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Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

ECOLOGY
      	
	Officer name: 
	Patrick Olshansky 
	

	Date:
	19/05/2026
	

	Application   No.:
	PL/2026/02010
	

	Proposal:
	Discharge of conditions 9 (Lighting Scheme), 10 (Surface Water) & 11 (Construction Phase Drainage Management Plan) relating to application 20/07659/OUT
	

	Site Address:
	Regents Park - James Avenue, Calne.
	

	Case Officer:
	Samantha Stockley
	



	Condition No.
	

Further information required by condition

	Satisfactorily addressed (Document & Date)


	9
	Prior to commencement of development, details of a wildlife sensitive lighting scheme for roads and footpaths within the site, and any lighting for the areas of public open space, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. Development shall be carried out only in accordance with the approved details. 

REASON: In the interests of the amenities of the area and to minimise unnecessary light spillage above and outside the development site.
	NO – See comments below.
19/05/2026



The Ecological Assessment (Ecology Solutions, 2020) states that dark corridors should be maintained along the boundary hedgerows, including the southern hedge. However, “complete darkness” in these areas now appears unlikely: the approved plans show the eastern hedge within residential curtilage, and the southern hedge directly bordered by an internal road and garages. However, measures must be taken to mitigate lighting on these corridors in line with CP50 and NPPF.

Lighting details were expected at outline stage as part of the parameters plan, but they were not included. As a result, a lighting condition was added for amenity reasons, not ecology. It is therefore unclear whether an ecology response is required for this DoC, but as ecology previously requested lighting information, comments are provided below.

The submitted Lighting Strategy proposes LED, ≤2700K, downlit-only external property lighting, limited to one front and one rear light per dwelling. Streetlighting is proposed to meet BS 5489‑1:2020 and BS EN 13201‑2:2015, using the lowest levels compatible with amenity and safety.

The indicative light‑spill diagram shows 0–0.5 lux on the southern boundary (vertical plane). However:

· Vertical‑grid clarification: The readings on calculation grids on pp.4–5 of Appendix 2 do not match, and the grid height is unclear.
· Missing horizontal contours: No horizontal illuminance plans have been provided. Appendix 1 is referenced but not uploaded.
· Boundary coverage: The Ecological Assessment (Ecology Solutions, 2020) identified the southern, south‑eastern and north‑eastern boundaries as sensitive for bats. Current information only covers the southern boundary.

A fuller set of lighting calculations is therefore required to confirm effects on all sensitive boundaries.

Final sign off – all matters addressed: 
	Ecologist: Patrick Olshansky
	Date:
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