PLANNING STATEMENT


Gravel / improvements to existing car parking

Introduction

This statement has been prepared in support of a Section 73 application seeking to vary the approved plans condition attached to planning permission [S/2012/1350/FUL].

The amendment relates solely to the surface treatment of the overflow parking area. Permission is sought to replace the existing grass mesh finish (installed in 2015) with a porous gravel surface.

No changes are proposed to the size, layout, capacity, or use of the parking area.


Reason for the Amendment

Following further consideration of the operational use of the site, it has become evident that the existing grass mesh surface needs updating in relation to accessibility, usability, and ongoing safety.

In periods of wet weather, grass mesh surfaces can become uneven, muddy, and difficult to navigate, particularly for pedestrians, wheelchair users, people with reduced mobility, and vehicles accessing the overflow area. Maintenance requirements are also greater in order to keep the surface safe and functional throughout the year.

The proposed porous gravel surface would provide a more stable, durable, and accessible finish while still maintaining a permeable construction that supports sustainable drainage objectives.

Drainage and Visual Impact

The proposed gravel surface would remain porous/permeable in nature and therefore would not materially increase surface water runoff from the site.

The visual appearance of the overflow parking area would remain informal and rural in character, preserving the overall appearance of the development and its relationship with the surrounding landscape.

Planning Considerations

The proposed amendment is minor in nature and does not alter:

* the use of the site;
* the extent or capacity of parking provision;
* vehicle movements or traffic impacts;
* neighbouring amenity; or
* the wider character of the area.

The amendment is considered to improve the practical operation, accessibility, and safety of the development while maintaining compliance with relevant planning and drainage objectives.

Conclusion

This Section 73 application seeks a minor material amendment to allow the existing grass mesh overflow parking area to be surfaced in porous gravel instead.

The proposed change would provide improved safety, accessibility, durability, and year-round usability without resulting in any material planning harm.

The application is therefore respectfully recommended for approval.
