAGIC, Bing 

Maps, Google Maps).   

3.4 Froglife’s Toad Patrol Map2 was used to search for active toad patrol sites within the area.  

3.5 Online mapping (OS mapping, MAGIC, Bing Maps, Google Maps) was used to place the Site into local 

and regional context, including connectivity to the wider landscape. 

3.6 The reports for two previous planning applications on the Site were reviewed (17/12348/OUT & 

20/07214/REM).  

3.7 It should be noted that a lack of records does not necessarily indicate the absence of a particular species 

or habitat.  

Extended Habitat Survey 

3.8 A habitat survey of the Site was undertaken by two NPA ecologists between 13 – 19 May 2025. All 

habitats and features of ecological value/interest were mapped using the habitat types required for 

Biodiversity Net Gain3, informed by Version 2.0 of the UK Habitat Classification system4 at a minimum 

 
1 MAGIC (n.d.) MAGIC [Online]. Available at: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/ (Accessed: 12 November 2025). 
2 Froglife (n.d.) Find your nearest toad crossing. Available at: https://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/tormap/ (Accessed: 12 November 2025). 
3 Statutory biodiversity metric tools and guides - GOV.UK. [Online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-

tools-and-guides. 
4 UKHab (2023) UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0 [Online]. Available at: https://ukhab.org/ (Accessed: 12 November 2025). 
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mapping scale (Minimum Mappable Unit or MMU) of 25m2. The scope of the survey was extended to 

include an assessment of the Site to support protected species.  

Biodiversity Net Gain Baseline Assessment 

3.9 All habitats identified during the habitat survey were subject to a condition assessment in accordance 

with the Statutory Biodiversity Metric condition assessment methodology3.  

3.10 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric – Calculation Tool was used to calculate biodiversity baseline for the 

Site.  

3.11 The extent for the baseline habitat areas was determined using the Baseline Habitats Plan. 

Badger Survey 

3.12 

 

3.13  

 

 

 

3.14 

 

Limitations 

3.15 

 

Bat Surveys 

3.16 A series of bat activity surveys were undertaken in 2025. These included Night-time Bat Walkover 

(NBW) surveys, automated/static detector surveys and Ground-level Tree Assessments (GLTAs). 
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Table 3.5: Timecode Periods 
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Ground-level Tree Assessment 

3.25 In accordance with Good Practice Guidelines5, a ground-based assessment of on-site trees which could 

be negatively impacted was undertaken by an NPA ecologist on the 14 August 2025 (see Figure 3 for 

trees subject to assessment). 

3.26 This survey involved a detailed assessment of the tree from the ground to search for Potential Roost 

Features (PRF; e.g. cavities, loose bark, splits/cracks) and evidence of bats (e.g. droppings, bark staining). 

3.27 All trees with PRFs were assigned a preliminary rating based on their potential to support roosting bats, 

as outlined below: 

• Negligible: not suitable for roosting bats; however, a small element of uncertainty remains; 

• PRF-I: suitable for individual bats or very small numbers of bats either due to size or lack of suitable 

surrounding habitat; and 

• PRF-M: suitable for multiple bats and may therefore be used by a maternity colony. 

3.28 Any features that were assigned PRF-M status were endoscoped by a licenced bat worker on the 24 

September 2025. 

Reptile Survey 

3.29 To determine the presence/likely absence of reptiles on Site, 55 artificial refugia (bitumen felt and 

onduline corrugated mats) were deployed on Site in accordance with best practice guidelines7. Reptile 

refugia were deployed in suitable locations (sunny positions at edge habitat) across the Site in July 

2025 and left to bed down for a minimum of 2 weeks prior to inspection (see Figure 4 for refugia 

locations). 

 
7 Froglife (2016) surveying for reptiles. Available at: https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Reptile-survey-booklet-3mm-bleed.pdf 

(Accessed: 10 November 2025). 
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Newt, Grass Snake Natrix natrix, Slow Worm Anguis fragilis, and 

Adder Vipera berus. 

Scratchbury & Cotley Hill 

SSSI 

An area of chalk grassland known to support a diverse range of 

invertebrate fauna, including 29 species of breeding butterfly. The 

chalk grassland supports a rich plant community, including the 

nationally restricted Early Gentian Gentianella anglica, Bastard-

toadflax Comandra umbellate, and Field Fleawort Tephroseris 

integrifolia. 

2910m east 

Cley Hill SSSI An area of botanically rich chalk grassland with small areas of 

dense scrub. The site supports two plants that are restricted in 

distribution; Early Gentian and Bastard-toadflax. The site supports 

assemblages of invertebrate and bird fauna, and an active badger 

sett is present on the site.  

