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Ref: P25-130-TN01v2 

Project: Western Way, Melksham 

Date: 27 April 2026 

To: Charlotte Counsell, BDW Trading Ltd 

From: Graham Bowland BSc MIOA – Technical Director 

Subject: Addendum Note to Revised Noise Assessment Report, re EHO Comments 

1. This Technical Note has been prepared to address comments provided by Mrs Annabel Wilkinson, 
Environmental Health Officer at Wiltshire Council, following review of our recently revised noise assessment 
report in relation to the approved residential development site at Western Way, Melksham (report ref: P25-
130-R01v4, dated 9 March 2026). 

2. Mrs Wilkinson’s comments provide a positive appraisal of the findings and recommendations of the 
revised report, and go on to list some further details regarding the proposed acoustic barriers that are 
required to be submitted.  

3. The relevant points are reproduced below in normal type, and our response, insofar as specific details 
are available at this stage, follow each in italics:  

a) Barrier location, length and height, demonstrating continuous acoustic screening of the identified 
commercial noise sources to the south-east of the site. 

Two separate acoustic barriers have been recommended, specifically one in the each of two areas 
of observed commercial noise beyond the south-east of the site. The locations are identified in noise 
assessment P25-130-R01v4. The lateral extents of the acoustic barriers will be 50m, for the more 
south-westerly barrier, and 20m for the more north-easterly barrier, along which lengths each barrier 
will be continuous and imperforate. The height of both barriers will be 2.7m above adjacent finished 
ground level. 

b) A minimum barrier height of not less than 2.7 metres above adjacent finished ground level, unless 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

As confirmed above, and in noise assessment P25-130-R01v4, the height of both recommended 
acoustic barriers will be 2.7m above adjacent finished ground level. 

c) Construction details demonstrating that the barrier is acoustically solid, with: 

 a minimum surface mass of not less than 10 kg/m², 

 no gaps, joints, openings or apertures that would materially reduce acoustic performance, and 

 foundations designed to prevent future gaps beneath the barrier.  

An example of the type of solution to be adopted is the Natural SoundBlok barrier by Gramm Barrier 
Systems.  

This provides a surface mass of 20.6 kg/m2, hence well in excess of 10 kg/m².  



 

 
The design incorporates abutted timber boards, with joints sealed by way of a cover strip, to allow 
natural movement of timber without compromising the acoustic seal, i.e. without gaps.  

The foundations would be typically 450mm Dia x 1300mm deep, however this is subject to confirmed 
design. The base of the barrier would be formed of structural gravel boards, set into the ground, to 
ensure no gaps. 

The product specification and final foundation design etc will not be confirmed until construction, 
however the relevant points covered above will be satisfied.  

d) Confirmation that the barrier shall achieve a minimum acoustic attenuation of 10 dB at 
mid-frequencies (500 Hz) between the commercial noise sources and the nearest noise-sensitive 
receptors. 

As set out in noise assessment P25-130-R01v4, based on a conservatively estimated source height 
of 1.0m, a receiver height of 1.5m, and an ‘average’ source-to-barrier distance of 20m (note that 
generally noise sources aƯecting the overall noise level are closer than this distance to the boundary 
and hence this represents a cautious approach) a mid-frequency (500Hz) acoustic barrier correction 
of 10dB will be achieved based on a barrier height of 2.7m. 

e) Details of the barrier material, finish, and maintenance arrangements.  

Relevant details pertaining to the example solution append this Technical Note. It is noted that the 
general appearance of this barrier will be similar to another acoustic barrier installed a short 
distance to the east of the site and the Taylor Wimpey development at Maitland Place. 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 
  

   



 

 

 


