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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name:
	Patrick Olshansky

	Date:
	20/05/2026

	Application number:
	PL/2026/02343

	Proposal:
	Discharge of condition 3 (Wildlife Enhancement Plan) and BNG informative 2 relating to application PL/2025/09455

	Site address:
	Ivy Farm, West Yatton, Yatton Keynell, Chippenham, SN14 7EW

	Case officer:
	Isobella Wise



	Document
	Document ref:
	Document approved (if no, list issues)

	Biodiversity gain plan
	
	NO 20/05/2026

Clarification required. See below.

	Biodiversity metric
	
	NO 20/05/2026

Clarification required. See below.

	Pre-development habitat plan
	Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 
20th November 2025 Noctua Ecology
	YES 20/05/2026

	Post-development habitat plan
	Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 20th November 2025 Noctua Ecology
	YES 20/05/2026



This is an application to convert a poor condition modified grassland field into an artificial surface (horse arena). An area of moderate condition modified grassland to the north (but within the redline) will be enhanced to moderate condition other neutral grassland and 10 trees will be planted on the enhanced grassland. It is proposed that all uplift will be achieved onsite. 

· The current proposal includes the planting of 10 fruit trees less than 20m apart on top of the moderate condition other neutral grassland. Crown area and windfall may shade out a small proportion of the other neutral grassland and add nutrients to the soil if not managed, which may conflict with target grassland condition. Low intensity management of this habitat may qualify it as a traditional orchard. 

This habitat could constitute a traditional orchard. When the enhancement in the metric is amended to traditional orchard, a >10% net gain is still achieved, however, the metric and gain plan will need amendment. 

I am unable to agree discharge of the gain plan condition as the supporting information is insufficient to meet the requirements set out in Schedule 7A Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and/or Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (See Biodiversity net gain - GOV.UK for further information). Please address the issues listed in the above table.

Final sign off – all matters addressed:

	Ecologist

	Date
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