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Ground Level Tree Assessments (GLTA) 

2.2.8 Trees located adjacent to the north-west elevation of the building which are proposed to be 
felled to permit the development were inspected for potential roost features (PRFs) for bats 
from ground level using a high-powered torch (Clulite 1 million candle power), close focusing 
(8.5 x 21) binoculars, and an endoscope to inspect accessible cavities. Trees were viewed from 
all angles and any potential roost features (e.g. woodpecker holes, rot holes, hazard beams etc.) 
or evidence of bats (e.g. droppings, odour, staining etc.) were noted.  

2.2.9 An assessment was then made of the suitability of the trees for bats (see Table 2-5) and then the 
potential suitability of each potential roost feature identified for bats (see Table 2-6) with 
reference to the BCT good practice guidelines (Collins, 2023). 

Table 2-5: Suitability of trees for bats 

Suitability Description 

None Either no PRFs in the tree or highly unlikely to be any. 

FAR Further assessment is required to establish if PRFs are present in the tree. 

PRF A tree with at least one PRF present. 

 
Table 2-6: Potential roost feature suitability 

Suitability Description 

PRF-I 
PRF is only suitable for individual bats or very small numbers of bats either due to size 
or lack of suitable surrounding habitats. 

PRF-M PRF is suitable for multiple bats and may therefore be used by a maternity colony. 

2.3 Limitations  

2.3.1 No limitations were identified.  
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Table A2-2: Legal implications of legislation with regard to birds 

Legislation Legal Implications 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 
(as amended)  

It is illegal to intentionally: 

• Kill, injure or take any wild bird. 

• Take, damage or destroy a wild bird’s nest while it is in use or being built. 

• Take or destroy the eggs of any wild bird. 

• There is additional protection for birds listed on Schedule 1 (S1) of the Act, 
which includes barn owls, whereby it is an offence to intentionally or 
recklessly disturb a S1 bird while building a nest or in or near a nest 
containing eggs or young, and disturb dependent young of a S1 bird. 

A2.2 Planning Policy 

A2.2.1 Barbastelle, Bechstein's bat, brown long-eared, greater horseshoe bat, lesser horseshoe bat, 
noctule, and soprano pipistrelle bats are designated as species of principal importance (priority 
species) under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006.  

A2.2.2 Several bird species are designated as species of principal importance (priority species) under 
the NERC Act 2006, including house sparrow and common starling which often nest in 
buildings.  

A2.2.3 Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006 places a duty on local planning authorities to ‘consider what 
action the authority can properly take, consistently with the proper exercise of its functions, to 
further the general biodiversity objective’ when determining planning applications. 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2024 

A2.2.4 Paragraph 187 states that planning decisions should protect sites of biodiversity value, minimise 
biodiversity impacts, and contribute to net biodiversity gains.  

A2.2.5 Paragraph 193 states that planning permission should be refused if significant harm to 
biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided, adequately mitigated, or, as a last 
resort, compensated for.  

A2.2.6 The NPPF emphasises the need to protect priority species.  

Local Planning Policy 

A2.2.7 The presence of bats, which are European Protected Species (EPS), is a material consideration 
in the planning process and local planning authorities will refuse planning permission where a 
EPS licence is unlikely to be granted and a criminal offence relating to an EPS is likely to result 
from a development. 

A2.2.8 The Wiltshire Council Core Strategy 2015 sets out policies for development and land use in 
Wiltshire. See Table A2-3 for a summary of local planning policy with relevance to bats and 
birds. Refer to the original document for the full wording of these policies. 
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Table A2-3: Wiltshire Core Strategy policies with relevance to ecology and biodiversity 

Policy Details 

Core Policy 50: 
Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity 

Protection: Development proposals must demonstrate how they protect features of 
nature conservation. There is an expectation that such features shall be retained, 
buffered, and managed favourably in order to maintain their ecological value, 
connectivity and functionality in the long-term. Where it has been demonstrated 
that such features cannot be retained, removal or damage shall only be acceptable in 
circumstances where the anticipated ecological impacts have been mitigated as far 
as possible and appropriate compensatory measures can be secured to ensure no net 
loss of the local biodiversity resource, and secure the integrity of local ecological 
networks and provision of ecosystem services. All development proposals shall 
incorporate appropriate measures to avoid and reduce disturbance of sensitive 
wildlife species and habitats throughout the lifetime of the development. 

Biodiversity enhancement: All development should seek opportunities to enhance 
biodiversity.  

 