3410m west 

Upton Cow Down SSSI An area of species-rich chalk grassland, with areas of scattered 

scrub and woodland. The chalk grassland supports a rich 

community of flora, including a large population of Bastard-

toadflax, which is restricted in Britain. The uncommon Adonis Blue 

Polyommatus bellargus and Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia 

butterfly are known to use the site. The site supports an 

assemblage of bird species including Skylark Alauda arvensis and 

an active Badger sett is present on the site.  

4240m north 

4.2 The Site falls within the Impact Risk Zone for the River Avon System SSSI and Salisbury Plain SSSI and 

identifies any rural residential development with 10 or more units that are outside of existing 

settlements to have a potential harmful impact on the SSSIs. 

Non-statutory Designated Sites 

4.3 The data search returned 9 Sites of Nature Conservation Interest within 2km of the Site, details of which 

are provided in Table 4.2 below. 

Table 4.2: Sites of Nature Conservation Interest within 2km 

Site Name Reason for designation Distance from Site 

Smallbrook Meadows A complex site which includes two LNRs and a WWT 

reserve and supports neutral grassland, wet and dry 

woodland, swamp and fen vegetation within the 

southern part of Warminster. See also statutory 

designation description in Table 4.1 above. 

46m north / immediately 

adjacent to Site 

Eastleigh Farm Meadow A complex of abandoned water meadows dominated 

by sedges and reeds. 

246m south-east 

Woodcroft Wood Ancient semi-natural broadleaved woodland and 

plantation on an ancient site. 

634m south-east 

Southleigh Wood A large ancient woodland site mainly coniferised, but 

with semi-natural Oak woodland in the west. 

800m south 

Eastleigh Wood An ancient woodland site with some semi-natural 

areas and substantial conifer plantation. 

951m south-east 



Backhouse Housing Ltd   Ecological Impact Assessment 

Damask Way, Warminster 

NPA 30142 0400 12/30 Nicholas Pearson Associates Ltd. 

NPA 30142 Damask Way EcIA 

Cop Heap Calcareous and neutral grassland, broadleaved 

woodland and scrub on a low chalk hill on the 

northern edge of Warminster. 

1301m north  

Coldharbour Meadows Species-rich grassland and swamp vegetation in a 

flood storage basin along with areas of reedbed, 

wet-woodland and associated habitats. 

1433m north-west 

Arn Hill Unimproved grassland (Mainly calcareous grassland) 

and woodland on the fringes of a golf course. 

1602m north 

Cannimore Farm Meadow Lowland meadow and valley fen with a stream 

running through it, with species-rich boundary 

hedgerows with mature trees. 

1708m west 

Habitats 

4.4 The approximate 3.5 ha Site comprises an extensive area of grassland habitat with an individual tree, 

with areas of tall forb, scrub, a hedgerow and woodland at the boundaries. Habitat descriptions and 

Target Notes should be read in conjunction with Figure 1: Habitat Plan. 

4.5 The following UK Habitat Classifications were recorded during the survey: 

• Lowland dry acid grassland; 

• Other neutral grassland; 

• Modified grassland; 

• Mixed scrub; 

• Bramble scrub; 

• Bracken; 

• Tall forbs; 

• Individual trees; and 

• Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

• Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 

Lowland dry acid grassland 

4.6 An area of species-rich acid grassland with 10 – 14 species per m2 was present on a south-facing slope 

to the south of the Site (Appendix 1; Photos 1 and 2). The sward of this habitat was short grazed by 

rabbit and comprised multiple characteristic acid indicator species. These included Broom Cytisus 

scoparius, Sheep’s Sorrel Rumex acetosella, and Bird’s Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus, however, the 

sward lacked a high diversity of calcifuge species that is typical of good examples of this habitat. Of 

the grasses, Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, Common Bent Agrostis capillaris, and 

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus were abundant within the sward, with Red Fescue Festuca rubra and 
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Cock’s-foot Grass Dactylis glomerata occasional. Cover of forbs (and bryophytes) remained consistently 

high across this habitat, and included Field Wood Rush Luzula campestris, Lesser Trefoil Trifolium 

dubium, Yarrow Achillea millefolium, Self-heal Prunella vulgaris, Common Mouse-ear Cerastium 

fontanum, Autumn Hawkbit Scorzoneroides autumnalis, Common Catsear Hypochaeris radicata, and 

Common Ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris. 

4.7 This habitat meets the definition of Priority Habitat Lowland Dry Acid Grassland. 

Other neutral grassland  

4.8 The majority of the Site comprised an area of moderately species-rich grassland habitat with 4 – 10 

species per m2 (Appendix 1; Photo 3). The sward of this habitat was open and short grazed by rabbit. 

This habitat was split into two sections and comprised the sloped areas and a flat/level section to the 

centre of the Site. 

