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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky
	

	Date:
	21/01/2026 20/05/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2025/08519 PL/2026/02674
	

	Proposal:
	Discharge of conditions 15 (Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS)) and 16 (Biodiversity Mitigation and Enhancement Measures) relating to application PL/2024/11332.
	

	Site Address:
	The Hullavington Arms, The Street, Hullavington, SN14 6DU
	

	Case Officer:
	Gabrielle Crabtree Isobella Wise
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	15
	Prior to the commencement of works, including demolition, ground works/excavation, site clearance, vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, a Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval in writing. The Plan shall provide details of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and during the construction phase. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 

REASON: To ensure adequate protection and mitigation for ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable.
	YES - 20/05/2026:  Biodiversity Enhancement 
and Mitigation Plan, February 2026, Cotswold Environmental

20/05/2026

	16
	Prior to the commencement of any works, including vegetation removal and demolition, details of the number, design and locations of biodiversity mitigation and enhancement measures shall be submitted to the local authority for approval in writing. The approved details shall be implemented before occupation of the final works. This condition will be discharged once photographic evidence of installed features has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority. These measures will continue to be available for wildlife for the lifetime of the development. 

REASON: To provide mitigation and enhancement for biodiversity.
	NO - Biodiversity Enhancement 
and Mitigation Plan, September 2025, Cotswold Environmental

YES - 20/05/2026: Biodiversity Enhancement 
and Mitigation Plan, February 2026, Cotswold Environmental





Minor amendments required to the plan.

Two bat day roosts were confirmed on building A and three bat day roosts were confirmed on building B. An additional building was assessed as having moderate roost potential. Core Policy 50 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy requires all development to demonstrate no net loss of biodiversity and to seek opportunities to enhance biodiversity. The NPPF also encourages applications to deliver measurable net gains (para 193d).  Although this requirement has been met for birds the number of bat roosting opportunities provided is lower than the number recorded at baseline. Additional roosting opportunities outlined in updated plan above.

While the proposals provide adequate mitigation and enhancement for birds, the loss of existing bat roosts is not sufficiently compensated for within the scheme. The reduction in bat roosting opportunities represents a residual adverse impact on ecological receptors and indicates that opportunities to maintain or enhance biodiversity have not been fully realised. Bat boxes must be placed in positions that will remain suitably dark during operational phase. Additional roosting opportunities outlined in updated plan above.

It has already been stated that an ecologist will carry out a site walkover, deliver a toolbox talk and be contacted in the case that a protected species is discovered which is welcomed. However, other precautionary measures recommended in EcIA such as building checks (internal/external), timing of works and receptor roosts have not been included. These measures have been added to the updated plan above.

Measures outlined for other species are deemed to be appropriate based on risk of offence. 

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date: 20/05/2026
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