MEMORANDUM

To: Development Management                  From:  Highways Development Management      
 Ref: 2026/01867                                                  Ref: PL/2026/01867 
                                                                                       Date: 19th May 2026
_________________________________________________________________________________
Erection of a building amounting to 6,968 sqm GIA (Use Classes E(g), B2 and B8) with associated facilities, access with security, parking, hard and soft landscaping, drainage and associated works; A new roundabout from the A345 with footways and bus stops; A new access to Chemring Countermeasures UK including turning and security; Solar Fields; and associated works.
Introduction
I refer to the above planning application which as you know has been subject to brief pre-application discussions between the applicants, transport agents and highway officers. The general approach - closure of the Chemring access to the C292 and a new roundabout with 2 lane entries on each approach, located to the north of High Post was encouraged by highway officers and is as expected. Justification of the junction selection process is set out at sections 3.2.1 to 3.2.7 of the TA (to which the reader is referred,) and is agreed. 
The site of the proposed Callan Lenz facility being greenfield and unallocated presents the need to consider transport sustainability. 
Local High Post planning history re sustainability
Recent employment related planning applications in the general High Post area and comments on their transport sustainability position in relation to the lack of objection raised to this current application are as follows:-
	19/10043 Salt store building
	Not relevant

	19/09327 Two factory buildings to south of salt store
	Highway objection on transport sustainability and lack of facilities on C292.
Permission given

	21/11914 Eight employment buildings
	No highway comment. 
Withdrawn

	22/09262 4 buildings 7532 sq m Southern police hub
	Poor pedestrian crossing facilities to bus stops. Good pedestrian routes to bus stops not achievable. Without these pedestrian routes to bus stops application considered transport unsustainable. Similarly poor cycling along A345 so transport unsustainable. 
Refused including on transport sustainability grounds. 

	23/07223 Four buildings 7532 sq m Southern police hub
	Refused. Highway refusal reasons 6, 7 and 8 could be overcome. Refusal reason on Road Safety Audits could be overcome. Poor cycling route to Amesbury and generally along A345. Public transport poor access. 

	24/096823712 sq m scaled down version of above
	Poor bus infrastructure. Inadequate routes to bus stops and inadequate crossing to bus stop on A345. Insufficient walking and cycling provision. Without these safe and suitable pedestrian facilities to bus stops considered transport unsustainable. 
Refused. Appeal. Not yet determined. (14 5 26)



Current application transport sustainability 
Transport sustainability considerations relating to this application are briefly summarised under bullet points below. 
· The proposal will have access to good public transport facilities with a very frequent bus service to Amesbury with its significant new housing areas, and to Salisbury. The proposal includes new bus laybys, shelters with real time passenger transport information facilities, and satisfactory pedestrian access provision to reach these new bus stops. Pedestrian crossing of the A345 via the roundabout splitter islands means that each A345 lane can be crossed separately. 

· While the walking catchment diagram includes hardly any residences it does include close access to the proposed good bus access provision.

· Access to Salisbury is available via the Woodford valley with poor access to National Route 45 1.7km from the development.  “Poor” because of topography, road widths, and traffic speeds, however once NR45 is reached cycle access on that part of the overall journey becomes satisfactory. The Transport Planning sought contribution will improve off-road cycle access towards Amesbury. Cycling on the A345 will not be necessary for the current proposal. 

· Callan Lenz is currently located at Chilmark well away from any significant population centres. As it continues to grow taking on more employees as set out in detail within the application documents, locating the development close to Amesbury and Salisbury with good public transport facilities as above will considerably reduce the number and length of private car vehicle miles travelled. 

· Similarly locating the proposed development close to military facilities on Salisbury Plain and at nearby Boscome airfield will reduce car vehicle miles travelled. 

· The application details that there is synergy between Callan Lenz and the adjoining CMR, and Apsley Engineering; also QuinetiQ (Boscombe) sites all of which is transport sustainable.  

· Locating the development at the proposed location substantially reduces the overall need to travel. 

· The development location close to Amesbury with its substantial amounts of modern housing provision is accessible, as will have good and accessible very frequent bus facilities with good shelters, and rtpi provided by this development. The bus journey time to Amesbury is around 7 minutes. The proposed development is also accessible in transport terms when compared to the current Callan Lenz very rural location. 

· There is extensive synergy with other related Wiltshire defence companies. The proposal will therefore maximise employment within Wiltshire reducing long distance out of county travel. 