4.9 The flat/level section of this habitat had a lower diversity of species, and the cover of forbs remained 

consistently low throughout. Common Bent and Yorkshire Fog were abundant within the sward, with 

Red Fescue and False Oat-Grass Arthenatherum elatius also present in lower numbers. Forb species 

were limited to Common Ragwort, Common Mouse-ear, Meadow Buttercup, Germander Speedwell, 

and Creeping Buttercup. 

4.10 Within the sloped areas, the sward was more species-rich and comprised a higher cover of forbs. 

Common Bent and Yorkshire Fog were abundant within the sward, with Sweet Vernal Grass occasional. 

Of the forb species, Common Ragwort and Field Wood Rush were frequent, with Common Mouse-ear, 

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris, Germander Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, Creeping Buttercup 

Ranunculus repens, and Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea occasional. Patches of Sheep’s Sorrel were 

recorded in localised areas across this habitat, which is suggestive of a base-poor substrate. 

Modified grassland 

4.11 Areas of rough grassland with 4 – 9 species per m2 were present to the west and centre of the Site 

(Appendix 1; Photo 4). This habitat was characterised by a taller, less managed sward. This habitat was 

dominated by grasses, with Yorkshire Fog and False Oat-Grass abundant within the sward. Other grass 

species included Creeping Bent, Cock’s-foot, Red Fescue, and Timothy Phleum pratense. Forb species 

included Creeping Buttercup, Broadleaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius, Dandelion Taraxacum officinale, 

Common Ragwort, Common Nettle Urtica dioica, Common Mouse-ear, and Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill 
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Geranium dissectum. Parts of this habitat, particular to the centre of the Site, appeared to have been 

subject to previous disturbance and had a higher cover of bare ground.  

Mixed scrub 

4.12 Patches of scrub dominated by Broom were present to the south of the Site and below the area of 

lowland dry acid grassland (Appendix 1; Photo 5). Other species present within this habitat included 

Elder Sambucus nigra and Oak Sp. Quercus sp. 

4.13 A stand of mixed scrub was present along Upper Marsh Road to the south-west of the Site (Appendix 

1; Photo 6). Species comprised of Hazel, Ash, Cherry Laurel, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur, Sycamore 

Acer pseudoplatanus, Holly Ilex aquifolium, and Plum Sp. Prunus Sp., over a dense understory of 

Bramble Rubus sp.  

Bramble scrub 

4.14 Patches of Bramble scrub were present along the southern and western boundaries of the Site 

(Appendix 1; Photo 7). 

Bracken  

4.15 Dense stands of Bracken Pteridium aquilinum were present along the field boundaries to the east of 

the Site (Appendix 1; Photo 8).  

Tall forbs 

4.16 Stands of tall vegetation dominated by Common Nettle and Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense were 

present along the boundaries to the west of the Site (Appendix 1; Photo 9). Other species present 

included Bramble Sp., Cleavers Galium aparine, Creeping Buttercup, and Meadow Buttercup. 

Individual trees 

4.17 An individual Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna tree was present within the area of Other neutral 

grassland to the north of the Site (Appendix 1; Photo 10). 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

4.18 A stand of semi-natural broadleaved woodland characterised by Pedunculate Oak and Sycamore was 

present along Upper Marsh Road to the south-west of the Site (Appendix 1; Photo 11). Lower numbers 

of Birch Sp. Betula sp., and Ash Fraxinus excelsior were also present within the canopy. Within the 

understory, Holly was the dominant scrub species, with Elder, Hazel Corylus avellana, Hawthorn, and 
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Badgers Within the last 20 years, the data search returned 43 field records for Badger, of which 12 were 

recorded within the same 1km grid square as the Site (closest record (from 2019) approximately 80m 

south of the Site).  

Within the last 20 years, 12 sett records returned within 2km, 7 of which were recorded within the same 

1km grid square as the Site (most recent record from 2021).  

Hazel Dormice The data search returned 3 records (including 1 nest record) of Hazel Dormice within 2km of the Site, 

the closest/earliest recorded approximately 1570m west of the Site in 2017. 

There have been no EPS licences granted for Hazel Dormice within 2km of the Site. 

Amphibians Within the last 20 years, 2 records of Great Crested Newt have been recorded with 2km of the Site, the 

closest/earliest record (from 2019) approximately 150m north of the Site at Smallbrook Meadows WWT 

Reserve. Other record from Southleigh Wood / approximately 1790m south. 

Within the last 20 years, 351 records of Common Frog Rana temporaria and 1648 records of Common 

Toad Bufo bufo returned within 2km of the Site.  

Reptiles 51 records of Grass Snake returned within 2km of the Site within the last 20 years, of which 5 (from 

2022 / 2023) were recorded on the Site. 

Within the last 20 years, 14 records of Slow Worm returned within 2km of the Site, 1 of which was 

recorded (near Gipsy Lane) within the same 1km grid square as the Site. 

