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SECTION 1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 Application PL/2023/11188 comprises: 

• Up to 500 dwellings; 

• Up to 5,000sqm GEA of employment Class E(g)(i) and E(g)(ii); 

• Land for a Mixed-Use Hub (400sqm); and 

• Land for a Primary School - (2.0ha/2 Forms of Entry (2FE)).  

1.1.2 Wiltshire Council’s (WC) Sustainable Transport Team provided consultation comments dated 22nd 

March 2024. A series of meetings were held on 14th May, 12th June and 4th July 2024 to discuss the 

comments made and agree the transport strategy for the site. i-Transport subsequently met with 

officers at WC to discuss  the comments and the following matters have now been agreed: 

• Overarching access strategy including only point of vehicular access being from the A3102 

Sandridge Common (with internal roads provided up to the western site boundary, facilitating 

a future connection to Eastern Way) and pedestrian/cycle access focused on routes connecting 

to Eastern Way from the southern and central part of the site; 

• Vehicular access from the A3102 Sandridge Common in the form of a ghost island priority 

junction including the capacity assessments; and  

• A financial obligation for provision of a new bus service connecting the site with the town 

centre and station.  

1.1.3 This Technical Note is submitted for agreement with WC officers and provides the following details: 

• Section 2 – Access Strategy (covering all modes and temporary construction access); 
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• Section 3 - Traffic Generation and Operational Analysis; 

• Section 4 – Drawings, Conditions and Obligations; and 

• Section 5 – Conclusions 

  



 

 12069 Blackmore Farm, Melksham 

Transport Update Note 

 

  
Date: 8 August 2024      Ref: ITB12069-015B Page: 3 

 

SECTION 2 Access Strategy 

2.1 Local Context 

2.1.1 A summary of the local facilities, services and key destinations for future residents of the site is provided 

at Appendix A. These destinations and the local transport context are summarised in Figure 2.1, 

reproduced as Image 2.1 below. 

Image 2.1: Key Destinations and Travel Context 

 

2.1.2 The analysis in Appendix A demonstrates the site has good accessibility to key local facilities and 

services within a reasonable walking and cycling distance of the site.  

2.1.3 The sustainable access strategy reflects the following connectivity priorities: 

Walkable Neighbourhood 

2.1.4 A key transport / connectivity objective for the Development is to provide a well-connected, walkable 

neighbourhood with facilities within the development that reduce the need for travel (mixed use hub, 

primary school and employment). From a transport and connectivity perspective, the objectives are for 

the Development to: 

• Be safe, accessible and well connected for people walking and cycling; 







 

 12069 Blackmore Farm, Melksham 

Transport Update Note 

 

  
Date: 8 August 2024      Ref: ITB12069-015B Page: 6 

 

▪ the main walking and cycling route towards the town centre using routes that align 

with the recommendations of the draft Melksham LCWIP; 

▪ the walking and cycling route to the secondary school to the south.  

2 Resurfacing of footpath MELW27 to provide pedestrian access between Eastern Way and the 

central part of the site. The applicant agrees that this can be secured via a S106 financial 

contribution of as per the local highway authority recommendation for the previous 

planning application. A further contribution of is proposed for removal of the access 

furniture at either end of the footpath to ensure that it is accessible for all users.  A controlled 

puffin crossing is proposed to facilitate crossing of Eastern Way; and 

3 A further point of pedestrian access on to the A3102 Sandridge Common to the north with a 

footway widening scheme on the southern side of A3102 Sandridge Common between the 

site access and Eastern Way.  

2.2.4 Within the site, the Illustrative Masterplan (see Transport Assessment, Section 4) shows a 

comprehensive and well connected network of walking and cycling provision throughout the 

development, maximising opportunities for permeability for active travel modes. It provides a loop 

through the site to serve buses and active travel connections and seeks to facilitate slow traffic speeds 

with vehicular traffic dispersed through the site. This strategy will be further developed through the 

reserved matters applications in accordance with current design standards.  