As highway consultee I have no objection to this proposed development on transport sustainability grounds. Some points do need to be addressed – see request for revised details set out below. 
General highway comments
The proposed roundabout appears well designed with 2 lane entries as I require, but regarding the finer points of this design see numbered point 3 below. 
The proposed development is materially different to other significant applications with their direct access to the very poor C292 road and then via the dated High Post traffic signals, as set out in these recommendations. 
The development will remove all Chemring Counter Measures (CCM) motor vehicle traffic from the poor C292 road - which provides significant highway benefit. 
The development proposes satisfactory access from the class I A345 road. 
The proposed roundabout will reduce southbound traffic speeds approaching High Post signals and thus give an overall safety improvement. There is no significant impact on highway safety or even approaching severe residual impact (NPPF Section 116).   
The Planning Statement sets out that the development by retaining an increasing employment facility within the County, and by improving economic development within  the county, is considered to comply with policy CP34 (iv). Policy CP34 (iv) states the following:-“Outside the Principal Settlements, market Towns and Local Service Centres, developments will be supported that: iv) are considered essential to the wider strategic interest of the economic development of Wiltshire, as determined by the council.” 
Transport Planning colleagues request a £468,000 transport contribution to achieve improved cycling facilities towards Amesbury. Queries regarding this must be addressed directly with my colleague Fiona Steven Fiona.steven@wiltshire.gov.uk    
The existing bus stops near High Post at this point are considered necessary to be retained. There is no highway verge on either side of the A345 upon which a footway link can be achieved from High Post to provide a safe, useable link from High Post to the proposed bus facilities. Such a link is not therefore within the applicant’s gift to provide, and to encourage users to walk in the A345 carriageway would be to encourage unsafe conditions. The proposed bus facilities at the new roundabout are significantly greater than the guideline distances from the High Post business park and some other H Post generators. 
Requirement for further submissions / revised plans
1. The TA does not include a Table setting out the essential total number of forecast motor vehicle traffic movements at the new roundabout access (Callen Lenz, Chemring re-routed, committed and traffic growth). While these movements can be interpreted from the distribution diagrams, there must be a Table for clarity and to assist councillor and public understanding.

2. The existing access to Chemring is shown as gated. This will not be accepted as long term enforcement of its continued closure will be difficult and unrealistic. A significant reason for accepting this proposal in highway terms is the reduction of movements along the poor C292. The existing vehicular access points must be closed entirely to motor vehicles and the verge reinstated. This needs to be noted on a revised plan. There are 5 vehicular access points all of which need to be agreed and noted to be closed.

3. Full planning permission is sought for the roundabout, but there is no detailed dimension plan showing all parameters required by CD116 Geometric Design of Roundabouts. This is essential. 

4. TA section 3.3.1 states that the design of the roundabout will be subject to a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit. This must be supplied for consideration now (prior to my final recommendation), and as full planning permission is sought for the roundabout there is no reason not to also supply a Stage 2 audit. These 2 audits are essential to be supplied before final highway recommendations. 

5. I have not yet carried out a detailed consideration of car parking. There are now new draft parking standards which the agents should contact me to obtain a copy of. As cabinet member approval of these standards is expected very shortly the application will be required to meet these optimum standards, and the car parking section of the TA should be revised by a brief Transport Note addressing this. 

6. The access plan details a shared pedestrian / cycle route along the new access road, between the roundabout and Chemring. This route must be designed in accordance with LTN1/20 and be segregated with the cycle part at 2.5 metres and the pedestrian footway at 2 metres in width.

7. The indicated 2m footway on the east side of the A345 past the proposed  roundabout must be separated from the carriageway by at least a 1metre grassed verge and be continued to a point opposite the southern end of the roundabout splitter island. This may mean that the roundabout position has to be slightly adjusted.
Planning conditions
On satisfactory submission of the above I will recommend detailed planning conditions, but to assist the applicants at this stage, these will cover the following:-
The draft CMP is noted. A condition will require a full CTMP which will need attention paid to road cleaning and to road repair provisions under S59 of the Highways Act 1980. 
 A full Travel Plan will be required based on the submitted Framework TP. 
Provision of parking and turning areas.
Provision of the access roundabout, proposed bus facilities including rtpi, associated footways and street lighting.  
Provision of the internal access road and pedestrian and cycle routes including cycle route through CCM to connect to the C292. 
Closure of the existing CCM access points to the C292 to motor vehicles. 

Mark Wiltshire
Principal Transport and Development Manager 
Highways Development Management  
mark.wiltshire@wiltshire.gov.uk


