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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 
	

	Date:
	20/05/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2026/02041
	

	Proposal:
	Discharge of conditions 3 (Construction Method Statement) & 6 (Bird and Bat Box Details) relating to application PL/2025/06883.
	

	Site Address:
	Coombe Farm, Kings Drive, Stitchcombe, Marlborough, SN8 2EU
	

	Case Officer:
	Lucy Rutter-Dowd
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	3
	No development shall commence on site (including any works of demolition), until a Construction MANAGEMENT Statement, together with a site plan, which shall include the following: 1. Number and size of delivery vehicles/ construction vehicles 2. wheel washing facilities 3. pre-condition photo survey of Kings Drive from the site entrance to its junction with Choppingknife Lane to include verge areas – any damage related to the development will be put right (to the satisfaction of the LHA) within 6 months of the development completion. has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The approved Statement shall be adhered to throughout the construction period. The development shall not be carried out otherwise than in accordance with the approved construction method statement without the prior written permission of the Local Planning Authority. REASON: To minimise detrimental effects to the neighbouring amenities, the amenities of the area in general, detriment to the natural environment through the risks of pollution and dangers to highway safety, during the construction phase.
	NO COMMENT (20/05/2026) – This condition has been added in the interest of neighbouring amenities and therefore it appears that ecology not required to respond. 


	6
	Prior to the commencement of any works, including vegetation removal and demolition, details of the number, design and locations of bat roosts and nesting opportunities for birds (e.g. bat and bird boxes) shall be submitted to the local authority for approval. The approved details shall be implemented before occupation of the final works. 

REASON: To provide mitigation /enhancement for biodiversity.
	NO – see comments below (20/05/2026)




Condition 3

The development involves the destruction or disturbance of a maternity roost and summer day roosts for bats. If the CMP does not cover precautionary working measures for ecological then the following informative should be attached to the DoC response.

Buildings at Coombe Farm are used as bat roosts. Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), it is an offence to harm or disturb bats or damage or destroy their roosts. Planning permission for development does not provide a defence against prosecution under this legislation. The applicant is advised that a European Protected Species Licence will be required before any work is undertaken to implement this planning permission. Future works to the roof space or replacing the roof could also breach this legislation and advice should be obtained from a professional bat ecologist before proceeding with work of this nature.

Condition 4

The works will result in the destruction of:

· 1 x common pipistrelle maternity core roost location
· 1 x common pipistrelle summer day roost
· 1 x brown long-eared day roosts

The bat survey report recommends the addition of: 
· 1 x maternity bat box
· 3 x bat access tiles
· Reinstallation of cladding (post-works) 

The submitted plans show the mitigation type and positions on the retained part of building one (3x three bat access tiles, 1 x large maternity box and the replacement of wooden cladding). The location of the bird and barn owl boxes have also been provided. However:

· The number of temporary bat boxes provided must be justified (this should be one box per species due to be impacted). Further information required. 
· The heights at which the bat boxes will be installed must be provided.
· The use of non-bitumen roof membranes should be ruled out. 
· The proposed owl box is designed for internal installation not external installation; this will need amending. Justification and details of the height and position of installation should also be provided. 


Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date:
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