Vehicular Access 

2.2.5 Vehicular access is proposed via a ghost island priority junction with the A3102 Sandridge Common 

as shown in Drawing ITB12069-GA-049B and Image 2.3: 
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Image 2.3: Proposed Site Access  

 

2.2.6 The proposed access is designed in line with the requirements of the Design Manual for Roads and 

Bridges (DMRB) CD 123 Geometric design of at-grade priority and signal controlled junctions for a 

70kph design speed. A Technical Note was previously submitted to WC providing the design 

parameters and a Design Check for this access alongside operational assessments confirming that the 

junction provides adequate capacity to serve the development. 

2.2.7 Key aspects of the design of the proposed site access junction are as follows:  

• A3102 Sandridge Common design speed – 70kph; 

• Lane widths – The design achieves 3m lane widths for both the eastbound and westbound 

running lanes;  

• Right turn lane – The design achieves a 3m width right turn lane with a 40m deceleration length 

(space for 6 cars to wait) including a direct taper of 15m. The turning length is 10m.  

• Minor arm width and tapers – The minor arm has a 7.3m width (which can be narrowed within 

the site) . A taper has been used to facilitate the left turn out for larger vehicles; vehicle tracking 

demonstrates that tapers of 1:6 over 30m are not required – 1:10 over 15m has been used.  
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• Minor arm visibility – Visibility splays of 2.4m x 120m in accordance with a 70kph design speed 

are provided. The splay to the left/west is measured to the centreline with a central island 

introduced to prevent overtaking.  Visibility from neighbouring properties is similar to the 

existing situation; and  

• Footway provision – The design retains the existing footway on the southern side of Sandridge 

Common. The initial section within the site boundary is provided as a 2m width. A short section 

at the western site boundary pinches down to a minimum of 1.5-1.6m over a short distance of 

circa 5m before widening back to 1.9m-2.0m.  

2.2.8 Swept path drawings for the proposed access are provided in Appendix B.  

2.2.9 It is agreed with WC that the proposed access shown on drawing ITB12069-GA-049B provides safe, 

suitable and deliverable access to the site for the development as proposed.  

2.2.10 Emergency access is proposed from the A3102 Sandridge Common to the east of the vehicular access 

to the site – see drawing ITB12069-GA-057A. 

Public Transport 

2.2.11 The proposed pedestrian / cycle access strategy will improve connectivity to the existing bus stops 

which are: 

• On Skylark Road located circa 400m from the centre of the site via the improved Footpath 

MELK27; and 

• Eastern Road at Cranesbill Road some 650m from the centre of the site via the proposed 

footway/cycleway link to the south of the site (MELK41). 

2.2.12 It is acknowledged that the existing town bus service is relatively limited, providing a handful of services 

per day. Discussions with WC have reached agreement on provision of a new bus service that would 

enter the development site.   It is proposed to serve the site by a new hourly town bus service provided 

by a single decker bus. It is understood that the full specification of the route will be confirmed in due 

course; however, this will require a minimum of 1 bus unit (the vehicle + driver) and a frequency of no 

less than 1 bus per hour.  It is anticipated that a 5-year funding programme is necessary to 

accommodate the phased delivery of the development and to enable the bus service to become 

financially viable. A significant financial contribution of £750,000 has been agreed with WC to fund this 

service for the 5-year period, to be secured through the S106 Agreement.  
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2.2.13 Providing a dedicated bus service to serve the site and provide direct access to the town centre will 

provide clear benefits to future residents and offer genuine opportunities to make local trips via modes 

other than the private car.  In combination with the proposed walking and cycling strategy set out in 

this section the access strategy will serve to provide realistic travel alternatives to the private car. The 

improvements are designed to encourage the uptake of sustainable modes. The walking, cycling and 

bus enhancements will also benefit existing residents of Melksham.   

