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1.0 Introduction 

1.1.1 SWJ Consulting Engineers have been appointed to produce a drainage strategy for the works at Hullavington 
Primary School.  

1.1.2 This technical note has been prepared in support of the planning. This technical note is prepared in accordance 
with the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published by the Department of 
Communities and Local Government. Section 14 of the NPPF and the associated Planning Practice Guidance sets 
out the framework for planning decisions made by the local, regional, and national government and the 
Environment Agency (EA).  

2.0 Site Surveys and Investigations 

2.1.1 A Site Investigation was carried out on 7-9th April 2026.  The works were carried out included infiltration testing 
(to BRE365) and ground investigation.  The investigation revealed that the site is underlaid by Kellaways Clay 
(tested up to depth of 6m below ground). This is confirmed by BGS maps, screenshot below. Infiltration was not 
possible. 

 

Figure 1 – Screenshot from BGS, confirms Kellaways Clay Formation onsite 

2.1.2 A review of the CCTV drainage onsite revealed that the site utilises a combined (surface and foul water) private 
drainage system. The surface and foul water drains combine throughout the site and drain towards the Wessex 
Water sewer in the main road to the south. 
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3.0 Discharge Method  

3.1 Surface Water Drainage 

3.1.1 New surface water drainage will be required to drain surface water runoff from the proposed extension. 

3.1.2 The aim of the drainage strategy is to discharge surface water run-off in accordance with the following hierarchy 
of surface water disposal options wherever reasonably practicable, (in order of preference): 

• To the ground (infiltration); 

• To a surface water body; 

• To a surface water sewer, highway drain, or another drainage system; or 

• To a combined sewer. 

3.1.3 As noted during the site investigation, the site is underlaid by Oxford Clay. Infiltration is not possible at this site. 

3.1.4 There is an existing watercourse along the northern edge of the school site. The proposed drainage strategy will 
discharge surface water flows towards this watercourse. A review of the Topographical survey shows that the 
site levels fall in the northern direction, which makes this a viable method of discharge for surface water. 

3.1.5 The CCTV confirms that the existing school drains surface water via a combined water network. This approach is 
not proposed for the new drainage systems onsite, as a more sustainable method of discharge is available. 

4.0 Drainage Design 

4.1.1 In order to minimise the impact of this development, it is proposed to utilise Sustainable Drainage Features 
(SuDS) such as permeable paving and raingardens.  

4.1.2 To minimize a risk of blockage, it is proposed to utilise permeable surfacing for storage, treatment and 
conveyance of surface water, as well as swales / raingardens to provide further attenuation and treatment prior 
to a controlled discharge towards the watercourse. The final outfall will be restricted via a 60mmØ orifice, which 
provides a runoff restriction of up to 3.9 l/s or less for all storms up to and including 1 in 100 + 40% climate 
change.  

4.1.3 A copy of the drainage calculations and proposed drainage strategy are included within the appendices of this 
technical note. The plan also includes the exceedance flow routing for the site.  This shows how exceedance flows 
will not put any properties at risk of flooding from surface water. 
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