14 records of Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara returned within 2km of the Site.  

Invertebrates Since 2005, records for Rugged Oil-beetle Meloe rugosus and Small Heath Butterfly Coenonympha 

pamphilus have been recorded on the Site.  

Other species records for Hornet Robberfly Asilus crabroniformis, the Moths; Blood-vein Timandra 

comae, Shoulder-striped Wainscot Leucania comma and Deep-brown Dart Aporophyla lutulenta, and 

Wall Lasiommata megera Butterfly have been recorded at Smallbrook Meadows WWT Reserve adjacent 

to the Site.  

Species of local important include the beetles; Elodes elongatus and Paracorymbia fulva, recorded at 

Smallbrook Meadows WWT Reserve and Henfords Marsh. 

The LEMP submitted for the 20/07214/REM planning application, notes a range of other scare 

invertebrates have been recorded on site associated with the acid grassland. 

Other mammals The data search returned 2 records of Brown Hare Lepus europaeus within 2km of the Site, 1 of which 

was recorded on the Site in 2019. 

Within the last 20 years, 55 records of Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus returned within the same 1km 

grid square as the Site. 

 

4.22 There are 7 ponds with the potential to support GCN within 250m of the Site (both to the north and 

south), the closest being 145m north of the Site. The local Toad patrol have noted that Toads have 

been recorded migrating between suitable habitats to the south of the Site to a pond within the Small 

Brook Nature Reserve north of the Site.  
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4.48 There is suitable terrestrial habitat on Site (scrub, grassland, woodland and tall forbs), and between the 

off-site ponds and the Site. 

4.49 There is a toad crossing and active patrol along Smallbrook Road to the south of the Site. 

Reptiles 

4.50 The mixed scrub, Bramble scrub and rough grassland provides suitable edge habitat for basking 

reptiles. Evidence of reptiles (snake skin found in sward) has been recorded on Site. 

Reptile Walkover/Refugia Surveys 

4.51 The reptile surveys confirmed that the Site is used by low numbers of Grass Snake, with a total of 8 

recorded over the course of the surveys. The reptile activity was evenly distributed across the Site. See 

Table 4.21 for details and Figure 6 for locations. 

Table 4.21: Reptile Survey Results 

Survey No. Results 

1 (30/07/2025) Grass Snake: 2 (J) 

2 (14/08/2025) Snake skin under onduline mat 14 

3 (27/08/2025) Grass Snake: 1 (A) 

4 (16/09/2025) Grass Snake: 2 (J); Snake skin at side of onduline mat 1 

5 (24/09/2025) Grass Snake: 1 (J); Snake skin under refugia 5. 

6 (01/10/2025) Grass Snake: 1 (J) 

7 (10/10/2025) Grass Snake: 1 (J) 

Hedgehogs 

4.52 The grassland, scrub, bracken, woodland and tall forbs provide suitable foraging/resting habitat for 

hedgehogs.  

4.53 The Site is open to the wider landscape allowing hedgehogs to move freely across the Site. 

Invertebrates 

4.54 The Lowland dry acid grassland is likely to support an assemblage of less common invertebrate species. 

All other habitats are likely to support a typical range of invertebrate species. 
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5.0 Biodiversity Net Gain 

5.1 The Metric baseline habitat score for the Site is 22.24 area-based habitat units and 0.18 hedgerow units. 

The baseline Metric calculation and baseline condition assessment sheets are provided separately as 

Excel spreadsheets (NPA 30142 0401 and NPA 30142 0402). 

6.0 Impacts and Mitigation 

6.1 A number of ecological receptors have been identified. Table 6.1 below identifies the potential impacts 

for each of these receptors and incorporates mitigation measures to avoid and reduce these impacts. 

In addition, it sets out additional ecological enhancements.  
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Appendix 1: Site Photographs 

Photo No.  

1. 

 

Area of Lowland dry acid grassland to south of Site. 

2. 

 

Area of Lowland dry acid grassland to south of Site (close-up). 
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3. 

 

Area of Other neutral grassland to centre/east of Site.  

4. 

 

Modified grassland with rough/tall vegetation to north-west of Site. 
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5. 

 

Patch of Broom scrub to south of Site. 

6. 

 

Area of mixed scrub along Upper Marsh road to south-west of Site. 
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7. 

 

Dense stand of Bramble scrub to south of Site/adjacent to area of Lowland dry acid grassland. 

8. 

 

Dense stands of Bracken to east of Site. 
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9. 

 

Stand of tall vegetation dominated by Common Nettle to south-west of Site. 

10. 

 

Individual Hawthorn tree to centre/north of Site. 
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11. 

 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland along Upper Marsh Road to south-west of Site. 



 

 

 