Off-Site Measures 

2.2.14 The proposed access strategy set out above includes two controlled crossings of Eastern Way. In 

addition, the following off-site improvement measures are put forward1: 

• Where Snarlton Lane meets A3102 Sandridge Common, a S106 Contribution to a scheme to 

widen the existing footway within the public highway to also provide for cyclists between the 

double mini-roundabouts. This is shown on Drawing ITB12069-GA-041 and provides for a 

missing link on the cycle route between the site and the town centre;  

• A S106 financial contribution to a wayfinding strategy, directing pedestrians and cyclists 

between the site, key local facilities and services and the town centre and station;  

• A S106 financial contribution towards pedestrian improvements identified by the walking, 

cycling and horse-riding assessment and review (WCHAR) on the route between the site and 

the town centre including provision of dropped kerbs and tactile paving at: 

▪ Ingram Road/Blackmore Road junction; and 

▪ Ruskin Avenue/Lowbourne junction. 

2.3 Temporary Construction Traffic Access 

2.4 Temporary construction traffic access is proposed from the A3102 Sandridge Common in the location 

of the proposed emergency access and has been agreed in principle with officers at WC.  

2.5 The proposed construction traffic access is shown on Drawing ITB12069-GA-054A including 

appropriate visibility splays of 2.4m x 120m achievable within the highway. Swept path analysis is 

provided on the same drawing showing that a 16.5m HGV can turn into and out of the proposed 

access.  

 

1 Reference Transport Assessment Section 6 
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2.6 Summary 

2.6.1 A comprehensive sustainable transport strategy is proposed: 

• Safe and suitable pedestrian and cycle access is proposed from Bridleway MELW41 in the 

southern part of the site; 

• Further pedestrian accesses are proposed from Footpath MELW27 and the A3102 Sandridge 

Common; 

• Suitable and safe vehicular access is proposed from the A3102 Sandridge Common; 

• Within the Site a network of footpaths, cyclepaths and safe streets are proposed – a walkable 

neighbourhood is achieved;    

• Off-site pedestrian and cycle improvements ensure that the site is linked to the town centre 

and other key destinations; and 

• Appropriate and proportional contributions will go towards walking, cycling and public 

transport improvements in the local area including a new bus service for the site. 

2.6.2 The sustainable transport strategy is supported by a Framework Travel Plan (previously submitted as 

part of this application)  to promote the use of non-car modes.  
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SECTION 5 Conclusions 

5.1.1 A comprehensive sustainable transport strategy is proposed as follows: 

• Safe and suitable pedestrian and cycle accesses are proposed from Bridleway MELW41 to the 

south; Eastern Way via Footpath MELW27; and the A3102 Sandridge Common. 

• Suitable and safe vehicular access is proposed from the A3102 Sandridge Common. 

• Within the Site a network of footpaths, cyclepaths and safe streets are proposed – a walkable 

neighbourhood is achieved. 

• Off-site pedestrian and cycle improvements ensure that the site is linked to the town centre 

and other key destinations. 

• Appropriate and proportional financial contributions will go towards walking, cycling and 

public transport improvements in the local area. 

• The sustainable transport strategy is supported by a Framework Travel Plan (previously 

submitted as part of this application) to promote the use of non-car modes.  

• The Site will benefit from good accessibility to public transport with a significant financial 

contribution to a new bus service connecting the site and the town centre and station. 

• A Mobility Hub is proposed within the site.  

5.1.2 The proposals achieve safe and suitable access to the site alongside taking up the opportunities for 

promotion of sustainable transport modes to key local destinations.  

5.1.3 The transport aspects of the proposed development therefore accord with local and national transport 

planning policy.   
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APPENDIX A. FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

  



 

 

APPENDIX B. ACCESS SWEPT PATHS 



 

 

APPENDIX C. TRICS OUTPUTS 

  



 

 

APPENDIX D. OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

  



 

 

 


